
Rift Valley FeverRift Valley Fever

Recommendations pour la gestion des épidemies et le 
developpement des stratégies de contrôledeveloppement des stratégies de contrôle

S. de La Rocque, FAO Rome & P. Formenty, WHO Geneva
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Early reaction contingency planning Early reaction contingency planning 
from FAO Animal health manual, N°15 - preparation of RVF Contingency plan

● Establish an active surveillance system to detect new affected areas; the 
result of the animal surveillance should serve as an early warning 
system for public health authorities

● Restrict animal movement

● Control slaughtering activities 

● Do not  vaccine in epizootic areas : 

a) vaccination of livestock should be encourage in a long term 
strategy 

b) vaccination will been too late 

c) mechanical transmission through needle

● Train population at risk and avoid behaviour at risk





1. Before 2. During 3. After



1. General strategy to 1. General strategy to MITIGATEMITIGATE RVF outbreaksRVF outbreaks

● RVF epidemics are closely coupled with above normal rainfall periods and 
in East Africa, with the El Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) event. 
Forecasting models and early warning systems successfully developped & 
provide accurate forecasting data that can predict emergence of RVF 2 to 4 
months in advance

● Veterinary public health services capable of implementing emergency 
mass animal vaccination prior to the beginning of the epizootic.

●Authorities to prepare in case of an epidemic:●Authorities to prepare in case of an epidemic:
●Inform public / health education / social mobilization
●Standard precautions in health care settings. 
●Heighten animal and human surveillance + diagnostic

●Strengthen Human and Animal health collaboration

●Implement appropriate vector control program based on entomological 
surveys



● Establish co-ordination mechanism for response

2: General strategy to 2: General strategy to CONTROLCONTROL RVF outbreakRVF outbreak







2: General strategy to 2: General strategy to CONTROLCONTROL RVF outbreakRVF outbreak

● Establish co-ordination mechanism for response

● Communicate - Partnership with media





Epidémie de FVR à Madagascar 2008



Training, information, education



2: General strategy to 2: General strategy to CONTROLCONTROL RVF outbreakRVF outbreak

● Establish co-ordination mechanism for response

● Communicate - Partnership with media

● Inform public / health education / social mobilization

�Restrict practices that promote transmission and source of �Restrict practices that promote transmission and source of 
infection



RVF is transmitted

-by touching animals

-by inhalation, 

-by eating meat



2: General strategy to 2: General strategy to CONTROLCONTROL RVF outbreakRVF outbreak

● Establish co-ordination mechanism for response

● Communicate - Partnership with media

● Inform public / health education / social mobilization

�Restrict practices that promote transmission and source of 
infectioninfection

● No Human-to-Human transmission reported

�Standard infection control practices. 

�Establish RVF ward or harm reduction strategy at home

�Safe and Humane case management

�Psychosocial support (patients, families, HCW).



2. General strategy to 2. General strategy to CONTROLCONTROL RVF outbreakRVF outbreak

●Establish active surveillance system 

�Identify new cases. Clinical suspiscions

�Chain of reporting

�Sampling, chain of transport

�Follow-up human clinical suspiscions (ocular, neurological, 

haemorrhagic) 





Capacités des services nationaux

autopsie, services veterinaires, Soudan, 2008




