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• Members are encouraged to participate in the 

standard-setting process and eventually adopt the 

standards.

• But do we know if and how Members implement 

standards once they are adopted?

WOAH and its Observatory

The adoption of the Resolution N°36 by the World 

Assembly of Delegates at the 2018 General Session. 

The Assembly recommends that: 

“The OIE develop an Observatory to monitor the 

implementation of its international standards, to 

increase transparency and to identify constraints and 

difficulties faced by Members”

https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Internationa_Standard_Setting/docs/pdf/Observatory/A-Reso_36.pdf


5WOAH and its Observatory: objectives and processes

Members’ role 

Gather data and insights regarding the implementation of WOAH standards

Identify areas where the implementation of WOAH standards falls short and provide 

recommendations and calls for action

Disseminate information, while preserving confidentiality

Overarching goal: Improve effectiveness and use of WOAH standards 



6Monitoring report versus thematic studies

Monitoring report

Existing datasets are used

A wide range of standards are reviewed

A high-level assessment of the level of 
implementation of these standards is performed

The main deliverables are published every 5 
years

Thematic studies

New, ad hoc data is collected

A small set of standards on a specific topic of 
interest are reviewed

The barriers and/or success factors to the 
implementation of these standards 

are assessed

Deliverables are published at least once a year



7Monitoring report

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-

do/standards/observatory/implementation-of-standards-

the-observatory-annual-report/

Next edition 1st 
semester 2025! 

First editio
n 2022

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/implementation-of-standards-the-observatory-annual-report/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/implementation-of-standards-the-observatory-annual-report/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/implementation-of-standards-the-observatory-annual-report/
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12 sections about the following topics:

01. Governance and Performance of Veterinary Services

02. Veterinary Services’ workforce and resources

03. World Trade Organization (WTO) notifications

04. Disease detection, surveillance and diagnosis

05. Transparency of Veterinary Services

06. Self-declarations of animal health status

07. Movement control inside countries/territories and 

precautions at borders

08. Zoning and compartmentalisation

09. Emergency preparedness

10. Antimicrobial use and antimicrobial resistance

11. Implementation of the One Health approach

12. Animal Welfare
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Use, challenges and impact 

of zoning
three selected diseases

Use, challenges and impact of 

compartments
1 disease

Animal welfare 
transport by land & sea

implementation and challenges 
faced

Target Vet. Services of Members
Vet. Services of Members
Private sector (companies + 
national/regional associations)

Vet. Services of Members

Methods
Questionnaire to all 
Members

- Questionnaire to all 
Members & Industry
- Focus groups

- Questionnaire to all Members
- Qualitative consultation of a 
selection of Members

Expected
deliverables

Descriptive report; factsheet; (dashboard; scientific paper)

Expected date of 
publication

January 2024
Zoning thematic study

2025
2024

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/use-challenges-and-impact-of-zoning-and-compartmentalisation/
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• 65% of WOAH Members completed at least one of the three 

questionnaires, 47% completed all three questionnaires

• Main findings:

• Zoning used primarily for disease control

• Positive impact on disease control and on trade

• Amongst WOAH Members using zoning,

• 1/4 of legislation

• 1/3 of the practice

• Took more than 2 years for the zone to be recognised by 
trade partners for 1/2 of the requests (AI and ASF free zones).

Thematic study on zoning

have not integrated 

WOAH standards

Factor analysis
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Animal biomass estimates the size of the animal population in tonnes. 

The biomass figure presented in this section is the biomass of terrestrial 

animals (excluding bees, dogs and cats) and refers to 2019.

VLU is an equivalence unit for the estimate of veterinary cost and care 

(workload). This unit establishes equivalence between species. The 
formula to calculate the VLUs is given in PVS Gap Analysis reports.

Source: Observatory 2023 Dashboard
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% Members in Africa who reported 
PPR as notifiable at national level

% Members in Africa who reported 
PPR as notifiable at national level

+ having surveillance system

% Members in Africa who reported 
PPR as notifiable at national level

+ having surveillance system
+ having national reference lab

Source: Observatory 2023 Dashboard
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The measures have been stable.
More awareness of the disease and 

improved surveillance.

Percentage of Members reporting undertaking at least one type of surveillance for PPR in at 
least one relevant domestic animal species, by year

Genral surveillance, targeted surveillance, monitoring, ante or post mortem inspection and/or screening

PPR surveillance in Africa over years.

In the Members in Africa where PPR is present/suspected. In the Members in Africa where PPR is absent.
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21Transparency – reporting gap for terrestrial diseases in Africa

Source: Observatory 2023 Dashboard



22Transparency – reporting gap for aquatic diseases in Africa

Source: Observatory 2023 Dashboard
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Source: Observatory 2023 Dashboard

*

(*) total number of participation may differ from the latest ANIMUSE database, due to the late submission of the AMU data during following years.
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Source: Observatory 2023 Dashboard
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Source: Observatory 2023 Dashboard
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