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Aquatic Animal 
Health Code.
Content



Aquatic Code

• new edition every year.

• latest edition available on 

WOAH website.

• previous editions are also 

available on WOAH website.

standards for the improvement of aquatic 
animal health and farmed fish welfare 
worldwide, including the prevention of 

disease spread through international trade 
of aquatic animals and aquatic animal 

products.



Aquatic Code – Horizontal chapters

• User’s Guide

• Glossary

• Section 1: Notification, diseases listed by WOAH and surveillance for aquatic 
animals

• Section 2: Risk analysis 

• Section 3: Quality of Aquatic Animal Health Services

• Section 4: Disease prevention and control  

• Section 5: Trade measures, importation/exportation procedures and health 
certification

• Section 6: Antimicrobial use in aquatic animals

• Section 7: Welfare of farmed fish



Aquatic Code – Disease-specific chapters (Sections 8 to 11)

31 disease-specific chapters (for WOAH listed diseases of amphibians, crustaceans, 
fish, mollusc)

Each chapter has provisions on:

• Definition of infection and susceptible species

• Safe commodities – criteria described in Chapter 5.4.

• importing countries should not apply trade restrictions to safe commodities 
with respect to the pathogenic agent concerned

• based on absence of the pathogenic agent in the traded commodity OR

• inactivation of the pathogenic agent by the treatment or processing methods to 
produce the aquatic animal product.

• Requirements for self-declaration of freedom of a country, zone or compartment

• Recommendations for safe trade for aquatic animals and aquatic animal products 
from a country, zone or compartment either free or not free from the listed disease
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Implementation of Safe trade

Quarantine and Border security

(Section 5)

Pre-export control and International 
Veterinary Certification

(Section 5 & Disease-specific chapters) 

Transparency and notification

(Section 1)

Developing International understanding  

Import risk analysis

(Section 2)

Quality of Aquatic Animal 
Health Services

(Section 3)

Trade roles and responsibilities

(Section 5)

Self declaration of freedom

(Section 1 & Disease- specific 
chapters) 

Building National programmes

Notification, diseases 

listed by WOAH 

(Section 1)

Disease prevention and 
control

(Section 4) 

Surveillance

(Section 1 & Disease- 
specific chapters) 

Antimicrobial use in 
aquatic animals

(Section 6)

Welfare of farmed fish

(Section 7)

In practice…



WOAH Standards are interconnected and should be applied in the Member’s context 

Code 
horizontal 
chapters

Code 
disease 
chapters

Manual 
chapters

Member context 



Evidence to 

support claim 

disease status

Chapter 5.1
&

Disease-specific 
chapters

Sanitary 

agreement

Section 5

Animal disease 

diagnosis, 

surveillance and 

notification

National priorities 

for 

international trade

Section 1
& 

Disease-specific 
chapters

Exporting/importing process and links with WOAH Aquatic Code

Before the negotiation During the negotiation Implementation

Section 3
&

Chapter 5.1

Evidence to 

support 

Quality of AAHS

Pre-export 

controls

Certification

Chapter 5.1
Chapter 5.3

Disease 

prevention and 

control

Section 4
&

Disease-specific chapters

Exporting country

Assessment of 

exporting country 

Chapter 5.1.
&

Section 3

Section 5

Animal disease 

diagnosis, 

surveillance and 

notification

National priorities 

for 

international trade

Section 1
& 

Disease-specific 
chapters

Section 2

Import risk 

analysis

Quarantine and 

Border security

Chapter 5.1 
Chapter 5.3

Disease 

prevention and 

control

Section 4
&

Disease-specific chapters

Sanitary 

agreement 

Importing country
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The Aquatic Manual provides a uniform and 

efficient approach to the detection of the 

diseases listed in the WOAH Aquatic Code, so 

that the requirements for the prevention and 

control of animal diseases and for health 

certification in connection with trade in aquatic 

animals and aquatic animal products can be met.

• new edition every year.

• latest edition available on WOAH website.



Aquatic Manual
Introductory chapters (Section 1.1.)

Disease-specific chapters (Sections 2.1 to 2.4)

Each chapter includes information on:

• Agent and host factors including susceptible species, and disease pattern

• Specimen selection, sample collection, transportation and handling

• Diagnostic methods, including a Table displaying WOAH recommended diagnostic 

methods and their level of validation for surveillance of apparently healthy animals and 

investigation of clinically affected animal

• Case definitions:

• suspect and confirmed case in apparently healthy animals

• suspect and confirmed case in clinically affected animals

• Test performance: tables giving the available validation data for tests for:

• presumptive diagnosis of clinically affected animals

• surveillance of apparently healthy animals: not available
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Valid laboratory results are essential for Aquatic Animal Health Services to implement a range 

of programmes for diagnosis, surveillance and trade. 

The Aquatic Manual supports Aquatic Animal Health Services to provide effective laboratory 

testing for pathogenic agents that may adversely affect aquatic animals.

The general provisions and disease-specific recommendations of the Aquatic Manual together 

provide technical information to support implementation of standards contained in the Aquatic 

Code. 

These standards include:

Requirements to return 

to freedom following a 

disease outbreak. 

Members’ 

obligations to report 

the occurrence of 

listed diseases; 

Requirements to demonstrate 

freedom for a country, zone or 

compartment; requirements for 

responding to the occurrence of a 

disease; 



    

   Thank you 

 

WOAH International Standards. Promoting Member engagement in the process for their elaboration 

Regional Workshop - 14 May 2024, Nairobi, Kenia


	Diapositive 1
	Diapositive 2
	Diapositive 3
	Diapositive 4
	Diapositive 5
	Diapositive 6
	Diapositive 7
	Diapositive 8
	Diapositive 9
	Diapositive 10
	Diapositive 11
	Diapositive 12
	Diapositive 13
	Diapositive 14
	Diapositive 15             Thank you   

