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INTRODUCTION

• Kenya has not had serious aquatic animal health events in the past

• Led to low prioritization of aquatic animal health in national programs

• Most data generated through research efforts  from institutions- UoN, 
KEMFRI, KeFS, Sagana NARDTC; more is being done recently

• Key gaps in central level coordination have been identified

• Coordination of National Aquatic Animal Health and sanitary 
certification done by Directorate of Veterinary Services

• Coordination of fisheries, fish products quality control, fish feeds done 
by Kenya Fisheries Service



ACTIVITIES- VETERINARY SERVICES

• National Aquatic Animal Health Unit- (new) coordinate aquatic 
disease surveillance- active and passive

• Capacity build national and county veterinary personnel to offer 
aquatic animal health services- respond to complaints by producers

• Slow start since 2014

• Coordinate Activities with Kenya Fisheries Service- disease reporting 
and complement capacity



NATIONAL DIAGNOSTIC CAPACITY
• Network of Regional Veterinary Investigation 

Laboratories, the Central Veterinary 
Investigation Laboratory (CVL), and Pathology 
Lab at the University of Nairobi have the 
capacity to perform most tests regarding 
aquatic health

• Recent surveillance testing for WSSV in 
crustaceans for trade purposes

• Equipping for more testing capacity



DISEASE REPORTING



DISEASE REPORTING….



DISEASE REPORTING….

• More work published on prevalence of bacterial and 
parasitic infections in aquatic animals in different parts 
of the country

• Mostly as student research projects

• Need for strengthened passive and active surveillance

• National electronic mobile-phone based disease 
reporting system (KABS) established 2018

• Intention to train for aquatic animal disease reporting by 
county veterinary staff, fisheries staff and strategic 
producers



Aquatic Animal Health Network in Kenya

• Aquatic animal Health introduced in the veterinary curriculum

• We have several experts trained at post graduate level in fields of 
Virology, parasitology, bacteriology

• Current weakness- many field veterinary personnel not active in 
aquatic health.

• Producers in need of aquatic animal health services

• Network to be effectively coordinated





THANK YOU
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