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WHY PRUDENT USE OF AMs?..,

short reminder of what can happen 

if things go wrong…



Presentation Outline

 Legislation on medicine regulation

 Medicines Regulatory mechanism in Zimbabwe

 Global Tripartite on AMR

 Activities conducted in Zimbabwe to ensure prudent 

use of antimicrobials in animals
– Establishing a multi-stakeholder ‘One Health’ AMR task force

– Conducting a situational analysis

– Drafting of the NAP on AMR

– Training of veterinarians and para-professionals on prudent use of VMPs

– Submission of antimicrobial use to OiE

– Drafting of tailor made legislation for proper regulation of VMPs

 Challenges and Way forward



Legislation on Medicine Regulation in 

Zimbabwe

Acts of Parliament
 Medicines and Allied Substances Control Act [15:03]

 Dangerous Drugs Act [15:02]

Regulations
 Medicines and Allied Substances Control Regulations, SI 150 of 

1991

 Dangerous Drugs Regulations, Rgn 1111 of 1975

 Import/Export Regulations, SI 57 of 2008

 Veterinary Medicines and Allied Substances Regulations (Draft 
form)
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LIAISON IS KEY
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Global Tripartite on AMR

FAO/OiE/WHO speak with one voice and take collective action to 

minimize the emergence and spread of AMR:

AIM

 Ensure that antimicrobial agents continue to be effective and 

useful to cure diseases in humans and animals

 Promote prudent and responsible use of antimicrobial agents 

 Ensure global access to medicines of good quality



Activities conducted in Zimbabwe to 

ensure prudent use of antimicrobials in 

animals



One Health multi-stakeholder workshop, June 

2016 ‘One Health Approach’ 1



Establishing a Situational Analysis on AMR  

(2016-2017) 2



Snapshot on AMR critical issues 

related to 

AM Use from the situational analysis

 Lack of Harmonised legislation on the regulation of 

professionals, paraprofessionals, medicines, etc in 

the veterinary sector

 Public (to some extent) professionals unware of AMR 

threat

 Absence of national guidelines on prudent use of 

veterinary medicines per spp level

 Dilapidated infrastructure (animal health centres) for 

storage of antimicrobials

 Circulation of poor quality medicines (illegal vendors) 

through porous borders



KAP Study: Veterinary Surgeons



KAP Study: Public/Farmers



KAP Study: Public/Farmers

 Circulation of poor quality medicines (illegal vendors) 

through porous borders

 http://medicineaccess.pointofcarejournals.com/article/

e1bb1b55-6954-4b74-9c9c-8533f645da76



Street deals on medicines



Drafting a National Action Plan on AMR  

(2016-2017)
3
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Training of veterinarians and para-

professionals on prudent use of VMPs

since 2016

 Training of trainers (ToT) designed to educate 

veterinary field officers from all districts and provinces

 Objective: (1) prudent use of veterinary medicines, 

(2) laws governing the use, (3) sale and storage of 

VMPs

 Training was funded by FAO (educational material distributed 

on flask sticks)

 Trainers were expected to train personnel operating 

over the counter shops which sell medicine (including 

antimicrobials)

 Refresher training after every 3 years.
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Submission of antimicrobial use data to OiE

started in 2013……

 Zimbabwe (2013) started compiling & sending AM 

consumption data to OiE database, based on import 

data from the NMRA (MCAZ)

 Years submitted 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
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Drafting of Legislation on Veterinary 

Medicines



Evolution of veterinary medicine legislation–

ZIMBABWE

2014

Time 

Line

Separate Legislation (Regulation) for veterinary 

medicines (2014-2017)
Veterinary Medicines and Allied Substances Regulations 

(Draft form)

-withdrawal periods and MRLs included in the draft

-standalone regulations on veterinary medicines

Guideline for Registration of Veterinary vaccines 
-developed veterinary vaccines (biologics) registration 

guidelines from EU and VICH GLs

-Available: www.mcaz.co.zw

Guideline for Registration of Veterinary 

Medicines
- developed the guidelines for registration of veterinary 

medicines from VICH GLs

- Available: www.mcaz.co.zw

2015

2016
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Implementation of the AMR National Action 

Plan 2018 onwards

 Veterinary Legislation review and harmonisation

 Prudent use guidelines development in consultation 

with OiE prudent use norms and standards

 Laboratory capacitation

 Animal health centre refurbishment

 Improvement of enforcement activities by Regulators 

to prevent circulation of poor quality medicines and 

counterfeits.
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Way forward

 Implementation of procedures in AMR NAP

 e.g. Implementation of WHO/OiE tools and AMR NAP tools to 

monitor use in humans and animals (ONE Health)

 Control of distribution and use of antimicrobials in animals

 OIE List and WHO List of critically important antibiotics to 

ensure that vets can continue to access 2nd and 3rd generation 

fluoroquinolones for therapeutic treatment of animals (dogs, 

cats, poultry)

 Implementation of the WHO-AGISAR project:

 An integrated foodborne antimicrobial resistance laboratory 
surveillance system for humans, animals and food sectors in 
Zimbabwe

E. coli and Salmonella spp



Challenges

 Limited human resources (only ¼ of posts are filled in 

DVS)

 Limited National Budget allocation to animal health and 

agriculture

 Limited funding to conduct extensive surveillance of AMU 

in animals, we rely on import data (no automated systems 

yet)

 Lack of centralized system or repository for a national 

AMU database



ASANTE SANA!

MEDICINES SHOULD BE SAFE, EFFECTIVE AND 
OF GOOD QUALITY

Zivanai Makoni 7/12/2017


