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AMR, is there a problem? 

AMR

AIDS + 
MALARIA

2021 : leading directly to 1.14 million deaths and 
playing a role in a further 4.71 million deaths.

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01867-
1/fulltext

AMR-related mortality data - unknown
AMR prevalence  data – partial but growing

Need for improved health and production data 
collection to accurately produce AMU and AMR 
burden estimates.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S235277142400243X

You can influence this!



What we do know in the animal health sector

You should be familiar with this. 



• The animal health sector is a key player in the fight against AMR:

• Pathogens that are resistant to antimicrobials can be transmitted 
between animals, humans, plants and the environment.

• Many antimicrobials used in veterinary medicine are also used in 
human medicine and plants.

• Effective antimicrobials are critical to ensure animal health and 
thus local and global economies, enabling access to nutritious and 
safe food, essential for human health. 

The animal health sector must accelerate its response

‘Because we share One World, we all share One Health.’



Predicted changes in antimicrobial use by 2050
(business as usual) – using FAO livestock production trend data
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What is the cost of AMR from a One Health perspective?

https://www.woah.org/en/superbugs-could-jeopardise-food-security-for-over-two-billion-people-and-increase-annual-health-care-costs-by-
us-159-billion-annually-by-2050-finds-most-extensive-modelling-to-date/



From now to 2050…

If we do not change our current behaviour…

3 deaths per minute



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BYThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://documents.un.org/d
oc/undoc/gen/n24/292/73/p
df/n2429273.pdf 

AMR is an urgent threat, for ALL 
SECTORS.

How to contain it? 

1. By investing in animal health 
systems (#73),

2. Prioritising prevention (#72),

3. while implementing 
antimicrobial stewardship 
principles (#69 & #70).

UN Political Declaration on AMR - Commitments

https://foto.wuestenigel.com/alarm-clock-with-handwritten-2024-text-on-yellow-background/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://austria-forum.org/af/Geography/America/United_States/Pictures/New_York_3/Headquarters_of_the_United_Nations_-_Assembly_Hall
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/292/73/pdf/n2429273.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/292/73/pdf/n2429273.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/292/73/pdf/n2429273.pdf


Prevention

Cross-sector coordination

Surveillance

Sustainable financing

Four priorities for the animal health sector

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/02/2024-un-
political-declaration-on-amr-takeaways-for-vs.pdf

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/04/2425-accelerating-
action-against-amr-closing-gaps-in-the-ah-sector.pdf

You should be familiar with this. 



A WOAH-organized advocacy workshop focused on AMR and countries' 
commitments to the United Nations political declaration on AMR, with 
emphasis on veterinary services and One Health implementation 
across animal health sectors.

Key Objectives: 

• Increase awareness of AMR threats; 
• Understand UN commitments and the 

role of veterinary services; 
• Share experiences and learn from each 

other; 
• Develop a joint action plan for 

implementing animal health 
commitments.

26th Conf. WOAH Regional Commission for Africa

https://rr-africa.woah.org/en/news/amr-in-focus-advocacy-on-commitment-towards-the-high-level-meeting-unga-hlm-on-amr/

13 recommendations



The key recommendations from the AMR advocacy workshop (Addis Ababa, 2025) were:
• WOAH to provide recommendations and guidelines on prevention and antimicrobial stewardship applicable in 

pastoralist populations, and field level AMU data collection.

• WOAH to further engage with pharmaceutical to foster R&D around alternatives to antimicrobials (i.e., probiotics, 
phage therapy, etc.)

• Delegates to leverage on the national disease control priorities in consideration for inclusion of diseases on the WOAH 
list of diseases for which vaccination could reduce the use of antimicrobials as a measure to reduce AMU and 
consequently reduce AMR.

Under WOAH’s strategic pillar: prevention

R3

R8

R9

Invest in and prioritise preventative measures :
• the effective implementation of biosecurity measures and good animal husbandry practices 
• The use of alternatives to antimicrobials, including vaccines

Strengthen Veterinary Services to improve prevention, diagnosis, treatment and antimicrobial stewardship



VACCINATION

BIOSECURITY

STANDARDS

PROPER ANIMAL 

HUSBANDRY

Prevention, prevention & more prevention ! 

We (mostly) know what works and 
how to do it. Be a prevention 
champion, use the tools and share 
best practices widely.



• Extension to non-food producing animals
• Inclusion of national action plans and need for One Health approach
• Strengthening environmental impact of antimicrobial use
• Clarifying and detailing responsibilities & actions for all concerned actors
❑ Competent authorities
❑ Pharmaceutical industry
❑ Wholesale & retail distributors
❑ Veterinarians
❑ Animal feed manufacturers
❑ Food animal producers
❑ Owners of non-food producing animals

WOAH standards = your standards

On antimicrobial stewardship

Terrestrial Animal Health Code

Aquatic Animal Health Code

• 6.8 – AMR Surveillance being updated​

• 6.9 – Veterinary medical use vs. Non-
veterinary medical use​

• Technical Reference Documents​

• Under design – VetAWaRe List​

• Ch.6.10. Responsible and prudent use 
of antimicrobial agents in veterinary 
medicine

• Ch.6.2. Principles for responsible and prudent 
use of antimicrobial agents in aquatic animals

• Technical Reference Documents​

• Field level AMU data collection guidance soon 
to be published​

New in 
2024

STANDARDS TRDs



Champion responsible & prudent use



Under WOAH’s strategic pillar: prevention

On vaccination
An underutilised tool in disease prevention and control.

What national vaccination 
strategies is your country already 

implementing ?

These 2 lists are a 
good starting 

point.

Can you identify gaps in the 
management of diseases of 
national importance for which 

vaccines could reduce AMU?

Are you involved in the production 
of vaccines? 
What plans are in place to improve 

the implementation of the 
standards for vaccine quality, 
safety, and efficacy ?

If NOT, 
WHY NOT?!



The key recommendations from the AMR advocacy workshop (Addis Abeba, 2025) were:
• Delegates to join VSAFE-pilot WOAH’s system on substandard and falsified veterinary products (vaccines, diagnostics 

and medicines), as well as updating and implementing regulatory controls and pharmacovigilance.

• Delegates to continue strengthening AMR/AMU surveillance programs, regularly reporting to ANIMUSE and 
transforming ANIMUSE data into national reports and policy briefs to inform and influence political decision-making 
levels, in collaboration with WOAH.

• Delegates to encourage their AMR teams to publish and use national AMR and AMU reports in developing economic 
cases using evidence-based data to convince politicians on the need for domestic investment in implementation of 
AMR National Action Plans, the cost of inaction and the projected return on investment.

Under WOAH’s strategic pillar: surveillance

R4

R7

R11

National surveillance systems must be strengthened and institutionalised to 
support informed decision-making a should be shared across sectors to support 
decision making under a One Health approach. 



And most importantly, use your national data on 
AMU/AMR in animal health policy decisions including 
national vaccination strategies



The key recommendations from the AMR advocacy workshop (Addis Abeba, 2025) were:
• Delegates to contact the Nigerian Delegate to share ideas, thoughts and suggestions to shape the agenda of the fifth 

Ministerial meeting on AMR planned to be held in Nigeria in 2026.

• Delegate, or veterinary services staff to link up with colleagues from Ministry of Health working on AMR, and synergies 
around common issues like; a) behavioural change around vaccination b) the cost-effective implementation of 
diagnostics (pathogens identification and antimicrobial susceptibility testing) and c) successful implementation of 
vaccination programmes.

• WOAH & Delegates to develop and run awareness campaigns at schools and among general public, looking to better 
involve civil society, credible influential figures and media, turning all of them into allies for positive advocacy.

R1

R2

R5

Multi-sectoral National Action Plans on AMR are key:
• clearly identifying and funding priority needs for every sector, including animal health, 
• ensuring the establishment of efficient cross-sectoral coordination mechanisms.

Under strategic pillar: cross-sectoral coordination



‘By 2030, all countries must have multisectoral 
National Action Plans on AMR with national  targets 
set and under implementation (24)’

 All relevant stakeholders -farmers, animal health 
professionals, academia, volunteers, civil society, 
private sector, and youth - should be involved in the 
development and implementation of these plans.

Did you know? 

Do you know your counterpart in 
the Ministry of Health/national 
public health system? 

How often do you speak with 
them /exchange information?

Do you know if your country 
has an AMR NAP? Have you 
read it?

If NO, 
GO AND FIND OUT!

Think about all the stakeholders that should be involved in 
the development and implementation of the NAP in your 
country and share your ideas with your leaders.



The key recommendations from the AMR advocacy workshop (Addis Ababa, 2025) were:
• Delegates to get informed about their country partnership framework with the World Bank (WB), to identify and 

connect to the agriculture/livestock attaché at the WB national office, so more efficient exchanges and roadmaps can 
be proposed to country ministry of finances to strengthen animal health systems.

• Delegates to consider public private partnerships in sustaining the accessibility of vaccines and vaccination 
programmes while prioritising animal disease prevention through farm biosecurity measures.

• Delegates to use PVS recommendations as supportive evidence for investments to veterinary services as an essential 
contributor to public health, food security and trade.

Under WOAH’s strategic pillar: funding

R6

R10

R12

Sustainable and predictable sources of funding need to be established at 
national and global levels to support the implementation of National Action 
Plans on AMR. 



Consider developing a national  
essential veterinary medicine list 
and argue for better access to these 
products.

At your level, how can you help 
make the case to 
Treasury/Ministry that 
investments in animal health & 
veterinary services should be a 
priority?  

Under WOAH’s strategic pillar: funding



1. AMR arises out of deficiencies in our systems. We must strengthen these urgently as the full toll of AMR 
on people, livestock and the economy is unacceptable.

2. We must meaningfully reduce and justify our use with a strong focus on highest priority medically 
important antimicrobials.

3. We have a responsibility to invest in and prioritise preventative measures such strong biosecurity , good 
animal husbandry practices and vaccination.

4. We must do better at using our national data on AMU/AMR to inform animal health policy decisions 
including national vaccination strategies.

5. Everyone, regardless their role within the veterinary services, has a role to play. 

6. Tools exist. Use them, educate, advocate and act NOW !​

Six key messages 
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12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int

www.woah.org

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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