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World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)

❑ Formed in 1924 as the Office International des
Epizooties (OIE) – to fight TADs (Rinderpest)

❑ In 2003 became the World Organisation for Animal
Health, but retained acronym “OIE”, in 2022 the
acronym changed to “WOAH”

❑Mandate: sets science-based Standards on Animal
Health, Welfare and Veterinary Public Health – to
protect international trade in animals and their
products

❑Mandate recognised by the WTO SPS Agreement –
International Standard Setting Body (ISSB)

❑ Currently 183 member countries (represented by their
Directors of Veterinary Services – WOAH Delegate)

❑ Operates through a network of Regional/Sub-Regional
Offices & Reference Centres (Ref Labs Collaborating
Centres)

https://www.britannica.com/topic/international-trade
https://www.britannica.com/animal/animal


WOAH Governance Structure 



World Assembly of WOAH Delegates

❑ Composed of all National Delegates of the WOAH

❑ Convene once a year

❑ Makes decisions through the adoption of 
resolutions

❑ Adopts WOAH Standards published in the 
WOAH Codes and Manuals

❑ Approves the official disease status of 
Member Countries and the list of WOAH  
Collaborating Centres and Reference 
Laboratories

FUNCTIONS

❑ Members of the WOAH Council & Regional 
Commissions

❑ Members of the WOAH Specialist 
Commissions

❑ Director General 

1 Member = 1 vote

ELECTS



WOAH Council 

❑ Represents the World Assembly of Delegates

❑Members elected by WOAH Delegates

❑ Term of 3 years

❑ Examines the technical and administrative 
documents prepared by the Director General 
and submitted to each Member Country 
prior to the World Assembly of Delegates

❑ Approves WOAH provisional budget and 
monitors its implementation

❑ Represents the World Assembly of Delegates 
between General Sessions

FUNCTIONS



Director General 

❑ Dr Monique ELOIT

❑ Elected in May 2015 by the World Assembly of
national Delegates and currently serving the 2nd term

❑ 1st woman elected to this position

❑ Implementation of WOAH Strategic Plan

❑ 7th Strategic Plan 2021-2026

FUNCTIONS



WOAH HQ: Director General 



WOAH Specialist Commissions

❑ Elected by the World Assembly of national Delegates

❑ 3 years term

❑ Terrestrial Animal Health Standard Commission               
Code Commission

❑ Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases 

Scientific Commission

❑ Aquatic Animal Health Standard Commission 

Aquatic Animal Commission

❑ Biological Standard Commission 

Laboratories Commission  

FUNCTIONS



WOAH Regional Commissions 

❑ Addresses specific local issues
❑ Can be fully considered as regional institutions

❑ Board composed of 4 Delegates elected for a 3-
year term of office by the World Assembly

❑ Regional Commission Conferences every 2 
years in one of the countries of the region

❑ Recommendations submitted to the World 
Assembly for approval and implementation by 
the Director General

❑ Meet annually during the World Assembly

FUNCTIONS



WOAH Regional & Sub-Regional (SRR) Representations

❑ Under the direct authority of the Director General Collaborate closely with
Regional Commissions

❑ Represents the organisation and the Director 
General in the region or sub-region. 

❑ Implement WOAH strategic plan at regional or 
sub-regional level 

FUNCTIONS

Abu Dhabi 



WOAH Ad hoc and Working Groups

❑ Internationally renowned experts from the Reference Centres and
collaborating Centres

❑ Advise on current issues or provide recommendations to the relevant
Specialist Commissions

❑ Appointed by the World Assembly of Delegates 

❑ Permanent

❑ Regularly updates progress made in the field 
of expertise: Animal welfare, Food safety, 
Wildlife..etc

Functions of Working Groups

 

❑ Appointed by the Director General 

❑ Punctual 

❑ Prepare recommendations on specific topics: 
MERS-CoV, Porcine epidemic diarrhoea, Foot-
and-mouth disease…etc

Functions of Ad hoc Groups

 



WOAH Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres



WOAH Delegates and Focal Points 

❑ WOAH Delegates are usually Directors of Veterinary Services in Member countries
and appointed by the respective Ministry (Minister).

❑ Delegates represent WOAH within the Country

❑ WOAH Focal Points are appointed by the Delegate

❑ WOAH recognize 8 focal points within each member country

Animal diseases notification – Since 
2007

Wildlife - Since 2008

Aquatic animal disease – Since 2008

Veterinary products – Since 2008

Animal production food safety – Since 
2008

Animal welfare – Since 2008

Communications – Since 2010 

Veterinary Laboratories – Since 2012

❑ Assist the Delegate to Comment on draft 
standards proposed by the WOAH

❑ Prepare and implement appropriate legislation

❑ Technical contact points with WOAH regional 
offices and headquarters Under the authority 
of the Delegate

❑ Information exchange and international 
networking

Functions of National Focal Points 

 



WOAH International Standards



WOAH International Standards Setting Process  



Adoption of new Aquatic Animal Health and Welfare Standards in the 90th General Assembly (2023)  



Conclusion 
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