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• 2015: Developed a National Strategy for Rabies Control

• 2021: WOAH endorsed Namibia’s NSP



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Implementation of a rabies elimination Project in Namibia

• Pilot project implemented in Oshana region 

• First campaign started on 2 May 2016

• Roll out in the entire 8 NCA regions in 2017

• Project funded by German government and Namibia

• NCA - large area - 263,000 sq km

• Approx 1.2 million people

• Estimated dog pop - 272,000Technical support provided by:



Capacity building: training of the 
vaccinators 



Rabies awareness education 
to the school children



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Dog rabies vaccination programme and data management

ONE HEALTH approach

1) Mass Dog Vaccination campaign at central point 

• school holidays 

• morning and afternoon vaccination points

2) Integration of dog vaccination with 

CBPP and FMD vaccination in cattle at 

the crush pens

• Cover the remote areas in the NCA

3) Regular vax at veterinary centres



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Dog vaccination data management – Mobile technology

Calculate vaccination coverage

Vaccination points



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Benefits of tracking dog vaccination using mobile technology

• Real time visualisation and tracking of 

the vaccination location

• Estimate vaccination coverage

• Sex of dogs – comparatively more males 

than females

• Age of dogs – more young dogs (<1 

year) than adults

Red dots: 2019 vaccination

Black dots: 2020 vaccination 

Red dots: 2021 vaccination

Black dots: 2022 vaccination 



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Dog population data – KAP survey 

ONE HEALTH approach

• Interviewed 3726 HHs locations in the survey area 

– used mobile app WVS App (Mission Rabies)

• 67% HH own dogs across eight regions

• Human/dog ratio: 5.45 (1 dog for every 5.45 people) 

• Estimated 272,000 dogs in the NCA



Regional 

rabies lab

Central Vet  

lab (rabies)

• Namibia has a fairly robust surveillance 

system
• Rabies suspect animal head – farmers submit to the vet 

centres or directly to the lab

• Veterinary team collect samples and submit it to the lab

• Samples carried by courrier service – NAMpost

• Very fast TAT - results communicated within 24 hrs

Rabies surveillance 



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Rabies surveillance in animals - all species of animals and wildlife

Hikufe et al., 2019. Ecology and epidemiology of rabies in humans, domestic 

animals and wildlife in Namibia, 2011-2017. PloS NTD



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Rabies surveillance in animals – all species of animals & wildlife

2082, 31%

2777, 42%

1801, 27%

Total samples tested for rabies in animals 
(2011-2022)

negative positive suspected

• 5000 samples tested in 12 years 

• Average of 400 samples tested every year (range 300 - 600 samples)

Hikufe et al., 2019. PloS NTD



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Rabies surveillance in livestock

Hikufe et al., 2019. PloS NTD

• 1978 samples tested (12 years)

• 165 samples tested every year (range 91-233 samples)

850, 32%

1128, 42%

693, 26%

Livestock samples tested for rabies 
(2011-2022)

negative positive suspected



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Rabies surveillance in wildlife  

Hikufe et al., 2019. PloS NTD

226, 23%

563, 57%

205, 20%

Wildlife samples tested for rabies (2011-2022)

negative positive suspected

• 789 samples tested 

• 65 samples tested every year 

(range from 24-121 samples)



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Rabies surveillance in dogs

856, 32%

996, 37%

824, 31%

Samples tested for rabies in dogs (2011-2022)

negative positive suspected

• 1852 samples tested (12 years)
• 155 samples every year (90-250 samples)

Hikufe et al., 2019. PloS NTD



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Rabies surveillance in dogs

856, 32%

996, 37%

824, 31%

Samples tested for rabies in dogs (2011-2022)

negative positive suspected

• 1852 samples tested (12 years)
• 155 samples every year (90-250 samples)

Hikufe et al., 2019. PloS NTD



2021 2022

Rabies surveillance 

Source: Hikufe 2023



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies How is rabies surveillance data used for decision making?

Red dots: rabies positive in dogs

Black dots: dog vaccination points

• Conduct risk-based mass dog vaccination campaign in rabies hotspot areas

• Conduct ring vaccination in outbreak areas



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Rabies laboratory twinning project

• WOAH Rabies Laboratory Twinning Project

“Strengthening the Namibian Central Veterinary Laboratory in rabies diagnostics, control and research”

2019 -2024

Parent laboratory Candidate laboratory, Namibia 



OIE Standards for endorsement of  official control programme for dog-mediated rabies Impact of rabies control programme in Namibia - NCA
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Sharing of rabies information
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Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int

www.woah.org

Thank you!

Contact: t.tenzin@woah.org

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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