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The International Rabies Taskforce

Established in 2018 – to articulate to the rabies community the synergy of Mission 

Rabies, MSD and CDC in empowering rabies elimination projects globally under 

guidance from United Against Rabies (UAR)

Objective is to provide a practical toolset and training support at government level 

in supporting canine transmitted rabies elimination projects
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What does Mission Rabies Do?



Set international standards for 
control and elimination

Co-ordinating, catalytic and 
country centric

Practical support and training

WHO

WOAH

United Against 
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National and Regional 
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Countries Leading Rabies 
Elimination

Where does Mission Rabies fit in?



The Mission Rabies tool belt
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Mission Rabies Malawi
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Mass canine vaccination



• All data collected on WVSApp
• Allows direction of teams
• Easy gathering of data even from remote 

areas

• Rapid reporting by teams, district and 
country

• Real time feedback mechanisms 
allowing adjustment of operations 

Mass canine vaccination- Data 
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Year

Publication Lancet Medical journal 

2012

Mission Rabies Malawi History

Research concern

Publication on World Rabies Day raised concern over rising rabies cases in Malawi. 
10 paediatric rabies cases recorded in 9 months at Queen Elizabeth Central 
Hospital, Blantyre. This was the highest recording of paediatric rabies deaths from a 
single institution in Africa. 
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Year

Districts

51,420

Blantyre 

2015

Mission Rabies Malawi History

Dogs Vaccinated
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Mission Rabies Malawi History

Year

Districts

91,394

3 + 2 city campaigns

2016

Dogs Vaccinated
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Year

Publication Lancet Medical journal 

2018

Mission Rabies Malawi History

Research evidence

Published data that strategic dog rabies vaccination campaigns had successfully 
reduced dog mediated paediatric human rabies deaths in Malawi
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Mission Rabies Malawi History

Year

Districts

103,759

4 + 2 city campaigns

2019

Dogs Vaccinated

Vaccination work continued during the Covid 19 pandemic and the 
years that followed
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Mission Rabies Malawi History

Year

Districts

95,650

6+ 2 city campaigns

2023

Dogs Vaccinated

Moved to a stronger collaboration with Malawi Government MoA and a 
risk-based model using STARC methodology
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Mission Rabies Malawi Expansion

STARC

Methodology 

• Uses satellite technology feature extraction in GIS to identify 
rabies risk transmission zones

• Allows for resource prioritisation to highest risk areas
 
• More economical allowing faster project expansion

Settlement Type: Road Connectivity
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Mission Rabies Malawi History

Year

Districts

152,576

11 + 2 city campaigns

2024

Dogs Vaccinated
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Mission Rabies Malawi 2025 Vaccination

Year

Districts

188,006

15 + 2 city campaigns

2025

Dogs Vaccinated

2025 reached the landmark of having cumulatively administered 
over 1 million dog rabies vaccinations in Malawi since 2015
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Mission Rabies Malawi 2025 Education 
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Mission Rabies Malawi surveillance 2025

Distr ic t  capac ity

New Gov  s taf f  t ra ined

Dog b i tes  invest igated

Canine  rabies  cases  tested

Pos i t ive  rabies  tests

15

9

2,152

151

108  (71.5%)
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Mission Rabies Malawi 2026 plans

Year

Districts
Expansion into 22 districts to cover the 
whole of the central and southern regions

2026

Offices
Expansion to 3 offices with a current total of 
30 Malawian staff employed managing the 
projects working closely alongside 
government partners

Lilongwe Office

Zomba Office

Blantyre Office



ZIKOMO!



• Overview of Mission Rabies global 
operations

• Mission Rabies Malawi history and 
progress

• Mission Rabies Malawi 2025 results 
and next steps

MISSIONRABIES.COM

Presentation Agenda

MISSIONRABIES.COM



The Internation Rabies Taskforce

Established in 2018 – to articulate to the rabies community the synergy of MR, MSD 

and CDC in empowering rabies elimination projects globally under guidance from 

United Against Rabies (UAR)

Objective is to provide a practical toolset and training support at government level 

in supporting canine transmitted rabies elimination projects



Set international standards for 
control and elimination

Co-ordinating, catalytic and 
country centric

Practical support and training

WHO

WOAH

United Against 
Rabies

National and Regional 
Elimination plans

Countries Leading Rabies 
Elimination

Where does Mission Rabies fit in?
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