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• WOAH standards

• Standard-setting process

• Use of standards to facilitate 

safe trade

• WOAH tools

What this 

presentation covers



What are WOAH international standards?

• Framework to facilitate 
discussions between exporting 
and importing countries

• The role of WOAH:

▪ Animal health, welfare and 
zoonosis

▪ Standards for trade

• live animals 

• animal products



More on the principles in the WTO SPS Agreement 

Recognizing the right to 

protect human, animal, 

plant life or health

Avoiding unjustified

barriers to trade

Scientific justification

Appropriate level of sanitary and phytosanitary

protection (ALOP)

1. Harmonisation

2. Scientific risk assessment

3. Equivalence

4. Regionalisation

5. No discrimination

6. Least trade restrictive

7. Transparency



What are WOAH international standards?

WOAH 
international 
standards

Codes Manuals

Access 

standards here:



Impact of WOAH Standards Internationally

Improved 

prevention and 

control of animal 

diseases and 

zoonosis at the 

source 

Science-based 

risk mitigation 

measures for 

international 

trade

Reduced 

risk of 

international 

spread of 

diseases

Facilitates 

understanding 

between 

countries, 

simplify 

processes, and 

reduces costs

Harmonisation of 

national regulations 

and programmes

across countries 

Harmonisation of 

sanitary measures 

for international 

trade

Increases 

predictabilit

y 

and fairness 

of trade

Safer, fairer and sustainable international trade



WOAH Codes

• Establishes standards to improve terrestrial animal health 
and welfare, and veterinary public health

• Support Members in setting up measures for 
• Early detection

• Internal reporting

• Notification

• Control or eradication of pathogenic agents 

• Prevent spread of pathogenic agents via international trade, 
while avoiding unjustified sanitary barriers to trade

• Based on most recent scientific and technical information 

• 2 Volumes – horizontal (Vol I), disease-specific (Vol II)



Terrestrial and Aquatic Codes – User’s Guide

• Each Code has a User’s Guide that explains how to make the best use of 
the information in the Codes.

• The Glossary defines terms that are used in more than one chapter, 
where the definition used in the Code differs from what you would find in 
the dictionary. Glossary definitions can vary between the codes.

• User’s Guide includes a brief summary of the information found in each 
section of the Code.

• Chapter 1.1 describes Member’s obligations under the statues of WOAH. 
Listed diseases and emerging diseases as indicated in this Chapter are 
compulsorily notifiable.

• Sanitary measures related to international trade should be based on 
WOAH standards.



• An international veterinary certificate is an official document 
issued by the Veterinary Authority of the exporting country that 
provides assurances to the importing country regarding the health 
status of the animals and products imported.

• In the Terrestrial Code User’s Guide contains tables that specify 
what is meant in the terminology used to describe groups of 
animals listed in the code. A chapter may refer to animals by 
Genus and species or may refer to a group of animals (such as 
‘bees’ – animals of the Sub-Family ‘Apinae’).

Terrestrial and Aquatic Codes – User’s Guide



Animal welfare
11

Volume I: Horizontal chapters

Animal disease diagnosis, surveillance and notification1

Risk analysis2

Quality of Veterinary Services3

Disease prevention and control4

Trade measures, import/export procedures and veterinary certification5

Veterinary public health6

Sections

7
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▪ Definition of infection/ infestation and specific epidemiological 
considerations

▪ Safe commodities where appropriate 
• Safe commodities = based on absence of the pathogenic 

agent in the traded commodity OR inactivation by processing 
or treatment that the commodity has undergone

• Importing countries should not apply trade restrictions to 
safe commodities with respect to the pathogenic agent 
concerned

▪ Determination of the animal health status of a country, zone or 
compartment
• Self declaration of animal health status

Volume II: Disease-specific chapters (overview)
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▪ Recommendations on safe trade for live animals, genetic 
material, other products of animal origin (meat, milk, eggs, skins, 
etc.)

▪ Specific management of commodities, e.g.
• Recommendations on inactivation
• Vector-protection during pre-export quarantine and transport

▪ Recommendations on surveillance
▪ Surveillance strategies specific to infection/ infestation

• Link to Chapter 1.4 and 1.5 on animal health and vector 
surveillance

Volume II: Disease-specific chapters (overview)



WOAH Manuals
• Terrestrial Manual

• Part 1: introductory chapters on general standards for the management 
of veterinary diagnostic labs and vaccine facilities

• Part 2: elaborates specific recommendations e.g. validation of 
diagnostic tests and manufacture of vaccines

• Part 3: standards for diagnostic tests and vaccines for specific listed 
terrestrial diseases, and other important diseases

• Table of tests available for each disease and their purpose

• General epidemiological information, diagnostic methods, vaccines

• Aquatic Manual

• Part 1: introductory chapters on general provisions to support effective 
lab testing capability 

• Part 2: elaborates specific recommendations for diagnosis of listed 
aquatic diseases

**Differences between terrestrial and aquatic**



Experts Selection process

• Open call launched July-Sept. before election year

• Experts worldwide can apply

• Endorsement sought from WOAH Delegate

• Candidates reviewed by a Selection Committee and the WOAH Council

• Council endorsed list shared with Delegates before the election  

Elected by the World Assembly of Delegates

• Four Specialist Commissions;

• Each Commission comprises six members;

• Each Commission meets twice a year to

progress items on their respective work 

programmes (February and September).

3-year term

Elections at 2024 

General Session 

(next one in 2027)

Role of Specialist Commissions in standard-
setting



Specialist 

Commissions

Code Commission 

reports:

Biological Standards 

Commission reports:



How are WOAH standards developed?

Phase 4 
Adoption

Phase 3 
Commenting 
and review 

Phase 2 
Development 

of work 

Phase 1     
New work 

identification

2 to 4 years 

A transparent process to ensure that WOAH International Standards address Members needs 

and are developed based in the latest science and taking into consideration the different 

contexts among Members to enable implementation. 



Delegates 

International 
Organisations

REVIEW

DRAFT

183 
Members

Specialist 
Commissions

Global experts

WOAH
Delegates

Phase 1 - New work identified   

Phase 2 –

Development of Work

Phase 4 - Adoption

Phase 3 – Commenting and review

WOAH 
International 

Standards

Communication with Members

throughout the process 

Specialist Commissions reports

and WOAH General Session

How are WOAH standards developed?



Facilitation of safe trade

Even if disease exists in the territory:

• Safe commodities

• Commodity-based recommendations, inactivation parameters

• Zoning

• Compartments



Safe commodities

Criteria for safe 
commodities:



Inactivation parameters



Provisions for trade from infected countries/ 
zones



Free zones and compartments



WAHIS



WOAH official status recognition & self-declarations

Access more info, including SOPs:



WOAH PVS pathway

Access information including 
dashboard here



Take home messages

WOAH standards provide the international reference for safe and fair trade 
in animals and animal products

Implementation of WOAH standards increases confidence between trading 
partners and expands market access opportunities

Safe trade is possible even in the presence of disease through science-
based risk management measures

Participate in the standing-setting process! Reports and work programmes 
of WOAH Specialist Commissions are online 



www.woah.org woah@woah.org flickr.pngyoutube.png
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Thank You

http://www.woah.org
mailto:woah@woah.org
https://www.flickr.com/photos/woah-photos/
https://www.youtube.com/c/WorldAnimalHealth
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth
https://x.com/WOAH
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth
https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
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