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‘one thumb cannot crush all lice’

‘Tips off’ from 

Public and 

Industry, 

Farmers Multi-
stakeholder 
Response Team

❑ Alerts on existence of substandard-
Falsified (SF) Vet Product 

❑ Multi-stakeholder Response Team 
comprising of the Medicines Regulator 
MCAZ; Law Enforcement ZRP and 
Animal Health Industry

❑ Confiscation of SFs & arrests of 
perpetrators 

❑ public education and inspections by port 
officials at ports of entry

.
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Medicines Counterfeiting in Africa: A View from Zimbabwe 
Shingai D. Gwatidzo, Petronella K. Murambinda, Zivanai Makoni

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.5301/maapoc.0000017

Sprouting of unregulated outlets on the streets 
of Zimbabwe. Common questions that get asked

(i) What is the Medicines Control Authority of Zimbabwe 
(MCAZ) doing about these street vendors? 

(ii) Is the law against unregulated markets and proliferation of 
substandard and falsified (SF) medicines being actively 
enforced?

Results
Veterinary Products 
-poultry water-soluble anti-infectives
-cattle de-wormers
-dipping chemicals

Human Medicines
-anti-infectives and 
-anti-malarial drugs

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.5301/maapoc.0000017
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.5301/maapoc.0000017
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.5301/maapoc.0000017
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❑Interference with treatment for people taking HIV/AIDS, TB and 
malaria medicaments

❑Ineffective therapy for emerging health threats and an increased 
double burden of diseases, i.e., communicable and non-communicable 
diseases. 

❑Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) due sub-therapeutic SFs/illegal 
products

❑Huge economic losses due to loss of livestock

SF Associated Risks 
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Sustainable Interventions

AMR MPTF: Combating AMR using One Health 
Approach in Zimbabwe

Tripartite Fund to Zimbabwe: FAO/WHO/OIE

Value: USD999 951 to combat AMR

Timeframe: 24months

Systems for optimized use strengthened in
critical sectors

Provide support to MCAZ (human and veterinary 
medicines)
✔ Conduct supply chain mapping of distribution of 
human and veterinary medicines including cross 
border trade and trade in illegal, falsified and
substandard medicines (human and veterinary) to 
understand underlying issues and develop 
interventions. Collaboration with national
customs and experts in WHO and OIE on falsified, 
substandard and illegal medicines.
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Sustainable Interventions

AMR MPTF: Combating AMR using One Health 
Approach in Zimbabwe

Tripartite Fund to Zimbabwe: FAO/WHO/OIE

✔ Conduct spot checks on Falsified, 
Substandard (FS) and illegal drugs at ports of 
entry especially the Northern Border Post
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Sustainable Interventions

❑ Initiatives such as the WHO rapid alert system 
for reporting and monitoring suspected SFs for 
human medicines

❑OIE pilot of global information and alert 
system for substandard and falsified 
veterinary products

Information gathering from AHICZ, MCAZ 
database

Identify at least 10 SF/illegal substance

Notify OIE

Share the information within SADC VMP 
Harmonisation regional block



Training Seminar for  Focal Points on Veterinary Products for the Africa region

❑Expand the OIE pilot of global information and alert system for 
substandard and falsified veterinary products within SADC MS:

- Rapid alerts to MS on existence of SFs in the region

- Partner World Customs Organisation to establish sustainable partnership on fighting SFs

❑Strengthen requirements for harmonization of VMP regulation through 
use of international VICH GLs

Way Forward


