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Supporting Veterinary Services



• a global authority on animal health;

• We do that by improving animal health, globally, through;

Who we are



We have been at the forefront of controlling animal diseases for over 100 years. 

Since 1924, we have focused on monitoring and disseminating knowledge about 

animal diseases, as well as on how to use scientific data to limit the negative effects 

of animal diseases on society.

Our History



Key figures



Our Main Areas of Work



Our Governance Structure



• The highest authority of the Organisation, composed of all national 
Delegates, convenes at least once a year in May to adopts the standards 
published in the Codes and Manuals

• I Member = 1 Vote

Our Governance Structure - The World Assembly of Delegates



Our Governance Structure - National Focal Points

Assist the Delegate to:

• Comment on proposed draft 

standards

• Prepare and implement 

appropriate legislation

Technical contact points for WOAH 

regional offices and Headquarters

• Under the authority of the 

Delegate

Information exchange 

and international 

networking



Our Governance Structure - The Council 



Our Governance Structure - The Regional Commissions 



Our Governance Structure - The Specialists Commissions 



Our Governance Structure - The Specialists Commissions 



Our Governance Structure - The Director General



Expert Centres for animal diseases

Under the responsibility of an expert:

• Develop, perform and validate

diagnostic tests

• Store and distribute reference reagents

• Conduct laboratory proficiency tests of

samples from other Members’ laboratories

• Coordinate technical and scientific studies

• Organise technical and scientific training

for Members

Our Governance Structure - The Reference Centres



Our Financing Structure



Our Strategy: The Seventh Strategic Plan - 2021-2025.

 



Supporting Veterinary Services



Learn More About WOAH.
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