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Survey background

• All WOAH aquatic FP (n=182) were surveyed in April 2022 
to determine barriers to implementation of WOAH 
standards (e.g. detection and notification of pathogens)

• 119 responses

• Compiled results are being communicated through a 
report (due out any day) and through FP meetings

•Most FP have had background previously presented

• This presentation will focus on Africa data only



34 responses 
in Africa (out 
of possible 
54)
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Main barriers to requesting a PVS Evaluation
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Issues that stand out

• Compliance was highest for fish diseases, lowest for amphibians

• Surveillance is most challenged by lack of resources (financial, 
human), expertise, and diagnostic lab capacity

• PVS is in demand (79%) but distributed knowledge is limited (33%)
• Cost & political will are large barriers

• Continuing Education is hindered by lack of budget, access to training
• Highest demand topics were diagnosis, surveillance, and risk analysis

• Import/export standards had lack of risk analysis training, lab 
capacity, human/physical resources

• Lack fo lab capacity was a large barrier



Summary
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FINAL COMMENTS

• Findings and recommendations to be published 
and provided to Members

• Understanding barriers to implementation of 
standards assists design of activities to address 
these barriers

• Used to develop a training framework for 
aquatic animal health to strengthen Members’ 
capacity

• PVS: Aquatic Tool provides more specific 
country-based capacity assessments
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