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President of the Terrestrial Animal 
Health Standards Commission

Ensure safe trade of day-old chicks, broilers and 
poultry meat: How to use the WOAH Terrestrial 
Code as regards listed diseases of poultry?
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Index 1.  Definitions: 

•What is a sanitary measure?

•What is a safe commodity? (‘safe 
commodity’ vs. ‘commodity made safe’)

2.  In practice: 

•How sanitary measures apply to poultry 
commodities (live animals + products)?

•How to adapt the measure(s) vs trade?
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A ‘sanitary measure’ means a 
measure, such as those described 
in various chapters of the 
Terrestrial Code, designed to 
protect animal or human health 
or life within the whole territory 
or a zone of a Member Country 
from risks arising from the entry, 
establishment or spread of a 
hazard.

It relies on the knowledge of the 
animals to be protected, and of 
the risks to protect them from.

The link between 
data/knowledge/sources etc. 
and the measure(s) is absolutely 
essential

WHAT IS a sanitary 
measure (for WOAH 
Standards) ?



A sanitary measure is intended 
to protect from health risks.

Sanitary measures are the heart 
of the risk management 

process. They are a duty of all 
Veterinary Authorities.
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‘Something that does 
not harm’?
Glossary
 Commodity
 Safe commodity
Chapter 2.2. 
Disease-specific 
chapters
 Articles x.x.2
 Articles on trade

WHAT IS a ‘commodity 
that is safe’?



Terrestrial Code Glossary
commodity

means live animals, products of animal origin, animal 
genetic material, biological products and pathological 

material
meat

means all edible parts of an animal

Meat is a commodity, a ‘product of animal origin’, which 
includes carcasses and all edible organs and parts.

Day-old chicks and hatching eggs are also commodities.



HOW TO ENSURE A COMMODITY IS “SAFE” 

A commodity can be ‘safe per se’ or because of a 
‘horizontal’ treatment, which does not address a specific 

risk and is globally standardized (= ‘safe commodity’)
or

A commodity can otherwise be ‘rendered safe’ by a 
combination of risk mitigation measures including the 

selection of its origin (country, zone, compartment, herd), a 
specific inspection, testing protocols, vaccination or 

treatment(s) meant to target one or more known pathogenic 
agent(s)

THIS NEEDS OFFICIAL VETERINARY CERTIFICATION
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Consider the commodity: what 
animal, what product what 
composition?

Consider listed diseases: what 
potential risks in the animal or its 
products?

Consider animal hosts: all birds, 
all species?

Check the relevant requirements 
in the WOAH Code

Conclusion: 
 Safe commodity?
 Need specific mitigation?

CERTIFICATION

HOW TO use the 
concept in international 
trade?
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USE the import 
recommendations of 
each poultry disease- 
specific chapter

ALWAYS look at the 
‘horizontal’ chapters on 
surveillance, risk 
analysis, quality of VS, 
disease control, export 
and import measures...

HOW TO implement 
the concept to poultry 
and poultry products?















Certification means procedures and trust

…between all (human) actors 
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Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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