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• ‘Public health authorities issue alert as cases of rabies increase’

• ‘…first rabies death, overseas traveller dies…’

• ‘Fear of mass rabies outbreak…’

• ‘…surging risk of dogs arriving with rabies…attempt to prevent reintroducing canine 

variant…’

• ‘…struggles to arrest rabies outbreak’

• 99% fatal, 100% preventable

• Estimated 59 000 deaths each year

Why isn’t rabies more of a priority? 
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• Poor rabies data → poor political will and 

investment

• Reliable data is needed to inform decision 

making and make a case for investment

• Need to improve rabies surveillance and 

reporting to: 

• Highlight the true burden of rabies → 

support advocacy and awareness

• Measure progress and demonstrate 

success

• Empower decision makers and inform 

resource needs and allocation

Why should we report and share data? 



5What data should we collect? 

• Data should help inform national programme 

and monitor progress

• Available sources include: 

• United Against Rabies Minimum Data 
Elements

• WOAH Terrestrial Code and Manual

• WHO NTD Roadmap Tracker and Toolkit for 
Routine Health Information Systems Data

• WOAH WAHIS

• WHO Global Health Observatory



6Human Rabies (7 data elements)

Element Description

Case classification The number of suspected human rabies cases investigated during 

the calendar year

Source of infection The number of confined human rabes cases (clinically or 

laboratory) by the species of animal responsible for virus 

transmission.

Rabies Virus Variant The number of confirmed human rabies cases (laboratory) by the 

rabies virus variant. 

Gender The gender of confirmed human rabies cases (clinically or 

laboratory)

Age The age of confirmed human rabies cases (clinically or laboratory)

Disease outcome The number of confirmed human rabies cases (clinically or 

laboratory) that died or survived. 

Vaccination status The vaccination status of confirmed human rabies cases (clinically 

or laboratory)



7Human Rabies Exposures (4 data elements)

Element Description

Case classification The number of people with WHO category II or III exposures 

identified through standard reporting and case investigation during 

the calendar year, by the case classification of the offending animal

Source of exposure The number of WHO category II or III human rabies exposures by 

the species of animal responsible for exposure (laboratory, 

clinically confirmed, or suspected exposure)

Gender The gender of WHO category II or III human rabies exposures 

(laboratory, clinically confirmed, or suspected exposure)

Age The age of human rabies exposures (laboratory confirmed, 

clinically confirmed, or suspected exposure)



8Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (3 data elements)

Element Description

Exposure Case 

Classification

The number of people who received rabies PEP during the 

calendar year, by the case classification of the offending animal

Source of exposure The number of people who received rabies PEP by the WHO 

Exposure Category. 

Rabies 

Immunoglobulin

The number of people with category III exposures who received 

rabies immunoglobulin



9Animal Rabies (5 data elements)

Element Description

Dogs The number of suspected rabies cases in dogs investigated during 

the calendar year.

Livestock The number of suspected rabies cases in livestock investigated 

during the calendar year.

Bats The number of suspected rabies cases in bats tested during the 

calendar year. 

Other Species The number of suspected rabies cases in other species tested 

during the calendar year. 

Rabies Virus Variant The number of confirmed animal rabies cases (laboratory 

confirmed) by the rabies virus variant. 

Response options for dogs and livestock include responses for: laboratory confirmed; 

clinically confirmed; suspected case; laboratory – negative



10Animal Rabies (5 data elements)



11Dog Population Management (3 data elements)

Element Description

Vaccination How many dogs were vaccinated against rabies during the 

calendar year.

Vaccination Method What method(s) of dog rabies vaccination were practiced during 

the calendar year (select all that apply, provide numbers 

vaccinated by each method if available?

Sterilization The number of dogs that were sterilized within the calendar year. 



12How do I collect this data? 

• As you’ve demonstrated – 
excellent tools available to help 
with collecting data

• Data still needs to be reported 
to WHO and WOAH



13What do I do with this data? 

• Field → National → International

• Share between competent authorities (especially 

between human and animal health sectors)

• Can facilitate by having a national point of 

contact for rabies

• Health authorities → WHO Global Health 

Observatory

• But to have complete data, Veterinary 
Services need to share animal health data

• Veterinary Services → WOAH World Animal 

Health Information System

• Early warning system

• Monitoring system (six-monthly updates)

• Annual reports
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• Stepwise Approach to Rabies Elimination (SARE)

• Can help develop or revise national strategy and work 
plan, and demonstrate progress through repeat 
assessments

• WOAH Endorsement

• Countries with a robust, One-Health control strategy in 
place for rabies control. 

• WHO Validation

• Countries with zero human deaths from dog-mediated 
rabies for at least 24 months.

• WOAH Self-declaration

• Countries free of dog-mediated rabies

Demonstrating progress
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Timeline

• Submission of dossier to WOAH Status 

Department – early August 2026

• Review of dossier by Ad hoc group, and 

recommendation to Scientific Commission for 

Animal Disease (SCAD) – October 2026

• Review of dossier by SCAD, and 

recommendation to General Assembly – 

February 2027

• Approval by General Assembly – May 2027

How to apply for endorsement



16Financial obligations
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• Introduction 

• including human demographics and dog demographics

• Governance 

• including competent authorities, veterinary authorities, human health system, 
other competent authorities, and legal framework

• Current status and control of dog-mediated rabies 

• including epidemiology, rabies surveillance, rabies diagnosis, dog-mediated 
rabies control strategy, case investigation protocol, national and international 
collaboration, rabies awareness and education programmes

• Workplan, timelines and budget for the next five years

What needs to be included? 
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Guidance documents

• Questionnaire to compile 

documented evidence of 

compliance with requirements

• Guidance document on application

• Standard operating procedures

• Form for annual reconfirmation

• www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#

ui-id-2 

What needs to be included? 
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Thank you!

Questions?

Dr Rachel Tidman Blantyre, Malawi

April 2026Science Department

r.tidman@woah.org 
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