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Intergovernmental
Partners

• The World Organization for 
Animal Health (WOAH)

• The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO)

• Codex Alimentarius

• The Standards and Trade 
Development Facility (STDF) of 
the WTO

• Inter-American Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture 
(IICA)

Academic
Partners

• Michigan State University 
(MSU)

• Shanghai Jiao Tong University - 
Bor S. Luh Food Safety 
Research Center(SJTU)

• Wageningen University & 
Research Centre (WUR)

• Texas A&M University (TAMU)

• North Carolina State 
University (NC State)

Industry
Partners

• Global Food Safety Initiative 
(GFSI)

• International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO)

• Foundation for Food Safety 
Certification (FSSC)

• Food Industry Asia (FIA)

• SAI Platform

• Food Authenticity Network 
(FAN)



SSAFE
SSAFE is a global non-profit membership 
organization that works to protect Human, 
Plant & Animal Health (“One Health”) by 
responding quickly to emerging issues that 
affect the safe supply and trade of food 
around the world

Our collective expertise, from our Members 
and our Public-Private Partners, is deployed 
to deliver impactful solutions in a rapidly 
changing food environment

COLLABORATIVE

AGILE

EFFECTIVE

GLOBAL



SSAFE’s Goals for Animal Welfare

Standards developed 
through scientific research

Support for  
international trade

Outcomes-based 
requirements

Provide true welfare for 
food producing animals



Scope01

Normative references02

Terms and definitions03

Main principles in 
developing an animal 
welfare plan04

Developing an animal 
welfare plan05

Animal welfare 
thresholds for animal-
based measuresAnnex

ISO/TS 34700:2016
Animal welfare management — General requirements and guidance for 

organizations in the food supply chain



Terrestrial Animal Health Code, World Organization for Animal Health (WOAH TAHC)
A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  I S O  T S  3 4 7 0 0  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  a s p e c t s  f o r  w h i c h  p r o c e s s  o r  

s p e c i e s - s p e c i f i c  c h a p t e r s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  W O A H  T A H C

Animal welfare and beef cattle 
production systems

Chapter 7.9

Animal welfare and dairy cattle 
production systems

Chapter 7.11

Animal welfare and broiler chicken 
production systems

Chapter 7.10
Slaughter of animals

Chapter 7.5

Transport of animals by air

Chapter 7.4

Transport of animals by sea

Chapter 7.2
Transport of animals by land

Chapter 7.3



Evaluate & ReviewDraft AW Plan

Gap Analysis Implement AW Plan



WOAH

Recognizes WOAH’s 
principles as THE baseline 

global Animal Welfare 
Standard

A

BENCHMARK

Enables benchmarking 
against science-based 
principles, criteria and 

standards

B

GUIDANCEProvides practical guidance 
to enable animal producers 

to better manage the 
welfare of their livestock

C

TRADE

Facilitates market access 
and trade by providing 
harmonized Animal Welfare 
practices 

D

RESPECT
Respects geographical, 
environmental, cultural and 
religious differences

E

GOVERNANCE Establishes an independent 
governance mechanism to 
ensure credibility of private 
certification schemes

F

VALUE ISO 
TS34700



Reconfirmed in 
2019, potential 

revision within the 
next year

Support further 
adoption and roll 

out around the 
globe

Provide more 
practical 

implementation 
guidance for 

farmers

Expand to 
potentially include 

a solution for 
labelling

NEXT STEPS FOR 
ISO TS 34700



Animal Welfare Labelling
A challenge all-round for producers, trade, 

manufacturers and consumers



LABELLING STUDY

6 Mandatory Labels189 Voluntary Labels 2 Retailer Labels

Single Species vs Multi-Species Programs







For poultry and cattle there are 125+ labels 
worldwide with 60+ labels in Europe

In Germany there are 10 different labels for 
eggs alone; only 3 are international 

In the USA there are 13 different labels for 
eggs and 3 types of AW claims; only 5 are 
international and only 3 can be used in 
Europe

Claims have different meanings and 
requirements in different regions (e.g. “Free-
range”) requiring a per-country analysis 
and strategy while creating confusion 
amongst consumers

LABELLING AROUND THE WORLD
Multiple labels per species across regions makes global trade difficult and creates confusion



Requires that 
transport 

times must 
be kept to an 

absolute 
minimum, but 
minimum not 

defined

Certified Humane

Defines 
maximum 
transport 
times for 
each tier

Animal Welfare 
Certified 

(Global Animal 
Partnership)

Documented 
procedures 
for handling, 
movement, 

loading, 
unloading 

and transport 
of animals 

(Tier 3)

NSF Global Animal 
Wellness 

Standards

Detailed 
processing 

standards for 
transport and 
slaughtering

Naturland Organic

Some 
transport 

requirements 
included

Good Animal 
Husbandry 
Practices 

Certification 
Program

Labelling Programs and Live Animal Transport



CHALLENGES
COST

Costs (implementation, 
audit, membership)

CONFUSION

Variety of different labels 
increases the risk of 

consumers being confused 
or misled

DISTORTED 
COMPETITION

Producers applying higher 
standards are at 

disadvantage

COMPLEXITY

40% of labels address 
dimension other than AW 

(e.g. environment, food 
safety)

LACK OF 
STANDARDS

Lack of standardized 
definitions and auditing 

processes for claims

CLAIMS

Lack of clarity between 
scientific and marketing 

AW claims



Conclusions for AW Labelling

LIFECYCLE
Animal Welfare 
labels should 

cover the whole 
life animals 
(breeding, 

farming, transport, 
slaughter)

INDICATORS
Animal Welfare 

labels should be 
based on a set of 

science-based 
indicators 

covering inputs, 
outcomes 

indicators and 
management 

practices

ENGAGEMENT

Involve all relevant 
stakeholders in the 

governance of 
Animal Welfare 
labels to avoid 

conflicts of interest

TIERS
Provide multi-
tiered Animal 

Welfare labels to 
enable continuous 
improvement and 

aspirations for 
producers while 
providing clear 

choices for 
consumer

VALUES

Eanble labels to 
be accessible and 
recognized across 

borders for 
producers willing 
to participate in 

the program



THANK YOU

www.ssafe-food.org 
qlissaur@ssafe-food.org
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