
OIE in brief
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Q1 – When was the OIE created?

B. In 1945, following the creation of the UN 
system 

C. In 2003

A. In 1924, following an outbreak of    
Rinderpest in Belgium



Creation of the 
Office International 
des Epizooties 
(OIE)

New preferred name:
World Organisation  
for Animal Health 
(OIE)

Creation of the 
United Nations

1924 20031945                 19941945                 1994

An intergovernmental organisation preceding the 
United Nations

A1 – OIE was created in 1924

Recognized by WTO



Q2 – OIE Member Countries – which statement   
is true?

B. Member Countries are represented by their 
Chief Veterinary Officer

C. Member Countries have all the same voting
power

A. There are 179 Member Countries in 2019
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A2 – 182 OIE Member Countries in 2019 



Q3 – What is the OIE’s highest authority?

B. Council

C. Code Commission

A. World Assembly of Delegates



World Assembly of Delegates
Highest authority of the OIE

• Composed of all 
national Delegates of 
the OIE

• Convenes at least 
once a year in May
Adopts the OIE 

Standards published in 
the OIE Codes and 

Manuals 1 Member = 1 vote 
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February
Specialis

t 
Commiss

ions

March
SCs’ 

reports 
be 

posted 
on the 

System

April
MC wishing 

to have 
regional 
support 
share its 
comment 

via the 
System with 

clear 
indication of 
the intention.

1st week, 
May

President 
send an 

email 
message 

to all 
Delegates 
of MCs to 

ask for 
their 

comments.

2nd week, May
President 

summarise MCs’ 
positions and 
comments, 

reports to RCG.
Other MCs make 
comments on the 

proposal using 
the System.

(at least two MCs’ 
supports needed)

3rd week, 
May

President 
share the 

results 
with all 

Delegates 
of the MCs 
by email.

Prior to GS
President have a 

coordination 
meeting with RCG 
and other interested 
MCs to discuss the 

results and to 
prepare for the RC 

meeting. 
MCs discuss and 
decide regional 
positions on key 

issues.

This timeline indicates the process in the lead-up to the General Session in May each year.
Coordination Procedure: Steps and Timeline

OIE General Session

Xxx On behalf of the 
54 members of the 

OIE Africa Region…

Coordination Procedure 
starts from March



Delegates’ Secure Access System 



B. Implementing international  
animal health standards
C. National representative with 
international status

A. Notification to the OIE of the 
national animal disease situation

Q4 – What are the main responsibilities of the 
Delegate?



Q5 – How many Representations has the OIE?

B. 5

C. 12

A. 182



Q5 – Regional (RR) and 
Sub-Regional (RSR) Representations

Under the direct authority of the Director General
Collaborate closely with Regional Commissions

* Sub-Regional FMD Coordination Unit Office in Astana
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Q6 – What are the key missions of the OIE?

B. Scientific excellence
C. Ensuring safe international trade of terrestrial and aquatic animals and their products
A. Transparency in animal health worldwide
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STANDARDS
for improving 

animal health and 
ensuring safe 

international trade

TRANSPARENCY
of the world 

animal disease 
situation

EXPERTISE
Collection and 
dissemination 
of veterinary

scientific 
information

SOLIDARITY
between 

countries to 
strengthen 
capacities 
worldwide 

The four pillars of the OIE

under the mandate 
given by the WTO

animal disease 
prevention and control

including zoonoses Capacity building tools 
and programmes

Improving animal health and welfare worldwide
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Q7 – Standard setting

B. All OIE standards are recognised under the WTO SPS Agreement
C. OIE standards are adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates

A. The WTO SPS Agreement recognises the OIE as the relevant standard-setting body for sanitary measures relating to animal health and zoonoses



Q8 – Which of the following statements are true
regarding the World Animal Health 
Information System (WAHIS)?

B. A monitoring system in order to monitor OIE 
Listed diseases (presence or absence) over 
time

C. A database automatically assigning official 
disease status recognition to Member 
Countries

A. An early warning system to inform, by means 
of “alert messages”, on relevant 
epidemiological events 



17to provide and verify information on the global animal health situation, emerging threats and potential biological disasters
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Q9 – Scientific excellence – OIE Reference Centers are: 

B. Designated by the World Assembly of Delegates
C. Well distributed across the 5 regions
A. Composed of OIE Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centers



Reference Centres 

301
Reference Centres

246
Reference Laboratories

(33 aquatic *)

55 (2 aquatic)
Collaborating Centres

(*) 23 listed diseases (no RL for 2 listed diseases) + 10 non-listed diseases



Q10 – Which of the following statements
regarding the OIE’s mandate in the area of 
international solidarity are true?

B. The PVS Pathway is a global programme for the 
sustainable improvement of country’s VS 
compliance with OIE standards

C. The activities of the Veterinary Services are 
considered as a global public good

A. The capacity-building activities of the OIE are 
mainly financed by membership statutory 
contributions



The OIE collaborates with governments, donors and other stakeholders

PVS Pathway



 PVS missions in Africa   More requests from members are encouraged
PVS Pathway Mission done Since September 2012 [planned in 2019]

Evaluation 50 Cap Verde (14), Sao Tome and Principe (13), South Africa (12), 
[Congo (Rep. of)]

Aquatic 4 Ivory coast (16), Ghana (18), Mozambique (11), Seychelles (11)

Gap Analysis 45 (14) Algeria, Angola, Burundi, Chad, Comoros, Ivory Coast, Ethiopia, 
Gambia, Liberia, Libya, Morocco, Niger, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tunisia, Zimbabwe

Follow-up 0 [Burundi], [Niger]

Aquatic Follow-up 0
Legislation 36 (0) Angola, Botswana, Cap Verde, Chad, Comoros, Ivory Coast, Djibouti, 

Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan, 
Tanzania, Tunisia, Zimbabwe

Laboratory 6 (0) Ivory coast, Libya Coast, Sudan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda

Focal Point 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

WAHIS 

Veterinary Products

Animal Welfare
Veterinary Laboratories

Wildlife

Communication

Food Safety

 Focal Points seminars in Africa
In many cases, Delegates and FPs have no or limited communication, particularly with FPs for Aquatic, Wildlife 
etc.



Q11 – Where relevant information on the OIE 
can be found?

B. OIE website 

C. OIE social media 

A. OIE publications



Technical 
items,

 Information 
brochures,

 Specialised 
publications 

Publications 
• Terrestrial
• Aquatic
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• Terrestrial
• Aquatic
MANUALS

O
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3 times a 
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year
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updated

Online 
Permanently 

updated

WORLD ANIMAL HEALTH



Website
 www.oie.int

The OIE in 
brief

The OIE in 
pictures

Themes

Regions

Early 
disease 
alerts

News

Events 

Publications 

WAHIS 
Portal

Annual report



Social media



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France 
www.oie.int

media@oie.int  - oie@oie.int 

Thank you for your attention!


