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Opening Remarks

• Presentation (20 minutes)
• Discussion (10 minutes)
• Summary and Next Steps (5 minutes)
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Implementation of WOAH standards :

➢ Improves animal health and welfare, and veterinary 

public health worldwide.

➢Facilitates safe international trade of animals and 

animal products.

➢Contributes to a fairer rules-based trading system 

by supporting international harmonisation.
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The principles of WOAH Standards

Adoption by resolution by the World Assembly (183 Members)

Specialist Commissions,
Working Groups & Ad-hoc

Groups 

Science-based

At least TWO cycles of
commenting by Delegates

Consensus-based

Key role of Delegates to 
consult national 

stakeholders 

Inclusiveness

1 Member

=

1 voice

=

1 vote
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Introduction
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Phase 4 
Adoption

Phase 3 
Commenting 
and review 

Phase 2 
Development 

of work 

Phase 1     
New work 

identification

2 to 4 years 

A transparent process to ensure that WOAH International Standards address Member needs. 

They are developed based on science while taking into consideration different contexts among 

Members to enable implementation. 
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Phase 1 - New work identified   

Phase 2 – Development of 

new or revised standard
Phase 4 - Adoption 

Phase 3 – Commenting and review 

In Specialist Commissions reports

 and at WOAH General Session

Communication with Members

throughout the process 

Detailed process available on WOAH Website
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• Specialist Commissions

• Members 

• Partner IOs

• WOAH Working Groups

• Regional Commission Conferences 

• WOAH Thematic conferences

• WOAH Strategies/programmes

• WOAH HQ

• AAHSC (Aquatic Code and 
Aquatic Manual)

• BSC (Terrestrial Manual) 

• TAHSC (Terrestrial Code) 

New work discussed 
by Specialist 
Commissions 

• Request recorded in the 
respective Specialist 
Commission report; 

• Decision and prioritisation;

• Work Prog. circulated for 
comments.

Inclusion in work 
programme

(or not)

• Coord. among Commissions;

• Consultation with SCAD / 
experts, as relevant;

• Request for additional 
information.

Consideration for 
inclusion in work 

programme

Work does not necessarily start immediately… and not all topics progress at the same pace… 
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Work Programme

For AAHSC (Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual) and TAHSC (Terrestrial Code)

- WP presents items the AAHSC and TAHSC have agreed to work on;

- each item includes a summary of the topic, stage of consideration, reference to previous 

SC report and priority of each item;

- priority is 1 to 4 (1 is highest and 4 is lowest)
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Work cycle for the Terrestrial Manual

Members to consult with experts and provide comments to 
improve scientific accuracy and relevance of the text

Revised standards that will be proposed for adoption.
2nd round of comments should only be essential 

amendments that are crucial to the update.
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Accessing the Work Programme and 

standard-setting work for each 

Specialist Commission



TAHSCSCADBSC

WGAHG

AAHSC



Delegate portal - Home (sharepoint.com)

https://oieoffice365.sharepoint.com/sites/OIEDelegatewebsite/SitePages/en/Home.aspx?e=1%3Ac1c7fb2a424c425598536856356c4842
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Discussion
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Engage in the 

Standard-setting process
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• The Specialist Commissions are meeting now!

• Consult the February 2025 meeting reports (end March/early April) for:

• Updated Work Programme

• Chapters to be proposed for adoption

• Chapters circulated for comment 

• Other activities.

• Pre-General Session webinars

- 22 April [BSC]

- 23 April [TAHSC]

- 24 April [AAHSC]



Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

rr-africa.woah.org

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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