
TA
K

E A
CTIO

N
 TO

D
A

Y
  

to m
inim

ise risks

1 • �H
A

N
D

LE TH
E CA

RCA
SSES O

F H
U

N
TED

 
A

N
IM

A
LS W

ITH
 CA

RE, avoiding direct 
skin contact. 

2 • �PRO
TECT EX

PO
SED

 SK
IN

, ESPECIA
LLY 

YO
U

R H
A

N
D

S, before handling hunted 
anim

als and raw
 m

eat.

3 • �CO
O

K
 A

LL RA
W

 A
N

IM
A

L PRO
D

U
CTS 

W
ITH

 CA
U

TIO
N

:
‑ �separate raw

 m
eat from

 other foods; 
‑ �im

m
ediately w

ash utensils and surfaces that 
w

ere in contact w
ith raw

 m
eat, using hot w

ater 
and soap; 

‑ �thoroughly cook all 
products of anim

al
origin before 

eating them
.

Inform
  

Veterinary Services  
or W

ildlife Services  
of all suspicious  

anim
al deaths

1 • �D
O

 N
O

T TO
U

CH
 O

R EAT anim
als that  

w
ere found sick or dead. 

2 • �D
O

 N
O

T EAT FRU
ITS that has been  

partially eaten by bats.

3 • �D
O

 N
O

T PLAY W
ITH

 W
ILD

 A
N

IM
A

LS, 
especially bats. 

4 • �TA
K

E PRECA
U

TIO
N

S TO
 PREV

EN
T  

bat bites and scratches as w
ell as contact 

w
ith their urine or excrem

ent.

B
U

SH
M

EA
T

G
O

O
D

 PR
A

CTICES
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D
ER

ST
A

N
D

IN
G

 
D

IS
EA

SE
 R

IS
K

S
In

fe
ct

ed
 w

ild
 a

ni
m

al
s i

n 
di

re
ct

 o
r i

nd
ire

ct
 

co
nt

ac
t w

ith
 h

um
an

s c
an

 in
fe

ct
 th

em
 w

ith
 

se
rio

us
 d

ise
as

es
.

U
N

D
ER

ST
A

N
D

IN
G

 
TH

E 
R

IS
K

S
H

um
an

s c
an

 b
e 

in
fe

ct
ed

 b
y 

di
se

as
es

 
of

 a
ni

m
al

 o
rig

in
 b

y 
ha

nd
lin

g 
or

 
ea

tin
g 

co
nt

am
in

at
ed

 b
us

hm
ea

t a
s 

w
el

l a
s t

hr
ou

gh
 d

ire
ct

 c
on

ta
ct

 w
ith

 
th

e 
bl

oo
d 

or
 o

th
er

 b
od

ily
 fl

ui
ds

 o
f  

in
fe

ct
ed

 a
ni

m
al

s.

B
U

SH
M

EA
T 

Pr
ec

au
tio

ns

D
o 

no
t c

on
su

m
e 

di
sh

es
 m

ad
e 

w
ith

  
an

im
al

 b
lo

od
 o

r r
aw

 o
r u

nd
er

co
ok

ed
 

bu
sh

m
ea

t. 

An
im

al
 c

ar
ca

ss
es

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 w

ild
lif

e 
th

at
 

di
ed

 o
f u

nk
no

w
n 

ca
us

es
, c

an
 s

til
l t

ra
ns

m
it 

di
se

as
es

.

Ev
en

 if
 a

 v
iru

s-
in

fe
ct

ed
 a

ni
m

al
 

do
es

 n
ot

 g
et

 si
ck

 o
r s

ho
w

 
id

en
tifi

ab
le

 si
gn

s o
f i

lln
es

s, 
it 

ca
n 

st
ill

 in
fe

ct
 o

th
er

 a
ni

m
al

s 
an

d 
pe

op
le

. 

An
im

al
s l

ike
 g

or
ill

as
, 

ch
im

pa
nz

ee
s, 

du
ik

er
 a

nt
el

op
es

 
an

d 
ba

ts
 p

os
e 

a 
gr

ea
te

r r
is

k 
of

 tr
an

sm
itt

in
g 

ce
rt

ai
n 

se
rio

us
 

di
se

as
es

 li
ke

 v
ira

l h
ae

m
or

rh
ag

ic 
fe

ve
rs.
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le
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CO
O
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 A
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RA
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N

IM
A
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w
ith
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au
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n

PR
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 Y
O

U
R 

H
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be
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re
 h
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dl

in
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ra
w

 m
ea
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D
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H
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CA
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SS
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 W
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RE
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vo
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 w
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e 
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bo
di

ly
 

flu
id
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in

cl
ud
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g 
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 b
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od
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