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ASF in wild pigs

• African Swine Fever (ASF)

• Global situation of ASF

• Significance for conservation

*Electron Micrograph (Ben Clarke), photo Pirbright (Dixon)



Situation in the Asia & the Pacific region

• Distribution of ASF in Asia and the Pacific

• Known to infect and kill
• Domestic and feral pig, wild boar(Sus scrofa)

• Bearded pigs (Sus barbatus)

• Philippine Warty Pigs (Sus philippensis)



Ecosystem health & biodiversity

• Extinction

• Wider ecosystem impacts
• Predators
• Plants
• People
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Reference - Luskin et al. (2020) ASF threatens SE Asia’s 11 endemic wild pig species. Conservation Letters



Solutions

• Context – varies

• Prevention (border quarantine and islands)

• Detection (surveillance, information sharing and population distributions)

• Response to manage ASF transmission (S. scrofa)
• Interagency cooperation
• Biosecurity 
• Reducing wild pig density (S. scrofa only) through population control 
• Minimising movement of products and pigs
• Carcass search and removal?

• Response (protecting wild pigs)
• Protected populations
• Preparing for vaccination (if ever)
• Reducing ASF in domestic pigs
• Risk analyses, quarantine and biosecurity
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Shared lessons

• Consider context – e.g. value of wild pigs, desire and ability to 
control 
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