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GENERAL OBJECTIVES OF THE SYSTEMGENERAL OBJECTIVES OF THE SYSTEM

Immediate notifications and Follows-ups

OIE’s early warning system

Regular information through six-monthly and annual 
reports

International alert messages Rapid response

OIE’s monitoring system

To monitor OIE Listed diseases (presence or absence) over time

Immediate notification of disease, infection or  unusual   
epidemiological events
Weekly reports: Follow-ups to 
the immediate notification
Final report :

- if the outbreaks have ended
- if the situation becomes endemic

Six-monthly report
Annual report

TYPES OF REPORTSTYPES OF REPORTS

early warning

monitoring

IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONSIMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONS

OIE’S EARLY WARNING SYSTEM

Immediate notification within 24 hours

Follow-up report weekly report

Follow-up to the immediate notification to inform 
on changes in the epidemiological situation

Final report

REASONS FOR IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATION –

WITHIN 24 HOURS

1 - The first occurrence / re-occurrence of a listed 
disease and/or infection in a country or 
zone/compartment



3 - for diseases listed by the OIE, if the disease has 
occurred with a new pathogen strain or in a new disease 
manifestation; or

2 - for diseases listed by the OIE, if the disease has 
occurred in a new host species; or

REASONS FOR IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATION –
WITHIN 24 HOURS

5 - for diseases not listed by the OIE, if there is a case of 
an emerging disease or pathogenic agent should there be 
findings that are of epidemiological significance to other 
countries.

4 - for diseases listed by the OIE, if the disease has a 
newly recognised zoonotic potential; or

REASONS FOR IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATION –
WITHIN 24 HOURS

OIE IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONSOIE IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONS
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SIXSIX--MONTHLY REPORTSMONTHLY REPORTS

OIE’s monitoring system

Six-monthly report

on the absence or presence of listed diseases

Part 1: Qualitative information

• disease occurrence;

• control, prophylaxis and prevention measures;

• indication of the type of template to use to notify diseases or 

infections/infestations present in the country (=> part 2).

OIE’s monitoring system

Six-monthly report

on the absence or presence of OIE listed diseases

Part 2: Quantitative information

• Template 1: By first administrative division and by month;
• Template 2: For the whole country by month;
• Template 3: By first administrative division for the six months period;
• Template 4: For the whole country for the six-months period.



ANNUAL REPORTSANNUAL REPORTS

OIE’s monitoring system

Annual report

The sum of information of the tow six-monthly reports of a given year

• Non OIE-listed diseases;

• Human resources in Veterinary Services;

• National Reference Laboratories;

• Livestock census (by first administrative division);

• Zoonoses (human cases and deaths);

• Production of vaccines.

and:

WORLD ANIMAL HEALTH INFORMATION SYSTEM 
WAHIS 

WAHIS, is the new OIE’s world 
animal health information 
system.

An access (login, password) is 
given to each Delegate. He/she 
has the possibility to create an 
access to his/her nominees.

Address:
www.oie.int/wahis

World Animal Health Information System 
(WAHIS)

WAHIS online notification

• WAHIS

– Provides countries with a simpler and quicker method 
of sending sanitary information => compliance 
countries with their international obligations vis-à-vis 
the OIE

– Allows countries to benefit from the new capabilities 
put in place to produce essential and useful 
information while minimizing possible errors or delays 

– Countries’ data benefit from the systems reliability and 
safety

World Animal Health Information System 
(WAHIS)

Access to WAHIS application allows users from Member 
Countries and Territories, namely Delegates or their 
nominees, to electronically submit notification reports:

• immediate notifications
• follow-up reports
• six-monthly reports
• annual reports



WAHIS – Delegate’s first steps WAHIS – First Steps

WAHIS 2 – Immediate Notification The OIE’s World Animal Health Information System
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WORLD ANIMAL HEALTH INFORMATION DATABASE

WORLD ANIMAL HEALTH INFORMATION DATABASE (WAHID)

http://www.oie.int/wahid



WORLD ANIMAL HEALTH INFORMATION DATABASE 
(WAHID)

The WAHID Interface 
provides access to all data held
within OIE's new World  Animal
Health Information System
(WAHIS). It replaces and 
significantly extends the former
web interface named Handistatus
II System. 

WORLD ANIMAL HEALTH INFORMATION DATABASE (WAHID)

A comprehensive range of information is 
available from: 

•Immediate notifications and follow-up reports submitted 
by Member Countries in response to exceptional disease 
events occurring in these countries as well as follow-up 
reports about these events,

•Six-monthly reports describing the OIE-listed disease 
situations in each country 

•Annual reports providing further background information 
on animal health, animal production, laboratory and 
vaccine production facilities, etc. 

WORLD ANIMAL HEALTH INFORMATION DATABASE (WAHID)

The international community can explore 
available information:

•by country (or group of countries), 

•by disease, 

•focusing on control measures, or 

•comparing the animal health situation between 
two countries. 

Country information: Animal Health SituationCountry information: Animal Health Situation

texte

Country information: Animal Health SituationCountry information: Animal Health Situation Disease informationDisease information

texte



texte

Disease informationDisease information Disease outbreak maps Disease outbreak maps -- HPAIHPAI

Disease outbreak maps Disease outbreak maps -- ISAISA Disease distribution map Disease distribution map -- FMDFMD

Disease distribution map Disease distribution map -- ISAISA Disease control measuresDisease control measures

texte



Disease control measuresDisease control measures PublicationsPublications

Animal Health Information Department

“TRACKING”
OIE’s Active Search and Verification 

of non official Animal Disease Information

Mandate

In application of the DG’s Work Programme 
adopted by the OIE International Committee 
during the 69th Assembly of Delegates (May 
2001), the OIE Headquarters are authorised to 
question any Delegate of a Member Country or 
Territory regarding animal health incidents 
reported in the media (newspapers, scientific 
journals, ProMed, etc.)

“TRACKING”
OIE’s Active Search and Verification of non official Animal Disease Information

Improve transparency of the animal health situation 
worldwide

Improve the efficiency of the OIE’s Early Warning System for 
better animal disease awareness and preparedness

• Actively search 
unofficial 
sources

• Verify with OIE 
Delegates

• Improves Early 
Warning

Tracking ActivitiesTracking Activities
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Number of tracked events by disease in 2009 
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• Total = 124
Contact Delegate = 98

Main Steps of Active Search 
and Verification of non official Information

Internet 

resources

ProMed 

GPHIN

…

OIE Headquarters-Departments

OIE Regional representations

OIE Reference laboratories

OIE Collaborating centers

GLEWS ( FAO, WHO )

Non official information

Confirmation by OIE Delegate

Official release

WAHIS EVOLUTION WAHIS EVOLUTION -- WAHIS 2WAHIS 2

Recent crises: need to adapt to the 
situation - notification of diseases in wild 

animals

Better understanding of disease situation in both domestic and wild 
animals, better risk analysis for importing countries and less 

unjustified trade barriers.

The OIE is aware of the sensitivity of 
WAHIS data and 

the possible consequences of reporting diseases in wild animals by 
putting unjustified trade barriers. 

This may have sometimes a side effect of countries 
not notifying on diseases observed in wild species, 

which limit transparency

Among the new functionalities

1. Differentiated registration and display for the occurrence code between domestic 

animals and wild animals (already implemented starting from 2009)

2. To generate two completely separate six-monthly reports one for terrestrial and 

one for aquatic animals: reason better management: Members can provide 

available information without blocking the submission process) (starting from 2010).

3. Improvement of the management of periodicity of reporting diseases within the 

six-monthly period (for an ongoing six-month period): send monthly information for a 

selected number of diseases that are known to be present, which could be validated 

and made public on monthly basis, without submitting the whole report. The rest of 

the report will be completed at the end of the period) (starting from 2010) 

4. For wildlife, WAHIS will offer a list of known susceptible species for terrestrial 

animals in order to report the correct host animal (starting from 2010);

- by family name;

- by scientific name (Latin name);

- by common name (in English, French and Spanish).

5. The system will allow the possibility to add in a box free text, another species (if 

it is not on the list) (starting from 2010);

6. There will be a different interface than WAHID in the OIE web site to display 

data on non-OIE listed disease in wildlife (starting from 2010).

Among the new functionalities



New functionality (1) – WAHIS 2009
Occurrence code between domestic and wild animals

Codes indicating disease presence in Domestic Species and / or in Wild Species
+ Positive occurrence of the disease
+() Positive occurrence of the disease limited to one or more zones of 

the country

Codes indicating the presence of the infection/infestation in Domestic Species and 
/ or in Wild Species

+? Identification of the presence of infection/infestation

Codes indicating disease absence in domestic Species and / or Wild Species
- Negative occurrence of the disease

Each country has to indicate the occurrence codes for 
each OIE-listed disease during the reporting period

by category of domestic and wild species

Occurrence code between domestic animals and wild animals

Other codes in Domestic and/or in Wild Species

? Presence of the disease suspected but not confirmed

… No information available

0000 Disease never reported

For Disease never reported (in both Domestic and Wild Species):

It is not accepted to notify the disease as never reported if it was already 
reported in domestic species or in wild animals and vice versa. This 

occurrence code is used for both categories of species.

New functionality (1) – WAHIS 2009

- First option: no information (domestic and/or wild).

- Second option: diseases "never reported" (in both domestic and wild species).

- Third option: disease "absent in both" (domestic and wild species).

- Fourth option: disease "absent in domestic" and "present in wild species“.

- Fifth option: disease "absent in wild" and "present in domestic species“.

- Sixth option: disease "present in both" (domestic and wild species) with the same 

occurrence code.

- Seventh option: disease "present in both" (domestic and wild species) with different 

occurrence codes eg. Zone, country.

The system offers a double line to register different occurrence codes if relevant between 

domestic and wild species. Several options are available:

New functionality (1) – WAHIS 2009
Some examples:

New functionality (1) – WAHIS 2009

New functionality (1) – WAHIS 2009

1° Example: Foot and mouth disease present in the country for domestic and wildlife species with the same 
occurrence code

2° Example: Foot and mouth disease present in the country for domestic and wildlife species with different 
occurrence code

Some examples from the review report page:

New functionality (2) – starting from 2010

Two completely separate six-monthly reports

Terrestrial animals Aquatic animals

One for One for

The OIE will receive from a given year 4 six-monthly reports 

(2 for terrestrial animals and 2 for aquatic animals) 



New functionality (2) – starting from 2010
Management of the periodicity in reporting

Ongoing six-monthly report

• Terrestrial
• Aquatic

Select present diseases to 
notify on monthly basis

Disease Y
- by administrative division
- for the entire country
- serotype if any

Disease Y          □ Jan  □ Feb  □ Mar

At the end of the six-months
complete six-monthly report

for all diseases
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New functionality (3) – starting from 2010

Annual wildlife report: WAHIS-Wild

OIE listed diseases Non OIE listed wildlife diseases

Wildlife information Collection and 
Display

A new Web Interface will be 
designed to display information 

on wildlife disease that are 
not OIE listed diseases

REGIONAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS: 
THE OIE STRATEGY

WAHIS Regional Core: first option

• For disease control purposes, the OIE 
offers the possibility for groups of 
members/Regional Organisation, and 
for priority endemic diseases covered by a 
regional control programme,

… to provide and share more information 
than the minimal information required by 
the OIE for these endemic diseases (e.g. 
outbreak by outbreak).

WAHIS Regional Core: first option

• A regional core enables members to enter data 
once for different purposes : meet the objectives 
of the regional control programme, while 
respecting their reporting obligations towards the 
OIE. 

• This approach avoids discrepancies between 
processed data posted on the OIE website and 
data used by the regional control programme 
(and its regional website).



WAHIS Regional Core: first option

• Non-confirmed information (rumours or 
suspicions of disease outbreaks) could be 
shared between participating Members only.

• Only confirmed information will be transferred to 
the OIE and –through the OIE- to the rest of the 
world.

• Such regional databases can be hosted free of 
charge by the OIE central servers (ensure 
sustainability)

WAHIS Regional Core: second option

• If the OIE collected data as part of the six-
monthly reporting procedure (by monthly 
breakdown), is sufficient for a region, then an 
agreement could be signed between the 
regional organisation and the OIE.

• The OIE will provide data on these priority 
diseases for Members of the region to be 
analysed,  displayed on the regional web site or 
be provided in different types of publications 
such a bulletin to be published inside the region, 
etc.

WAHIS Regional Cores

• Regional Agreement signed between the OIE 
and:

• Organismo internacional regional de sanidad
agropecuaria (OIRSA)

• Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)
• Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific 

(NACA)

OIE/NACA WAHIS Regional Core

• Concept note project was designed then 
discussed during the OIE/NACA Regional 
Workshop on Aquatic Animal Health held in 
Bangkok, Thailand, late March 2008

• Official agreement designed then signed by the 
DGs of OIE and NACA in April 2008

• The development of this Regional Core has 
been included as a component of the 
Development of WAHIS 2 that started in May 
2009 and is now being tested

Database
of OIE/NACA 

WAHIS 
Regional

Core
(specific tables)

OIE WAHIS 
Database

Regional Websites: OIE Asia- Pacific & NACA
OIE/NACA WAHIS Interfaces

Extraction of data on 
non OIE listed diseases

Monthly reports

OIE  Website

WAHID Interface

Transfer of data on 
OIE-listed diseases
(and OIE validation)

Data Transfer for OIE/NACA WAHIS Regional Core

Extraction of data 
on OIE-listed disease

Outputs - Websites

• OIE listed diseases: WAHID
• OIE listed diseases and Disease of 

regional interest
• OIE Asia-Pacific (already described the design and 

content of the website and identified resources, 
need to start the development)

• NACA (ongoing)
– Which design to use? How to display data (monthly, 

quarterly to keep the spirit of the quarterly report? etc.



Discussion!

If you want to subscribe to the OIE-Info 
distribution list to receive OIE’s Alerts, you can 

do it from: 
http://www.oie.int/eng/info/en_listserv.htm

RSS Feeds are available too and you can 
choose to receive alert messages on 

aquatic animal diseases only


