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The Aquatic 
Animal 
Health Code

Provides standards for the improvement of aquatic animal health 
worldwide.

• also includes standards for the welfare of farmed fish and
the use of antimicrobial agents in aquatic animals.

Recommends measures to be used by Veterinary Authorities or 
other Competent Authorities.

• For early detection, reporting and control of pathogenic 
agents in aquatic animals (amphibians, crustaceans, fish and 
molluscs).

• To prevent their spread via international trade in aquatic 
animals and their products, while avoiding unjustified 
sanitary barriers to trade.



The Aquatic 
Animal 
Health Code

https://www.woah.org/

https://www.woah.org/



The Aquatic 
Animal 
Health Code

https://www.woah.org/



The Aquatic 
Animal 
Health Code

https://www.woah.org/



The Manual of 
Diagnostic Tests 
for Aquatic 
Animals

The Manual provides:

1. Internationally agreed recommendations to support effective 
laboratory testing capacity.

2. Specific methods for disease diagnosis.

3. Presents a network of WOAH reference laboratories and 
collaboration centers.



https://www.woah.org/

The Manual of 
Diagnostic Tests 
for Aquatic 
Animals



Highlights of 
recent work

Chapter 4.1., Biosecurity for Aquaculture 

Establishments 

(new chapter)



Chapter 1.4. Aquatic Animal Disease SurveillanceHighlights of 
recent work Pathway Primary Evidence Secondary Evidence Level of application

1. Absence of 
susceptible 
species

Surveys, Historical 
data, Import 
records, 
Environmental 
information

None Country, Zone

2. Historical 
freedom

Passive surveillance
(Early Detection 
System)

Targeted 
surveillance

Country, Zone

3. Targeted 
surveillance

Targeted 
surveillance

Passive surveillance Country, Zone,
Compartment

4. Returning to 
freedom

Targeted 
surveillance

Passive surveillance Country, Zone, 
Compartment



Chapter 1.3. Diseases listed by the OIE

Listing of infection with tilapia lake virus

TiLV ad hoc group report 

(standards→standard setting process→ad hoc 

groups→aquatic animals)

Highlights of 
recent work



New work of 
the commission New Code Chapters: 

Emergency Disease Preparedness

Emergency Response

Application of compartmentalisation

New Chapter 5.X. Ornamental aquatic animals

New Work in the Manual:

Section 2.2. Diseases of molluscs



PVS Tool -  
Aquatic Evaluation of Performance of Aquatic Animal Health 

Services (WOAH PVS TOOL Aquatic )

Scope of the PVS Evaluation

• Sustainable improvement of National Aquatic Animal 

Health Standards.

• Undertaken at request of MC to identify gaps within the 

AAHS to comply with WOAH standards.

• Specific to the Aquatic Animal Health Domain.



PVS Tool -  
Aquatic

Human, Physical and Financial Resources

Technical Authority and Capability

Interaction with Stakeholders

Access to Markets

47 Critical 
competencies 

in total

5 Levels of 
Advancement

4 Fundamental components and 47 Critical Competencies



PVS Tool -  
Aquatic

Benefits and outcomes of using the WOAH PVS Tool - 

Aquatic

• Indication of overall performance of AAHS.

• A basis for comparison and cooperation/ negotiation 

within Region

• A process for verifying compliance with WOAH 

Standards.

• Identify priorities and gaps for improvement of AAHS



Thank you
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