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In 1952, WOAH Members already recognized the risk of AMR to the welfare of animals when they agreed:

5Building a Foundation for Action Prior to the Political Declarations on AMR

‘Use of antibiotics against insensitive germs or specifically resistant, 

utilization of too week doses or through a too short time frame, can reveal 

resistant germs…harming a method that, when judiciously and correctly 

applied, has saved numerous human and animal lives’

Since then, WOAH and its partners have provided tools, including guidelines, standards and data to help nations 

optimise use in animals and manage antimicrobial resistance. 

WOAH Regional Committee for Europe 

assesses AMU in animal production in formal 

sessions during their 5th and 6th conferences. 

1971-72

1999

WOAH creates an ad-hoc group to develop 

the first global AMR guidelines for animals

https://doc.woah.org/dyn/portal/index.xhtml?page=alo&aloId=20755
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WOAH World Assembly  adopts a 

preliminary List of Antimicrobial Agents 

of Veterinary Importance, fulfilling the 

FAO, WOAH and WHO Expert 

Workshop of Non-Human AMU and AMR 

recommendations (Resolution #25). 

2006

2009-10

Resolution #25 passed at the World 

Assembly of Delegates for the creation 

of national Focal Points for Veterinary 

Products. 

The ‘Tripartite’ formally agrees to work 

together.

WOAH hosts 1st World Conference on 

AMR, which helps spur adoption of a 

revised list of antimicrobial agents of 

veterinary importance during the World 

Assembly of Delegates. 

WOAH Members agreed to collect 

harmonised AMU data in animals with 

the view to submit them to the WOAH 

and to establish a global database 

2013

Resolution 26 “Combating AMR and Promoting the 

Prudent Use of Antimicrobial Agents in Animals”

▪ The OIE develops a procedure and standards for 

data quality for collecting data annually from OIE 

Member Countries on the use of antimicrobial agents 

in food-producing animals with the aim of creating an 

OIE global database...

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-reso2006-webpub.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/document/list-of-antimicrobial-agents-of-veterinary-importance/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-reso-2009-pub.pdf#page34
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Current_Scientific_Issues/docs/pdf/FINAL_CONCEPT_NOTE_Hanoi.pdf


52015

Global Action Plan on AMR is 

published by WHO, in coordination 

with FAO and WOAH, while the World 

Assembly of Delegates agrees in 

Resolution #26 to collect AMU data 

and submits to WOAH (ANIMUSE) 

based on WOAH Standards.

WOAH Delegates pledge to fulfill 

commitments under the Global Action 

Plan on AMR, while WOAH launches its 

Global Strategy on AMR and Prudent 

Use of Antimicrobials. 

2016.a

2016.b

1st UNGA Political Declaration on AMR. Countries 

agreed to 

-Develop national action plans

-Mobilise sustainable financial resources

-Strengthen AMU monitoring

-Improve AMR awareness to encourage behavioral 

change

-Support  a One Health approach

https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/1a487887-e162-46a0-8aef-802907c66070/content
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-reso-2015-public.pdf
https://amu.woah.org/amu-system-portal/home
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/1a487887-e162-46a0-8aef-802907c66070/content
https://www.woah.org/en/document/en_oie-amrstrategy/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/en_oie-amrstrategy/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/en_oie-amrstrategy/
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/842813?v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/842813?v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/842813?v=pdf


52024.a

WOAH Delegates unanimously approve the 

revised chapter 6.10 of the Terrestrial 

Animal Health Code, expanding its scope to 

companion animals and environmental 

concerns

WOAH launches a series of 

four reports, co-published with 

the World Bank (Sep.2024). 

Data from more than 200 

countries estimating full toll of 

AMR (humans, livestock and 

our overall economies

2024.b

Artwork by Zuzu Galova, part of the campaign Sketching Antimicrobial Resistance led by EU-JAMRAI 2.

AMR is putting food security at risk

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/


52024.c

The second UN General Assembly High-Level 

Meeting on antimicrobial resistance

• Four main commitments for animal health

• 13 commitments encompassing animal health

• 15 commitments for the AMR Quadripartite

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/09/26/default-calendar/un-general-assembly-high-level-meeting-on-antimicrobial-resistance-2024
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/09/26/default-calendar/un-general-assembly-high-level-meeting-on-antimicrobial-resistance-2024
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/09/26/default-calendar/un-general-assembly-high-level-meeting-on-antimicrobial-resistance-2024
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/09/26/default-calendar/un-general-assembly-high-level-meeting-on-antimicrobial-resistance-2024


Global Action Plan on 

AMR adopted at the 

World Health 

Assembly

2015
WOAH adopted its 

Strategy on AMR in 

alignment with GAP

2016

2026 - Global Action Plan on AMR - what is new?

UNGA HLM on AMR

2024

The GAP established the 

foundations for the global 

AMR response 

Revised GAP AMR  to follow One Health 

approach, extending it to

Companion animals 

Wildlife

Environment 

Plants 

6 Strategic Objectives

SO1- Strenghten awareness & behaviour change on AMR

SO2- Strenghten surveillance & diagnostic networks

SO3- Intensify infection prevention to reduce need for 

antimicrobials

SO4- Ensure equitable access, use & disposal of 

antimicrobials

SO5- Ensure sustainable R&D investment 

SO6- Strenghten multisectoral governance, sustainable 

financing and accountability.

Quadripartite organizations, in consultation with 

Member States, to update the GAP AMR by 2026 to 

ensure a robust and inclusive multisectoral response, 

through a One Health approach, that aligns with 

current realities to drive greater impact against AMR

UNGA Declaration Commitment # 25



Overall changes

Strengthen multisectoral governance, sustainable financing, 

and accountability for a coordinated AMR responses across 

all sectors and at all levels

Develop the economic case for sustainable investment that 

takes account of the needs of all countries, and increase 

investment in new medicines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and 

other interventions.

GAP 2015 Updated GAP (2026)

Improve awareness and understanding of antimicrobial 

resistance through effective communication, education and 

training

Strengthen awareness and promote appropriate social and 

behaviour change to reduce AMR risks across all sectors

Strengthen the knowledge and evidence base through 

surveillance and research

Strengthen surveillance systems and diagnostic networks to 

inform effective, evidence-driven AMR policies and actions 

across sectors

Intensify infection prevention across all sectors to reduce the 

burden of infectious diseases and the need for antimicrobials

Reduce the incidence of infection through effective sanitation, 

hygiene and infection prevention measures.

Optimize the use of antimicrobial medicines in human and 

animal health
Ensure equitable access, appropriate use and safe disposal 

of antimicrobials and health products across sectors

Ensure sustainable investment in AMR research and 

innovation across sectors

1
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INCREASE 
AWARENESS & 

UNDERSTANDING

STRENGTHEN 
SURVEILLANCE & 

RESEARCH

SUPPORT 
GOVERNANCE & 
BUILD CAPACITY 

IMPLEMENT 
STANDARDS

Current WOAH strategy on AMR – Four Pillars



111. Improve awareness and understanding on AMR
• From veterinarians to the public: everybody has a role when addressing AMR

• Use of language and media that is adequate to the target audience and country context

• It is important to use common terminology across sectors

WOAH chicken farming & AMR

WOAH Fighting AMR: Responsible AMU

WOAH Fighting AMR: Responsible AMU

WOAH AMR Portal 

Part of the campaign Sketching 

Antimicrobial Resistance led by EU-

JAMRAI 2.

Sketchingg Antimicrobial 

Resistance

Thirty stories, One Health

https://youtu.be/Z0gzFYyYEyY
https://youtu.be/NSUPXKH0XIs
https://youtu.be/NSUPXKH0XIs
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/global-initiatives/antimicrobial-resistance/#ui-id-1


122. Strengthen knowledge through surveillance and research

Collecting AMU Data since 2015

https://amu.woah.org/amu-system-portal/cms/view/44dac06f-51b6-44b0-a873-2920826ccf08/b1455796-2dbd-475d-ad67-6f222e1b9691/public


13VACCINES in food-producing animals – Disease Prioritisation Lists

Artwork by Sergiy Maidukov, part of the campaign Sketching Antimicrobial Resistance led by EU-JAMRAI 2.

Vaccines prevent infections and reduce the spread of superbugs



143. Support good governance & build capacity
Performance of 

Veterinary Services 

(PVS) Pathway

Focal Points for Veterinary Products training seminars 

Online training modules 
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Terrestrial Animal Health Code Aquatic Animal Health Code

• Ch.6.7. Introduction to the 

recommendations for controlling 

antimicrobial resistance

• Ch.6.8. Harmonisation of national 

AMR surveillance and monitoring 

programmes (updated in May 2018)

• Ch.6.9. Monitoring of the quantities 

and usage patterns of antimicrobial 

agents used in food-producing 

animals (Agreement on definitions)

• Ch.6.10. Responsible and prudent use 

of antimicrobial agents in veterinary 

medicine

• Ch.6.11. Risk analysis for AMR arising 

from the use of antimicrobial agents in 

animals

• Ch.6.2. Principles for responsible and prudent 

use of antimicrobial agents in aquatic animals

• Ch.6.3. Monitoring of the quantities and usage 

patterns of antimicrobial agents used in 

aquatic animals

• Ch.6.4. Development and harmonisation of 

national AMR surveillance and monitoring

programmes for aquatic animals

• Ch.6.5. Risk analysis for AMR arising from the 

use of antimicrobial agents in aquatic animals

WOAH Terrestrial and Aquatic Codes & Manuals  

Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals 

• Ch. 2.1.1 Laboratory methodologies for 

bacterial antimicrobial susceptibility 

testing 

4. Encourage implementation of international standards

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#:~:text=The%20World%20Organisation%20for%20Animal,and%20aquatic%20animals%20and%20their


16Chapter 6.10. Responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents

Competent 
authorities

Marketing 
Authorisation

Licensing 
distribution 

system

Require prescription by 
authorised

veterinarians or other 
professionals

Advertising

Disposal of 
unused & 

expired products

Pharmaceutical 
industry

Sales of authorised
products through 

authorised
channels

Record keeping 
and sharing 

(quantities and 
use)

Package size to 
be adapted to 

approved 
indications

Advertisement 
restricted to 
veterinarians

Wholesale and 
retail distributors

Sales with 
prescription

Ensure 
antimicrobials 

have appropriate 
labelling

Record 
keeping and 

sharing

Veterinarians

Prescribe only 
when necessary 
and for animals 
under their care

Indicate the 
dose, regime, 
total amount 

and withdrawal 
period required

Off-label use 
with justification 

(if allowed by 
national 

legislation)

Animal feed 
manufacturers

Supply medicated 
feed on prescription 
of a veterinarian or 
authorised person

Ensure 
appropriate 
labelling of 

medicated feed

Use only 
authorized 

antimicrobials

Food animal 
producers

Keep records of 
animals treated, and 
antimicrobial used, 

including the 
prescription

Seek antimicrobials 
only from 

authorised sources 
and when 

prescribed by 
veterinarian

Follow the 
advice of the 
veterinarian 
when using 

antimicrobials

Responsibilities of (not exhaustive ) :



17WOAH guidance for responsible antimicrobial use 

Technical document - WOAH’s list of antimicrobial agents of veterinary importance (January 2025)

Finalised :

Highest Priority Critically 

Important Antimicrobials 

(HPCIA)

Cephalosporins

(3rd & 4th Generation)

Fluoroquinolones

Colistin (Polymyxin E)

Phosphonic acid derivatives

WOAH calls to urgently
prohibit their use as 
growth promotors
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• Standards are ever evolving documents that need to be evidence-based

• Standards and guidance for AMR need to be aligned across sectors to 
ensure an aligned, intersectoral One Health response to AMR

• Countries and all stakeholders need to be aware of their roles and 
responsibilities for a coordinated response to AMR

• Strengthening disease prevention in the animal health sector is key to 
keep animal populations healthy and to prevent AMR

• We all have a role to play!

• However… the animal sector remains seriously underfunded in LMICs
which seriously undermines implementation of disease prevention
measures and R&D

Closing remarks
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THANK YOU

12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49
F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int
www.woah.org

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
LinkedIn
YouTube
Flickr

For any question, contact 
me at 
m.jeannin@woah.org

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:m.jeannin@woah.org
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