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Structure of the CAHWs guidelines
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Structure of the curriculum
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Structure of the curriculum

• 1 1  t ra i n i n g  m o d u l e s
• 4 0  c o m p e te n c i e s

• 2 2  c o r e c o m p e te n c i e s
• 1 8  a d d i t i o n a l c o m p e te n c i e s
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Structure of this document

T h i s  i s a  c o m p e t e n c y - b a s e d c u r r i c u l u m  d e s i g n e d
t o  a l i g n s p e c i f i c c o m p e t e n c i e s w i t h c l e a r l y
d e f i n e d l e a r n i n g o u t c o m e s ,  e n s u r i n g t h a t
l e a r n e r s g r a d u a t e w i t h t h e  s k i l l s a n d  k n o w l e d g e
r e q u i r e d t o  e x c e l i n  t h e i r f i e l d .
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How to use this document?

U s e rs a re  e n c o u ra ge d t o  t a i l o r t h e i r c u r r i c u l u m  
t o  m e e t t h e  s p e c i f i c n e e d s o f  t h e i r c o u n t r y,  u s i n g
t h e  p ro v i d e d l e a r n i n g o u t c o m e s a s  a  fo u n d a t i o n
i n  l i n e  w i t h t h e  g u i d e l i n e s .
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How to use this document?

H o w e ve r,  c o re c o m p e t e n c i e s m u st  b e i n c l u d e d i n  
a l l  C A H Ws t ra i n i n g  p ro g ra m s ,  re ga rd l e s s o f  t h e  
t a s k s o r  f u n c t i o n s ex p e c t e d o f  t h e m .

A d d i t i o n a l c o m p e t e n c i e s a re  o p t i o n a l a n d  c a n  b e
i n t e g ra t e d w i t h t h e  c o re c o m p e t e n c i e s t o  c re a t e
a  c u r r i c u l u m  t a i l o re d t o  a  c o u nt r y ' s s p e c i f i c
n e e d s .
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How to develop your 

own curriculum?
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The Modules and Units in the Curricula Guidelines were developed to deliver the 
Competencies and Learning Outcomes identified.  

Each Unit describes discrete areas of training that allow students to achieve specific 
Competencies, which describe what the student will know and be able to do on 
completion of the Unit (KSAs). 

Related Units are combined in the document to form indicative Modules, but 
Member Countries may choose to organise Units into a Module structure best 
adapted to their needs. 
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Unit

Unit Unit

Unit

Unit •Module

•Module

•Module



11Title of presentation Chapter title Date

The Curricula Guidelines are designed to allow a modular approach to curriculum 
development. 

The Units are presented within suggested Modules, but single Units can be added to 
Module within an established curriculum or re-arranged to make different 
Modules as appropriate for the qualification to be attained.

In circumstances where there is an urgent requirement for CAHWs because they are 
needed but are currently lacking, a Member Country may select a smaller number of 
those Units which are deemed most relevant and deliver a shorter curriculum with 
an emphasis on building practical skills, with the understanding that further 
theoretical foundations will be available in the future.
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The duration and format of a well-rounded and comprehensive curriculum may vary 
for each training provider depending on the needs of the country. 

Where resources are available Member Countries may choose to develop a 
comprehensive curriculum with strong emphasis on practical skills and a good 
theoretical knowledge to back up those skills.
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Exercise:

CAHWs are needed to provide both veterinary extension services and government regulatory services to 

livestock owners in a designated area under the rules of the Veterinary Statutory Body in the Country .

The CAHWs will be authorized by the VSB to provide these services to farmers on behalf of the government 

within a specific geographical area. In order for a CAHW to be authorized to carry out these specific activities, 

the VSB requires demonstration of specific competencies acquired through training at an approved training 

institution and or NGO. 

Example Job Description

The CAHW should be able to perform both the following tasks:

▪ Routine veterinary extension services; and

▪ Regulatory services e.g. disease surveillance, data collection and reporting
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How and where to start
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Select the competencies relevant to the 

specified job needs.
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Select the relevant units and allocate to 

modules
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Build your curriculum accordingly
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Present your sample curriculum
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Conclusion

The WOAH CAHW Guidelines clarify the curricula needed to appropriately train 
CAHWs around the world to fulfil the competency needs identified in the WOAH 
Guidelines. 

Training institutions and or NGOs may use the document to define and improve the 
quality and outcomes of CAHW training with emphasis on delivering the appropriate 
competencies. 

Veterinary statutory bodies will also be able to use the document to better define 
the roles and responsibilities of CAHWs working in the veterinary domain.  

The Guidelines contribute to competent CAHWs as well as the improvement of the 
quality of Veterinary Services around the world. 
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Thank you

If  you have any comments or questions, please contact: 

x.chavez@woah.org

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:x.chavez@woah.org
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