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WOAH's current 
activities 

WOAH is an 

international 

organisation with an 

essential role in global 

animal health 

governance, working to 

create a more 

sustainable future that 

benefits animals, people 

and the planet.
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WOAH 

INTERNATIONAL 

STANDARDS

Engagement in 

development and 

implementation

➢ WOAH Standards: Terrestrial Code, Terrestrial 

Manual, Aquatic Code, Aquatic Manual 

➢ 72 new or revised chapters (across all WOAH 

Standards) were adopted at 2024 General Session and 

published in 2024 editions.

➢ your engagement in the Standard-setting process 

is critical to ensure standards consider perspective of 

WOAH Members of Africa.

➢ Of the Commission reports circulated for comments 

between Feb 2020 and Feb 2024:
- AU-IBAR submitted comments on 7 of the 9 TAHSC and AAHSC 

reports, respectively; 

- South Africa submitted comments on 8 of the 9 TAHSC reports;

- No comments submitted on BSC reports.
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Number of annual reconfirmations by disease 

showing 

an increasing annual trend, 2012–2022

OFFICIAL RECOGNITION & MAINTENANCE OF 

ANIMAL HEALTH STATUS

390 Official status / endorsed programmes by WOAH

▪ 57% of Members have at least one recognition 

▪ 20% of Members of the Africa Region 

▪ Streamlining process initiated from September 2024

▪ Ongoing development of the Disease Status Management Platform
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OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED 
ANIMAL HEALTH STATUS OF AFRICA

WOAH endorsed disease control programmes

 FMD: 3 Members – Botswana, Morocco, Namibia

 CBPP & Dog-mediated rabies: 2 Members for both – Namibia, ZambiaFMD (5)

PPR (7)

CBPP (4) BSE (1)

AHS (4)
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GLOBAL INITIATIVES

Development and support in 

the implementation of global 

strategies 
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1. Ongoing and upcoming WOAH focused activities on rabies

• SADC (Namibia and Angola)

• Central Africa

• North Africa

2. WOAH Reference Laboratory Network for Rabies

• 14 laboratories providing support with rabies diagnostics, surveillance, capacity 
building and programme implementation

• WOAH Laboratory Twinning 

3. United Against Rabies Forum 

• 90+ organisations with representation from 38 countries

• Repository of tools and resources available at www.unitedagainstrabies.org 

• Annual stakeholder meeting (Paris, 2022; Rome, 2023; Cape Town, 2024)

http://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/


Empowering Veterinary Services, increasing visibility and modernising WOAH  to face animal health 

challenges 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 4 - 7 February 2025

During 2024, we received from African Members

Early warning module

36 immediate notifications

153 follow-up reports (with quantitative data; does 

not count ‘no evolution’ or final reports with no QD)

Monitoring module

199 six-monthly reports, 31 of which were for 

2024

12 annual reports

TRANSPARENCY

Animal Health 

Information 

management 
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62% (16)

Follow-up Evaluations 
(Member Re-engagement)

97 (1/3 in 
Africa)

PVS Activities Conducted

50% (15)

Public PVS Reports

60+ (23 in 
Africa)

Members Engaged

$140 million+

$1.2 billion 

$5 million+
14% increase in transparency

Includes 7 newly engaged
Members

CAPACITY BUILDING: PVS AND TRAINING SYSTEM (2023-2024)

2k+

Users enrolled New eModules available 
and in development

50+
 

1000+

Experts involved in 
capacity building initiatives 

40+

Collaborations and 
Partnerships

41(Members 
in Africa)

Sensitised on PPPs to 
strengthen VS
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COLLABORATION 

PARTNERSHIP 
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SCIENTIFIC EXPERTISE 

AND EXCELLENCE

More than 800 experts worldwide 

274 Reference Laboratories covering 109 

diseases or topics in 40 countries

76 Collaborating Centres in 33 countries
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Challenges 
faced by the 
animal health 
community

Transboundary emerging and food-

borne diseases 

Zoonoses

Insufficient access to protein in 

many regions 

Climate change

Pandemics

Changes in food consumption 

patterns

Animal welfare, and 

Growing demands for eco-friendly 

animal production systems
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Data source : WAHIS & official communications from Members to WOAH

HPAI 2024-2025 as of 27 January 

ASF
2024-2025 as of 27 January

Information 2024 – 2025 (as of 27/01/2025)

https://wahis.woah.org/#/home
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WOAH’s future 
actions 

WOAH  is ready to 

respond to its Members’ 

current needs through 

the revision of its 

governance, the 

rethinking of its policies 

and activities to ensure 

relevant approaches 

helping Members to 

meet current and future 

challenges 
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Future actions

Animal Health is a political issue and 

improving it: 

- Contributes to food security

- Boosts economy

- Promotes safe trade

- Protects public health

- Preserves wildlife and biodiversity

- And helps mitigate climate change

INCREASING 

VISIBILITY

A driver of prosperity ! 
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Accelerating action against 
antimicrobial resistance: closing the 

gaps in the animal health sector
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Future actions

STRENGTHENING VETERINARY 

SERVICES

• The society needs strong VS

• The support must be both technical and 

financial

• RR/SRR work will be essential 

• Solidarity must be our motto!
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Future actions

MODERNISING WOAH

• To adapt and confidently step into the future

• Be recognised as an efficient and agile 

organisation where innovation in animal health is 

discussed 

• Work to live the values and objectives of diversity, 

equity, inclusion and efficiency

• Better regional representation and involvement of 

the Regional Commissions 

• New expertise into WOAH’s work

• Availability of standards in different languages 

• Members involvement in the standard-setting 

process

• Inclusivity and representation on the ExCom, the 

Specialist Commissions and Working Groups 
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Reflection about 

WOAH 

governance

Future Actions
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Statutory contributions

How is WOAH funded?

Information 

Management

are the only source of sustainable and equitable funding, but

Regular budget

30%
provided by only

16 Members in Category 1

Human resources
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Statutory contributions are then complemented by 

The World Fund

130
Grants supporting different 

activities

How is WOAH funded?
Voluntary contributions

Information 

Management

Human resources

15%
benefitting Africa 
exclusively in 2024



Empowering Veterinary Services, increasing visibility and modernising WOAH  to face animal health 

challenges 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 4 - 7 February 2025

Your thoughts



Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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