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Brief introduction to the 
World Organisation for 
Animal Health



2History

An international, technical and science-based Organisation .

1924 1945 2003 2022

Creation of the Office 

International des Épiz

ooties (OIE)

Creation of 

the United 
Nations

Preferred name:

World Organisation for 

Animal Health (OIE)

1

Headquarters

in Paris (France)

5

Regional

Representations

13
Sub-regional Representations

New preferred name:

World Organisation for 

Animal Health (WOAH)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JBMvvl6N7SQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JBMvvl6N7SQ
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Regional (RR)and Sub-
regional (SRR) 
Representations 

Under the direct authority of the Director General

Collaborate closely with Regional Commissions



4182 Member Countries



5WOAH’s core missions



6Governance structures of the WOAH
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• Composed of all  

national delegates

• Convenes at least once 

a year in May

• Adopts WOAH Standards 

published in the 

Codes and Manuals

World Assembly of 
Delegates,

Highest authority of 
WOAH 

1 Member = 1 vote 
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National Representative for the WOAH

The Delegate
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8 areas of expertise

National Focal Points



10National Focal Points 



11Governance structures of the OIE
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Represents the World Assembly of Delegates

Council



13Governance structures of the OIE
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Address specific local issues

Regional Commissions
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President

Dr Honoré Robert N’Lemba Mabela (Dem. Rep. of the Congo)

Vice-Presidents

Dr Letlhogile Modisa (Botswana)

Dr Mbargou Lo (Senegal)

Secretary General

Dr Anna Rose Ademun Okurut (Uganda)

Bureau of the Regional Commission for Africa



16Governance structures of the WOAH
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Specialist Commissions



18Specialist Commissions



19Governance structures of the WOAH
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Internationally renowned experts from the Reference Centres

Ad hoc and Working Groups



21Governance structures of the WOAH
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Since 1 January 2016

Director General



23Governance structures of the WOAH
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https://rr-africa.woah.org

Africa



25Governance structures of the WOAH



26Reference and collaborating Centres 
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Expert Centres for animal diseases

WOAH Reference Laboratories
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Centres of excellence on horizontal topics

WOAH Collaborating Centres



29WOAH standard-setting process 



30The WOAH Standards



31PVS Pathway 



32WOAH: information dissemination



33WAHIS +
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Outreach

Outreach
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Publications:

• Codes & Manuals

• Bulletins

• Scientific & Technical Review 

• World Animal health

Social Media:

Website:

Outreach



Financing of WOAH 

Other income
Voluntary 

contributions
Statutory 

contributions

Publications

Fees related to 

official recognition of 

status for certain 

diseases

Various services

World Animal Health 

and Welfare Fund

Co-funding from 

countries hosting 

OIE Offices

Specific donations

Divided into 

6 categories

chosen by the 

countries

50% reduction for 

Member Countries on the 

United Nations’ list of 

‘Least Developed 

Countries’

Financing

Standard-setting and 

animal health 

information activities

Provision of 

premises, equipment 

and staff 



Donors and Partners

(World Animal Health 
and Welfare Fund)



Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/

