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Prevention: Implement measures to avoid disease introduction and spread. 
Includes vaccination, biosecurity, surveillance, quarantine, and risk 
management.

Elimination: Reduce disease transmission to a very low level but not 
necessarily zero. Control disease within a defined area or population.

Eradication: Completely remove a specific disease from a defined area or 
population. Involves terminating all transmission through surveillance, 
containment, and control measures.

Do nothing?

Objectives of disease control programmes 
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Epidemiological investigations 

Think of a leaking tap:

• Turn off the tap 
INCIDENCE of disease (source 
tracings)

• Mop up the water 
PREVALENCE of disease (Spread 
tracings)

• Find out why it leaked
RISK FACTORS – how/why were the 
animals exposed to disease 
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Epidemiological investigation: what happens

Veterinary Authority 
receives communication 
and records key details  

Farmer/private 
veterinarian/other 
stakeholder raises 

suspicion 

Official veterinarian 
deployed to site

Movement restrictions 
and biosecurity

Veterinary investigation

Disease ruled out

Lab testing

Disease 
confirmed by 

Chief 
Veterinary 

Officer 

Response measures – 
Culling, disposal, cleaning 

and disinfection 
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Outbreak response 
• Activate response plan and mobilise 

resources
• National and international 

notifications
• Risk communication and community 

engagement 
• Measures on affected farm:

• Movement restrictions
• Culling/depopulation and 

disposal of animals (with 
compensation)

• Cleaning and disinfection on 
the farm

• Biosecurity, movement controls 
• Surveillance 
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WOAH resources

• Diagnostics: point-of-care tests and 
laboratory algorithm manual

• Wild boar: publication with FAO on ASF 
in wild boar ecology and biosecurity

• Awareness and communication 
materials

• All available at 
https://www.woah.org/en/disease/afric
an-swine-fever/
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Relevant WOAH standards

Chapter 1.4. Animal health surveillance
Chapter 1.5. Surveillance for arthropod vectors of animal diseases
Chapter 4.1. Introduction to recommendations for the prevention and control of 
transmissible animal diseases
Chapter 4.2. General principles on identification and traceability of live animals
Chapter 4.3. Design and implementation of identification systems to achieve animal 
traceability
Chapter 4.4. Zoning and compartmentalisation
Chapter 4.13. Disposal of dead animals
Chapter 4.14. General recommendations on disinfection and disinsection
Chapter 4.16. Hygiene precautions, identification, blood sampling and vaccination
Chapter 4.19. Official control programmes for listed and emerging diseases
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Relevant WOAH standards
Chapter 4.19. Official control programmes for listed and emerging diseases

Upon confirmation of an outbreak of a listed disease or an emerging disease that is subject to an official control 
programme, effective risk management should be applied. This depends on the implementation of a combination of 
measures operating concurrently or consecutively. These measures should aim at:
1.tracing forward and backward in-contact animals and potentially infected or contaminated commodities or 
fomites through epidemiological investigation;
2.eliminating the source of the pathogenic agent, by:

1. the killing or slaughter of animals infected or suspected of being infected, as appropriate, and safe disposal 
of dead animals and disposal or treatment of other potentially contaminated commodities and fomites, such 
as beddings and single use clothing and equipment;

2. the cleaning, disinfection and, if relevant, disinsection of premises and other fomites such as vehicles, 
clothing and equipment;

3.preventing the spread of disease, infection or infestation through:
1. movement restrictions on commodities and fomites, as appropriate;
2. biosecurity;
3. vaccination, treatment or selective killing of animals;
4. control of vectors;
5. communication and public awareness.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_foyer_de_maladie
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie_de_la_liste_de_l_oie
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie_emergente
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_programme_officiel_de_prophylaxie
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_gestion_du_risque
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_animal
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_marchandise
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_mise_a_mort
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_abattage
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_animal
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_animal
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_marchandise
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_desinfection
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_vehicule_navire
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infestation
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_marchandise
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_securite_biologique
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_vaccination
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_mise_a_mort
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_animal
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_vecteur
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