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Why
Minimum Data Elements?



Minimum Data Elements

Essential to: 

→ Disease detection and surveillance

→ Monitoring of elimination and control programmes

→ Bite treatment and follow-up

→ Vaccine procurement and stocking

→ Logistical planning



Minimum Data Elements

→ Ensuring accountability & comparability

→ Informs policy- & decision makers

→ Guide international decision-making processes

→ Can assist in acquisition of funding



Field
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International

MDEs exist at many levels

Generally, higher resolution and more 
data elements collected on field level. 

Fewer, but crucial, data elements 
reported to international 
organisations/databases.
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Data Element: History of Vaccination

• FIELD: Important to inform PEP for the 
bite victim

• NATIONAL: Possibly important to know 
how much PEP is used in the country?

• INTERNATIONAL: No reason to collect 
this data at the international level
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WG1 DECISION: Start with 
International Data Elements. Expand 
to field-level guidance at a later time
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Data Element: Rabies Test Result

• FIELD: Important to inform PEP for the 
bite victim

• NATIONAL: Important to monitor 
rabies incidence-rate and efficacy of 
interventions

• INTERNATIONAL: Important to monitor 
progress towards rabies freedom and 
estimate global burden of rabies
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12 Rabies MDE Documents

Human Rabies, 
14

Animal Rabies, 
14

Dog 
Population, 11

National 
Strategy, 11

Bite Case, 6

PEP, 5

MDE

6 Data Element 
Categories



Dog Population
Burd

en
National Strategy Human RabiesBite CasesPEPAnimal Rabies

ALIGNMENT
62%

• Missing From MDE Recommendation
• UAR: 69 elements
• WHO: 23 elements

• MDE Only Found in One Document
• UAR: 23 elements
• WHO: 69 elements

• MDE Found in Both Documents
• 38 elements

61 MDE 107 MDE
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26

UAR-original WHO-original Direct Match

Final Recommendation for international MDE

Total of 96 Data Elements:
• Country Profile -> 24
• Core MDE -> 72

• Human Rabies – 18
• Bite Cases – 17
• PEP – 10
• Animal Rabies – 15
• Dog Rabies Control - 12



Final international MDE

Total of 96 Data Elements:
• Country Profile -> 24
• Core MDE -> 72

• Human Rabies – 18
• Bite Cases – 17
• PEP – 10
• Animal Rabies – 15
• Dog Rabies Control - 12

Total of 50 Data Elements:
• Country Profile -> 28
• Core MDE -> 22

• Human Rabies – 7
• Bite Cases – 4
• PEP – 3
• Animal Rabies – 5
• Dog Rabies Control - 3





Country Rabies Situational Profile



Core Data Elements



Core Data Elements



Core Data Elements



Core Data Elements



Core Data Elements



What next??



Field Level MDEs



Guidance for Data Application



Thank you very much for your attention!
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