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Objectives of surveillance:
Surveillance activities are usually performed to achieve one or
more of the following objectives:

a) demonstrating the absence of one or more diseases;

b) identifying disease events requiring notification to OIE 
as listed in Article 1.1.3. of the Aquatic Code;

c) determining the occurrence or distribution of endemic disease, 
including changes to their incidence or prevalence (or its 
contributing factors), in order to:
i) provide information for domestic disease control 

programmes,

ii) provide relevant disease occurrence information to be   
used by trading partners for qualitative and quantitative 
risk assessment.

Essential prerequisites to enable a Member to provide
information for the evaluation of its animal health 
status are:

b) that, where possible, surveillance data be complemented by 
other sources of information (e.g. scientific publications, 
research data, documented field observations and other non-
survey data);

c) that transparency in the planning and execution of surveillance 
activities and the analysis and availability of data and 
information, be maintained at all times, in accordance with 
Chapter 1.1. of the Aquatic Code.

a) that the particular Member complies with the provisions of 
Chapter 3.1. of the Aquatic Code on the quality and evaluation 
of the Competent Authorities;

Aquatic Animal Health Code

Chapter 1.4.
Aquatic Animal Health Surveillance

(34 pages)

Aquatic Code Chapter 1.4. contents:

• Introduction and objectives

• Principles of surveillance

• Critical elements of surveillance

• Population based surveys

• Non-random data sources used in surveillance
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Aquatic Code Chapter 1.4. contents:
• Pathways to demonstrate freedom from disease

• Maintenance of disease free status

• Design of surveillance programmes to demonstrate 
freedom from disease

• Specific requirements for complex non-survey data 
sources for freedom from disease

• Surveillance for distribution and occurrence of 
disease

• Examples of surveillance programmes

More detailed technical guidance has recently 
been produced by the OIE Ad hoc Group on 

Aquatic Animal Health Surveillance

New OIE publication

Guide for Aquatic Animal 
Health Surveillance

Prepared by:

Flavio Corsin
Marios Georgiadis
Larry Hammel
Barry Hill

Published December 2009.
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Chapter 1.4. in the Aquatic Code contains extensive 
technical information and in future this may be replaced 
by just the general principles of surveillance, now that 
detailed guidance is available in the published Guide.

Next step is to develop surveillance
guidelines specific to individual diseases

Disease-specific surveillance model chapters for the 
Aquatic Code will be developed by the Ad hoc Group 
with OIE Reference Laboratory experts during 2010.
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Disease-specific surveillance model chapters

Viral haemorrhagic septicaemia (fish) 
Niels Olesen + Larry Hammell

Infection with Bonamia ostreae (mollusc)
Isabelle Arzul + Marios Georgiadis

White spot disease (crustacean)
Grace Lo + Flavio Corsin

The 3 draft model chapters will be considered by the 
AAHSC at its meeting in October 2010 and then sent 
to Members for comment.

Member comments will be discussed by AAHSC, and 
the Ad hoc group with experts, and amendments 
made as necessary.

Final agreed versions will be submitted for adoption 
at the following OIE General Session. 

Once adopted, the chapters will appear in the version 
of the Aquatic Code published that year.

After which, consideration will need to be given to 
preparing specific chapters for other listed diseases. Thank  you for your attention


