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1. Chapter 7.1. Introduction to recommendations for the welfare of
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2. Chapter 7.2. Welfare of farmed fish during transport

3. Chapter 7.3. Welfare aspects of stunning and killing of farmed fish
for human consumption

4. Chapter 7.4. Killing of farmed fish for disease control purposes
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Adopted in 2008 1. General information : Chapter 7.1. Introduction to
(TAHC, adopted in 2019) recommendations for the welfare of farmed fish
Adopted in 2013 2. Specific information : Chapter 7.4. Killing of farmed

(TAHC, adopted in 2016) fish for disease control purposes
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Adopted in 2013
(TAHC, adopted in 2016)

2. Specific information : Chapter 7.4. Killing of farmed
fish for disease control purposes
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Scope and general
principles

Related Chapters :

4.6. Contingency
planning;

4.8. Handling, disposal
and treatment of aquatic
animal waste;

5.5. Control of aquatic
animal health risks
associated with transport;

7.2. Welfare of farmed fish
during transport;

7.3. Welfare aspects of
stunning and killing of
farmed fish for human
consumption.

These recommendations are based on the
premise that a decision to kill the farmed
fish for disease control purposes has been
made, and address the need to ensure the
welfare of the farmed fish until they are
dead.

The culling of individual farmed fish, in the
course of farming operations (i.e. sorting,
grading, or background morbidity), is out
of the scope of this chapter.

Fish welfare considerations should be addressed
within contingency plans for disease control.

The killing method should be selected taking into
consideration fish welfare and biosecurity
requirements as well as safety of the personnel.

When fish are killed for disease control purposes,
methods used should result in immediate death or
iImmediate loss of consciousness lasting until death;
when loss of consciousness is not immediate,
induction of unconsciousness should be non-aversive
or the least aversive possible and should not cause
avoidable pain, distress or suffering in fish.

The methods described in Cap. 7.3. (i.e. for human
consumption) can also be used for disease control
purposes. Some of the methods recommended for
disease control (e.g. anaesthetic overdose, macera-
tion) may render the fish unsuitable for human
consumption and should be specified in the cont. plan.

6) Depending on the situation, emergency Killing of
fish may be carried out on site or after fish are
transported to an approved killing facility.
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@)) Operational guidelines for affected premises and approved killing facilities

The following should apply when killing fish:

1. Operational procedures should be adapted to the specific circumstances on the
premises and sh address fish welfa d biosecurity specific to the disease of
concern.

2. Killingof fish should be carried out without delay by appropriately qualified

rsonnel with all due consideration made to increased biosecurity protocols.

. Handling of fish should be kept to-aminimum to avoid stress and to prevent spread

of disease. This should be done in accordance with the articles de

. Methods used to kill the fish should render them unconscious until death or kill

them in the shortest time possible, and should not cause avoidable pain ordi

. There/should be continuous monitoring of the procedures to ensure they are

congistently effective with regard to biesecurity and fish welfare.

6. Standard operating procedures (SOP's) should be available and followed at the

gremises.



https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_securite_biologique
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_securite_biologique
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_securite_biologique
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@)) Operational guidelines for affected premises and approved killing facilities

Procedures for the killing of fish on affected premises for disease control purposes should
be developed by the operator and approved by the Competent Authority, taking into

consideration fish welfare and biosecurity requirements as well as safety of the personnel
and should include consi '

1. handling and movement of fish;
ecies, number, age and size of fish to be killed;
. methods for killing the fish;
4. availability of anaesthetic agents suitable t
5. equipment needed to kill the fish;

6. any legakissues (e.g. the use of anaesthetic agents s
7. preserice of other nearby aquaculture premises;

8. disposal of killed fish i ith Chapter 4.8.

ill the fish;

itable for killing fish);



https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_competente
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_securite_biologique
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_aquaculture
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aquatic_animal_waste.htm#chapitre_aquatic_animal_waste

@)) Killing by an overdose of an anaesthetic agent H

This article refers to killing methods using an overdose of an anaesthetic agent.

Anaesthetic agents used for killing fish should kill the fish effectively, not merely have an
anaesthetic effect.

When usinganaesthetic agents, the operating personnel should ensure that the solution
has thecorrect concentration for the water in which it is to be administered, and that
ies_and life stage of fish is used.

ish should be ke

in the anaesthetic solution until they are dead.

e Disadvantages (3)



@)) Mechanical killing methods 18

Decapitation

Decapitation, using a sharp device, such as a guillotine or knife, may be used but should be




https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/

https://rr-africa.woah.org/en/news/new-oie-aquatic-codes-available-for-download-in-pdf/
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