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Objectives and benefits
A self-declaration of disease freedom is a documented statement from 

the Delegate of the Member and it is entirely under the Delegate’s 

responsibility.

• Increase visibility of disease freedom;

• Promote good animal health practice & quality of Veterinary Services;

• Demonstrate transparency in animal disease situation & continuous 

compliance with WOAH standards.



Procedure: submission

➢ Documented compliance with the provisions of Article 1.6.3., and with 

relevant articles of Chapter 9.1. to Chapter 9.6. of the Terrestrial Code 

or with Chapter 1.4. (for non-listed diseases and historical freedom); 

➢ Following the Standard Operating Procedure for the publication of self-

declarations



Procedure: submission

➢ Standard Operating Procedure: format

• Size 

• Language

• Structure (Annex II)

• File compatibility

• Submission format  

• SOP  



Procedure: screening

• Reviewed only by 

the WOAH Status 

Department



Procedure: screening

01

02

Supportive evidence according 

to the Codes’ provisions

Consistency with WAHIS



Procedure: validation and publication
• Validation by the Deputy Director General

• Publication on the WOAH dedicated website in the language of 

submission

• Possibility for Members to submit translated versions of the validated 

self-declaration for publication in WOAH’s other official languages



Procedure: key points 

This is not an official recognition by WOAH

• Responsibility lies entirely under the WOAH Delegate of the Member;

• WOAH does not endorse Members’ self-declarations;

• Self-declaration cannot be made for diseases for which WOAH has an 

official recognition procedure;

• No submission deadline, can be submitted anytime throughout the 

year.
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Thank You

Questions?

http://www.woah.org
mailto:woah@woah.org
https://www.flickr.com/photos/woah-photos/
https://www.youtube.com/c/WorldAnimalHealth
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth
https://x.com/WOAH
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth
https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
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