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OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Background – funding support 

• Rabies control project in Namibia (2016 - 2026)

(2016 – 2022) (2022 – 2026)

WOAH Rabies Reference Laboratories

(2022 – 2026)

SADC Rabies Lab Network (RABLAB)

Rabies Control 

support in the SADC

Namibia



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Rabies elimination program in Namibia 

~ 868,893 dogs 
vaccinated 

Project area 



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Project impact 

Increased dog rabies vaccination and coverage 
results in reduction of human rabies deaths

~ 868,893 dogs 
vaccinated 



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Cross-border collaboration with Angola

• MDV campaign in Angola - started from 

2020 with WOAH technical support – 

south Angola



6Rabies Elimination Support in the SADC region

• SADC RABLAB network – rabies diagnostic capacity building



7Rabies Elimination Support in the SADC region

• Country partnership programme - Malawi



8Rabies Elimination Support in the SADC region

• Rabies vaccine donation to the Members in 
the SADC region (2.45m doses)
• Angola 

• Botswana

• Eswatini

• Lesotho

• Madagascar

• Mozambique

• Namibia

• Tanzania

• Zambia

• Zimbabwe



9Rabies Elimination Support in the SADC region

• Supports National Rabies Control Plan development (NSP)
• Angola

• Eswatini

• Lesotho

• Mozambique

• Zimbabwe

• Botswana

• Facilitate Members for WOAH endorsement 

of official control programme for dog-

mediated rabies control programme
• Namibia (2020)

• Zambia (2023)

• Tanzania (2025)

• Malawi and Zimbabwe - awaiting WOAH 

endorsement of their official control programme at 

the 93rd GS



10Rabies Elimination Support in the SADC region

• Supports World Rabies 
Day events



RabTool Project: “Tools to implement a 
harmonized canine rabies control program 

in the Northern African region”
Launch of  the RabTool Project “Tools to implement a harmonised canine 

rabies control programme in the Northern African region” - WOAH - Africa

Towards a Rabies-Free Algeria: What Is the National Strategy? - WOAH - Africa

https://rr-africa.woah.org/en/trainings/launch-of-rabtool-project-tools-to-implement-a-harmonised-canine-rabies-control-programme-in-the-northern-african-region/
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• Budget: €452,754.46

• Project duration: 3 years

• Target countries : Algeria and Tunisia

• Agreement with: the IZS of Padua, 

Italy recently  (WOAH Reference 

Laboratory)
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• RabTool is structured around three main 
pillars:

• Updating or developing national strategic plans 
for rabies control.

• Improving surveillance, reporting, and 
diagnostic capacities to better monitor rabies 
trends.

• Promoting regional collaboration and enhancing 
communication among stakeholders.
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