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Introduction

There is need for change to the current CBPP 
control policy/strategy 

Containment with vaccination accompanied by 
test and slaughter meets resistance by farmers, 
especially when targeting CBPP control

Screening, usually by field and laboratory CFT, 
for selection of animals in large CBPP suspect 
herds is not carried out.   

Use of antimicrobials is not recommended
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Current practice for CBPP control

Differential diagnosis for CBPP includes East 

Coast Fever (ECF) and Hemorrhagic Septicaemia. 

Diagnosis of first CBPP cases in an area usually 

follows failure of the affected animal to respond to 

treatment and thereafter a PME 

Serology follows thereafter
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Current practice for CBPP control

By the time serology results are released, 

the disease has spread in the whole herd.  

Recommendation for slaughter is resisted 

because there are no arrangements to 

salvage prices 

Farmers who resort to use of antimicrobials 

do not disclose outbreaks
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Current practice for CBPP control

Use of drugs under experimental on-station 

conditions have shown promising results.    

Drugs used include: 

a) Tylosin (Windsor and Masiga, 1976)

b) Oxytetracyclines (Yaya et al., 2003; 

Niang et al., 2010; Otina et al., 2020)
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More recently, 

c) Danofloxacin (a flouroquinolone) has 
been tried under field conditions 
(Huebschle et al., 2006)

d) Tulathromycin and Gamithromycin, 
second generation macrolides 
(Muuka et al., 2019)
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Mycoplasmastatic drugs

Both Oxytetracyclines and Tylosin antimicrobials 

are are old on the market and are bacteriostatic. 

A relapse in many cases after treatment. 

Hence the advice to sell treated animals once 

they recover and are past the drug withdrawal 

period.
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Mycoplasmacidal drugs

❖ Latest trial for CBPP : 

❖ Tulathromycin and gamithromycin. 

Theoretically, they should clear

mycoplasma from circulation for cattle to 

recover without relapse

❖ Efficacy is greater or equal to 80% in 

metaphylaxis
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Use of vaccines

Primal vaccination with live T 1 44 vaccine

conferred 30-60% protection

Second vaccination improved efficacy to 

80% and above

Subsequent vaccinations should raise the 

efficacy levels

. 
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Use of vaccines

Three ways in which farms are managing
CBPP outbreaks:

1. Do nothing when vaccines are not 
available. Outcome - lose 50% through
deaths and sell the rest to salvage. 

2. Treat and sell recovered animals
post-recovery

3. Vaccinate the whole herd. 
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Combined use of drugs and 

vaccines 

► There is no recommendation on how to 
combine vaccines and drugs simultaneously

► We find it unethical to recommend slaughter
of 5,000 head of breeder cattle as a way of 
controlling the disease in a closed herd

► As experts, we would like to discuss
the way forward
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