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Background

• Development of SADC AAH Strategy(2016-2026)

• Continental mapping of fish diseases in RECs, including 

SADC (AU-IBAR, 2016)

• Implementation of SADC AAH Strategy:

– Active surveillance of EUS and other listed disease outbreaks

– Domestication and alignment of regional strategy by MS

– Revision and updating of fish diseases map 

– Development of AAH training resources

• Role of research institutions:

– Extensive data generation and processing

– Capacity building

– Multidisciplinary collaboration and funding opportunities

– Centres of excellence / reference & collaborating laboratories

Launch of the Regional Aquatic Animal Health 

Network for Southern Africa (RAAHN-SA)

Lusaka, Zambia (23-25 July 2023)



Objectives of Presentation

• To address the following section of the SADC 

Regional AAH Strategy, viz a viz the proposed 

network:

• 4. PROGRAMME COMPONENTS 

4.8 Programme 8: Research and Development 

• Activity 26: Identify and prioritize aquatic animal health 

research and development programmes for the region 

and nationally (including research on emerging 

pathogens) 
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Some AAH Research Centres 



Centres of Excellence
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Topical areas for multidisciplinary 

collaboration & funding 

• One Health – transboundary zoonotic AADs (inland and 

coastal) 

• Implementing biosecurity measures in aquaculture

• Screening and surveillance of notifiable diseases:

– Batrachochytridium dendrobatidis (Amphibia)

– Aphanomyces astaci (Crayfish)

– EUS, TiLV, IHNV (Fish)

• Antimicrobial resistance (AMR)

• Cross cutting issues in AAH:

– Food safety/risk analysis

– Water/environmental quality

– Livelihoods, gender, policy, etc.
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North-South-South Collaborations
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Veterinarians Dr D. Huchzermeyer Private – South Africa

Prof D. Scharfe Unive. Of Pretoria, South Africa

Dr Marc Le Greumellec Consultant - Mauritius

Dr G. Taylor Univ. of Pretoria – South Africa

Dr. B. Spolander Private – South Africa

Dr. M. Essa CSIR – South Africa

Dr. S. Tabei Amanzi Biosecurity – South Africa

Dr M. Songe Central Veterinary Lab - Zambia

Prof M.B. Mudenda University of Zambia

Scientists Dr K. Christisson (parasitologist) DFFE – South Africa (WOAH AAH 

Standards Commission member)

Prof M. Barson (parasitologist) University of Botswana (former WOAH 

AAH Standards Commission member)

Other Scientists Parasitologists, microbiologists, 

biochemists, pathologists

Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, 

Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, 

Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Other Vets AAH National Focal points All SADC member states

Regional Expertise in Fish Health
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Recommendations
• Need for member states to adopt and 

internalize the SADC AAH strategy – prioritizing 

research

• Need for intraregional research clusters –

making use of ACEs

• Networking events: 

• scientific conferences 

• Existing societies (WAS, PARSA, WaterNet, AASA)

• Capacity building:

– Training programmes availed by SADC & partners

– WOAH capacity building initiatives

– Regional expertise, centres of excellence, reference 

laboratories.
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