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Global context

• Zero by 30: the Global Strategic Plan to end human deaths from dog-
mediated rabies by 2030, 2018
• Country-centric – countries will lead efforts
• Countries will need to mobilise domestic and international resources to sustainably 

finance and implement control activities.

• United Against Rabies Forum, 2022/2023
• 2023 priority: engage rabies-endemic countries and support the development and 

implementation of National Strategic Plans

• 25th Conference of the Regional Commission for Africa, 2023
• Countries agreed to update or develop a national strategic plan or official rabies 

control programme for dog-mediated rabies elimination based on One Health 
approach, utilizing the UAR Forum roadmap and available tools, while including a 
sustainable operational plan with adequate financial resources.



Develop a National Strategic Plan

• Provides a framework with clear activities, 
roles and responsibilities

• Brings together key stakeholders to 
contribute to rabies control in the country

• Testifies government commitment to 
progressing towards Zero by 30

• Helps articulate clear activities where 
support is needed

• Should be agreed by all competent 
authorities, and recommend making this 
publicly available

• Template available at 
www.unitedagainstrabies.org

http://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/


National Strategic Plan Template

• Template only – this is not prescriptive

• Aligns with Zero by 30, international 
standards, examples plans of other 
countries, and WOAH guidelines for 
endorsement

• Example tables, annexes for action plans 
and budget

• WOAH and United Against Rabies Forum 
stakeholders can support but country 
needs to drive the process



WOAH endorsement of official control programmes

• Signifies: 
• Strong partnership with, and 

support of, national public 
health authorities

• Contribution to Zero by 30

• Commitment to One Health 
approach



How to apply for endorsement?

• Submit documents that evidence: 

• Good understanding of human and dog 
demograhics and epidemiology

• Capacity of Veterinary Services, along with 
effective collaboration with other competent 
authorities

• Measures to control dog-mediated rabies 
including surveillance and diagnosis

• Dog-mediated rabies control strategy with a 
clear work plan, timelines and budget for the 
following five years

www.woah.org/official-disease-status

http://www.woah.org/official-disease-status


Scale up



Evaluating progress



Highlighting the successes and progress

• Does your country still have dog-mediated rabies, but a robust One Health 
control plan is in place? 
• Veterinary services should contact WOAH regarding endorsement of official control 

programme for dog-mediated rabies.

• Has your country had zero human deaths from dog-mediated rabies for at 
least 24 months?
• Health authorities should contact WHO regarding validation procedures (WHO TRS 

2018)

• Is your country free of dog-mediated rabies? 
• Veterinary authorities should contact WOAH regarding self-declaration of freedom 

from dog-mediated rabies.



Sharing challenges and requesting support

• Does your country require support on: 
• Development or implementation of a national strategic plan? 

• Diagnostic or surveillance capacity? 

• Scaling up rabies control efforts? 

• Are there key challenges or lessons identified that your country has 
overcome that could be used to support other countries? 



Next steps today

• Country presentations: What are the critical next steps for finalizing 
and progressing these? 

• Pin Board: What are the existing and potential opportunities for 
mobilizing sustainable financing for rabies national strategic plans

• Case study and discussions: Development, implementation and 
endorsement of national strategic plans

• World café interactive poster session

• Plenary session: How can this sub-regional network help support the 
countries in developing, financing and implementing these plans? 



Thank you!

Contact: 
Dr Rachel Tidman
Global Rabies Coordinator
r.tidman@woah.org
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