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Animal welfare should not 
be seen as a stand-alone 
issue, but in relationship 
with other important SDGs 
objectives such as food 
security and safety, human, 
animal and environmental 
health, the containment of 
antimicrobial resistance, 
economic, environmental 
and social sustainability, 
biodiversity conservation, 
gender equality and social 
justice.
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FAO gives priority to an 
approach to animal 
welfare that leads to 
benefits for both 
producers and their 
animals
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How? A roadmap for success  

1.
Building science and 

evidence-based 
narratives or visions for 

Sustainable Livestock 
Transformation

5.
Taking a holistic 

approach that considers 
the multiple 

sustainability 
dimensions of livestock 
systems throughout the 

entire value chain

4.
Accelerating sustainable 

transformation of 
livestock sector through 

greater cooperation, 
partnership and 

innovation

3.
Promoting and 

implementing policy and 
responsible investment 

for impact at scale

2. 
Promoting the adoption 
of tailored and context-
specific good practices 

Sustainable
Livestock Transformation Framework

Building a more sustainable, efficient, inclusive, 
and resilient livestock sector for all

“Outcome” = actors along the value chain share and adopt good practices

  “Impact” = better production, better nutrition, better environment and a better life
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Focus areas – sustainable pathways

1. 
Sustainable large 

ruminant 
production

4.
Sustainable and 

resilient small-scale 
and pastoral systems

5.
Sustainable, resilient 
and safe value chains 

(Animal feed, genetics, 
animal health and welfare,, 
food safety, market access, 

etc.)

3. 
Sustainable pig and 
poultry production

2. 
Sustainable small 

ruminant 
production

Taking a progressive approach towards a more sustainable, 
efficient, inclusive and resilient livestock sector

(With country, region, sector context-specific)

animal welfare
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▪ World Conference on Animal Welfare in the Sustainable Agri-food Systems - 
Towards the sustainable agri-food systems’ transformation , 29-30 October 2024, 
Beijing, China

▪ Regional Conference for the Sustainable Transformation of Livestock in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 5-6 November 2024, Punta del Este, Uruguay

▪ Livestock Innovation Forum - Innovations to Support Sustainable Livestock 
Transformation in the Asia and the Pacific Region, 12-15 November 2024, 
Thailand

▪ FAO Sustainable Livestock Transformation Hub – Sharing good practices

▪ Global Plan of Action for Sustainable Livestock Transformation

forthcoming
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How can better animal welfare contribute to sustainable 
transformation of the livestock sector?

❑ Increase in production performance (increase in food security 
and economic sustainability)

❑ Positive effects on human and animal health, the containment 
of antimicrobial resistance, gender empowerment

❑ Positive effects on the environment
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❑   higher productivity and product quality (minimise pain, fear and distress lead 
to meat quality improvement)

❑   lower pre-slaughter losses (fewer bruises and injuries during transport result in 
less carcass downgrading)

❑   lower animal and public health risks (including lower use of antimicrobials)

❑   higher potential for early diagnosis of diseases, production decreases and behavioural 

      problems

❑  higher workers’ safety (lower incidence of abnormal & injurious behaviour)

❑  higher access to market opportunities

❑  better image of animal source food
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❑   Advocacy, awareness raising, education, information sharing, 
dialogue, communication
❑   Multi-disciplinary approach
❑   Risk assessment, benchmarking, measuring, monitoring
❑   Balancing multiple constituencies’ interests and concerns 
❑   Access to technical and scientific information
❑   Adequate policies and legislation
❑   Compliance (good practices), verification
❑   Training, training, training  

What does it take?
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❑ Technical and scientific information, guidelines and good practices

❑  Capacity development, Training of all operators

❑  A forum, a platform for multi-stakeholder dialogue and collaboration

❑  Opportunities for awareness raising, education, information sharing 
and communication

What does FAO provide?
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A 10-year FAO initiative to Reduce the Need for Antimicrobials on 
Farms for sustainable agrifood systems transformation

RENOFARM PLANs:
✓ 100 countries participate in the initiative with 

their NAPs for AMR implemented, monitored, 
and updated in food and agriculture

✓ 50% of animal/plant health workers from 
participating countries are trained

✓ 80% of all participating countries contributing 
and sharing surveillance data to InFARM

RENOFARM initiative

5Gs
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Legal advise
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Applying the 
One Welfare approach 

Animal Welfare Good 
Practices in Agriculture 
Development
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An initiative of:

• World Bank

• Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO)

• World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)

• World Federation for Animals

• Wageningen University and Research (WUR)
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This initiative brings 
together actors of 
development, technical 
partners and the civil 
society to collect good and 
aspirational practices and 
prepare practical guidance 
on animal welfare in the 
specific context of Low- and 
Middle- Income Countries 
(LMICs).
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Thank you



for more information, visit our
websites, join our networks 
and subscribe our mailing lists:

Daniela.Battaglia@fao.org
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