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WOAH Standards 
Implementation



WOAH international standards, the basis for …

Development of national policies and national Animal Health  & 

Welfare systems

Ensuring transparency and enhancing knowledge of the 

animal health situation worldwide.

Understanding and assessment of AH situation and national 

Animal Health & Welfare programmes between countries

Definition of import sanitary measures

Animal health certification and export/import procedures



Implementation process

ImpactMembers 

• Development of 
National 
Programmes and 
legislation based in 
WOAH Standards

WOAH

• Development and 
adoption of 
International 
Standards



Impact of WOAH 
Standards at national level

• Improved prevention, 
control and eradication of 
animal diseases and 
zoonosis at the source 

• Improved Animal welfare, 
including during production 
and transport

Improved AH & 
Welfare

• to animal’s health 

• to animal and food 
production 

• to human health 

• to the environment 

Reduced impact 
and risks • Healthier animals and 

humans

• Safer and more efficient 
animal and food production 
systems 

• Less restrictions and more 
local and international trade  

A better future 
for all



Impact of WOAH Standards Internationally

Improved 

prevention and 

control of animal 

diseases and 

zoonosis at the 

source 

Science-based 

risk mitigation 

measures for 

international trade

Reduced 

risk of 

international 

spread of 

diseases

Facilitates 

understanding 

between 

countries, simplify 

processes, and 

reduces costs

Harmonization of 

national regulations 

and programs

across countries 

Harmonization of 

sanitary measures 

for international trade

Increases 

predictability 

and fairness 

of trade

Safer, fairer and sustainable international trade



WOAH Standards are interconnected and should be applied in the Member’s context 

Code 
horizontal 
chapters

Code 
disease 
chapters

Manual 
chapters

Member context 

HOW ARE THEY USED?
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Terrestrial Animal 
Health Code
Content



Terrestrial Code

Volume I 

User’s guide and 

Horizontal chapters

Volume II 

Disease-specific 

chapters

• New version every year

• Latest version publicly 

available on the WOAH 

website

• Previous editions are 

also available

standards for the improvement of 
animal health and welfare, and 

veterinary public health worldwide, 
including the prevention of disease 

spread through international trade of 
animals and animal products.



Terrestrial Code – Volume I: Horizontal chapters

• User’s Guide

• Glossary

• Section 1: Animal disease diagnosis, surveillance and notification

• Section 2: Risk analysis 

• Section 3: Quality of Veterinary Services

• Section 4: Disease prevention and control  

• Section 5: Trade measures, import-export procedures and veterinary certification

• Section 6: Veterinary public health

• Section 7: Animal welfare



Terrestrial Code – Volume II: Disease-specific chapters (Section 8 - 15)

76 disease-specific chapters (for WOAH listed diseases of mammals, reptiles, birds 
and bees)

In principle, each chapter has provisions on:

▪ Definition of infection/infestation and specific epidemiological considerations (e.g. hosts, 
incubation, …)

▪ Safe commodities 

▪ Safe commodities = (Ch. 2.2.) based on absence of the pathogenic agent in the traded 
commodity OR inactivation by the standard processing or treatment that the commodity has 
undergone, not specifically targeting the pathogenic agent concerned

▪ Importing countries should not apply trade restrictions to safe commodities with respect to 
the pathogenic agent concerned

▪ Determination of the animal health status of a country, zone or compartment, or of a herd, of 
origin

▪ Recommendations for safe trade for live animals, germinal products, other products of animal 
origin (meat, milk, eggs, skins, etc.)

▪ Specific management of commodities, e.g. recommendations on inactivation of the pathogenic 
agent concerned

▪ Recommendations on surveillance, e.g. strategies specific to infection/infestation



“Safe commodities” or Commodities which can be traded safely?

Commodity

X 

Could a 

pathogenic agent 

(PA) be 

potentially 

present in the 

commodity in an 

amount able to 

cause infection?

No, due to 

• its absence in the tissues 

from which the commodity is 

derived, or 

• its inactivation by the general 

processing or treatment it 

undergoes. 

Yes, 

potentially  

No 

specific 

measures 

required

Safe to 

trade ‘per 

se’

Consider   

measures

specific to 

the PA(s)

Apply 

specific 

measures 

targeting 

the PA(s)

Safe to 

trade

A “commodity”, defined in the Glossary as ‘live animals, products of animal origin, animal genetic material, 
biological products and pathological material’, is in fact always the result of a process 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_animal
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_materiel_pathologique
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Terrestrial Animal 
Health Code

Use



Implementation of Safe trade

Quarantine and Border security

(Section 5)

Pre-export control and International 
Veterinary Certification            
(Section 5 + Dis.Sp.Ch.) 

Transparency and notification              
(Section 1)

Developing International understanding  

Import risk analysis               
(Section 2)

Quality & evaluation of VS                                  
(Section 3)

Trade roles and 
responsibilities         

(Section 5)

WOAH Official AH status 
recognition               

(Section 1 + Dis.Sp.Ch.)

Building National programmes
Animal disease 

diagnosis, 
surveillance and 

notification  
(Section 1)

Disease 
prevention and 

control    
(Section 4) 

Animal health 
status     

(Section 1 & 
Dis.Sp.Ch.) 

Food safety 
(Section 6)

AMR prevention 
and control 
(Section 6)

Animal Welfare 
(Section 7)

Veterinary 
Legislation 
(Section 3)

In practice…



WOAH Standards are interconnected and should be applied in the Member’s context 

Code 
horizontal 
chapters

Code 
disease 
chapters

Manual 
chapters

Member context 



Evidence to 

support claim 

disease status

Chapter 5.1
&

Disease-specific 
chapters

Sanitary agreement 

Equivalence

Recognition 

of regionalization 

Section 5

Animal disease 

diagnosis, 

surveillance and 

notification

National priorities 

for 

international trade

Section 1
& 

Disease-specific 
chapters

Exporting/importing process and links with WOAH Terrestrial Codes

Before the negotiation During the negotiation Implementation

Section 3
&

Chapter 5.1

Evidence to 

support 

Quality of VS

Pre-export 

controls

Certification

Certifying officials

National Official 

Assurance Systems

Chapter 5.1
Chapter 5.3

&
Article 4.4.8.

Disease 

prevention and 

control

&

Food safety

Section 4
Section 6

&
Disease-specific chapters

Exporting country

Assessment of 

exporting country 

Chapter 5.1.
&

Section 3

Section 5

Animal disease 

diagnosis, 

surveillance and 

notification

National priorities 

for 

international trade

Section 1
& 

Disease-specific 
chapters

Section 2

Import risk 

analysis

Quarantine and 

Border security

Chapter 5.1 
Chapter 5.3

&
Article 4.4.8.

Disease 

prevention and 

control

&

Food safety

Section 4
Section 6

&
Disease-specific chapters

Sanitary agreement 

Import requirements

Equivalence

Recognition of

 regionalisation 

Importing country



    

   Thank you 

 

WOAH International Standards. Promoting Member engagement in the process for their elaboration 

Regional Workshop - 14 May 2024, Nairobi, Kenia


	Diapositive 1
	Diapositive 2
	Diapositive 3
	Diapositive 4
	Diapositive 5
	Diapositive 6
	Diapositive 7
	Diapositive 8
	Diapositive 9
	Diapositive 10
	Diapositive 11
	Diapositive 12
	Diapositive 13
	Diapositive 14
	Diapositive 15
	Diapositive 16
	Diapositive 17             Thank you   

