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Veterinary services as essential services amidst a lockdown

24 Conference of the
OIE Regional Commission for Africa

Conference of the

OIE Regional Commission O

L for Africa

‘p ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE ~¥[M&\.E
» 7',7, = | Prc teger les animaux, preserver notre [ll'l'Hl‘Y



* Permissions and enforcement of lockdown and exemptions

* Challenges for veterinary services during lockdown and
solutions

* Involvement of the OVR

-¢ Conclusions
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h

national state of emergency on March 15, 2020

On 23, March 2020, a list of essential services during lock
down was published and the list included Wildlife
Management, Anti poaching, Animal Care and Veterinary

Services

&<*) All.activities related to the above were also essential
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physical interactions among staff and with customers
* Ensure appropriate health measures were in place
* Restrict activity to only what is considered essential
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with letters to prove that they are allowed to travel to
perform veterinary services

* These letters had to be endorsed by the head of veterinary
services and or the Director General of the Department.
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necessary services

Every now and then there would be challenges related to
those who were preforming animal welfare and animal
grooming services

e Similarly, letters were issued to them
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animals for inspection or not

Majority of them were uncertain as to whether they won’t be
exposing themselves to danger or not.

 The farmers had to be visited individually to ensure that the
weekly inspections in the protection zones are being
.conducted
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to increase travel allowance for the officials
* |In some instances it was necessary to conduct information
campaigns

* The country was still in a position to conduct its surveillance,
. vaccinations and reporting for animal diseases
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even much better than if they were physical meetings
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 The ARC assisted with their capacity to test up to 700
samples a day, resulting in 3500 samples a week.

* To date the ARC has assisted in clearing over 5000 samples
of the backlog experienced.
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e Several challenges were encountered in implementing
veterinary services

 We can learn from other OIE members how they dealt with
respective country situations
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Dr. Francois Maree
Dr. Lia Rotherham
Dr Maja

Dr Molefe
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