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Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific

More than 30 years of Successful Networking 

• Intergovernmental organization
o Established in 1990

o 19 Members (governments) across the Asia-Pacific 
region.

Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong 
SAR, India, Indonesia, IR Iran, DPR Korea, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam

o Associate Members:
Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community (SPC); Network of 
Aquaculture Centres in Central-
Eastern Europe (NACEE)



Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific

More than 30 years of Successful Networking 

Mission:

• Promote rural development through sustainable aquaculture and aquatic resource 
management.

• Seek to improve the livelihoods of rural people, reduce poverty and increase food 
security.



Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific

More than 30 years of Successful Networking 

Objectives:

• To assist Members in their efforts to expand 
aquaculture development mainly for the 
purposes of:

✓ increasing production;
✓ improving rural income and employment;
✓ diversifying farm production; and,
✓ increasing foreign exchange earnings and 

savings.



Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific

More than 30 years of Successful Networking 

Five Regional Lead Centres

• Freshwater Fisheries Research Centre, P.R. China

• Central Institute for Freshwater Aquaculture, 
India

• Aquaculture Department, SEAFDEC, Philippines

• Inland Fisheries Research & Development 
Bureau, Thailand

• Coldwater Fisheries Research Center, Iran

More than 30 participating centres
throughout the region

• Collaborating in research

• Sharing information and resources

• Training and exchanging expertise



Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific

More than 30 years of Successful Networking 
• Thematic Programmes

• Productivity & Sustainability

• Health & Biosecurity
• Genetics & Biodiversity

• Food Safety & Security

• Emerging Regional & Global 
Issues

• Cross-cutting Programmes
• Education & Training

• Information & Networking

• Strategy & Governance

• One Community



NACA pioneered the development of an aquatic animal health network for the 
Asia-Pacific region, drawing together governments and technical experts to share 
information/expertise on the detection, containment and management of 
diseases.

It is the longest running programme of NACA and is considered as a “flagship” 
programme.

Established in 1998; it is now on its 25th year of implementation in the region.

Asia Regional Aquatic Animal 

Health and Biosecurity Programme



Asia Regional Aquatic Animal 

Health and Biosecurity Programme

Purpose

Improve regional cooperation/networking to reduce risks of aquatic animal 
diseases impacting the livelihoods of aquaculture farmers, national 
economies, trade, environment, and human health.



• Australia

• Bangladesh

• Cambodia

• China

• Hong Kong SAR

• India

• Indonesia

• IR Iran

• Japan

• Lao PDR

• DPR Korea

• Rep. of  Korea

• Malaysia

• Maldives

• Myanmar

• Nepal

• Pakistan

• Philippines

• Thailand

• Singapore

• Sri Lanka

• Vietnam

Participated by 22 member governments from the Asia-

Pacific region

Asia Regional Aquatic Animal 

Health and Biosecurity Programme



Key activities:

• Promoting regional cooperation and networking 

in aquatic animal health and welfare;

• Developing and implementing national 

strategies on aquatic animal health;

• Supporting regional disease surveillance, 

reporting, and response to disease 

emergencies;

• Strengthening aquatic animal health capacity 

and biosecurity in the region;

• Widespread promotion of better aquatic animal 

health management practices at farm level.

Works closely with international, 

regional and national organizations:

Asia Regional Aquatic Animal 

Health Programme



Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the 
Asia-Pacific
formerly Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease (QAAD) Reporting

• First published in 3rd quarter of 
1998;

• Established in response to the need 
of developing a cohesive strategy for 
aquatic animal health management 
in the region;

• Collecting and collating of disease 
data;

• Provide insights on the presence or 
absence of important aquatic animal 
diseases in the region.



Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the 
Asia-Pacific
formerly Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease (QAAD) Reporting

➢ Total of 90 QAAD reports have been 
published up to 2020;

➢ e-copies (which commenced in the 4th

quarter of 2015) are published and 
uploaded onto WOAH-RRAP and NACA 
websites;

➢ From January 2021, a new AAD reporting 
was implemented;

➢ All Members are now invited to submit all 
the monthly data as soon as available to 
WOAH RRAP and NACA with their 
WOAH Delegate in copy, to ensure the 
timeliness of the disease information;

➢ The new AAD monthly reporting is a “rolling 
report” containing all the disease information 
from January of each year (in every report that 
is submitted).



Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the 
Asia-Pacific
formerly Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease (QAAD) Reporting



Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the 
Asia-Pacific
formerly Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease (QAAD) Reporting

➢ Updated reports are published in dedicated pages at both NACA and 
WOAH-RRAP websites.

www.enaca.org https://rr-asia.woah.org/

http://www.enaca.org/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/


Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the 
Asia-Pacific
formerly Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease (QAAD) Reporting

➢ In lieu of the QAAD 
Reports, NACA publishes 
quarterly news article on 
AAD reporting, which 
include reported aquatic 
animal diseases (based 
on submitted reports).



• Useful mechanism for recognizing emerging and important aquatic animal 
diseases in the region;

• Provides up-to-date information on important aquatic animal diseases;

• Serves as a guide to participating countries in revising their national list of 
reportable diseases

• Valuable source of information to support risk analysis;

• Paved way in the establishment of excellent regional networking in support of 
disease surveillance and reporting;

Through its more than 20 years….

Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the 
Asia-Pacific
formerly Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease (QAAD) Reporting



• Serves as early warning system for emerging diseases/pathogens in the Asia-
Pacific Region

Through its more than 20 years….

Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the 
Asia-Pacific
formerly Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease (QAAD) Reporting

• Diseases initially listed in QAAD that have been listed in 
WOAH

o Koi herpesvirus disease (KHV) (listed in QAAD in 2005 ⇒ listed in WOAH
in 2007),

o Infection with abalone herpesvirus (2005 ⇒ 2007), 

o White tail disease (MrNV and XSV) (2005 ⇒ 2008), 

o Necrotising hepatopancreatitis (NHP) (2005 ⇒ 2010), 

o Acute hepatopancreatic necrosis disease (AHPND) (2013 ⇒ 2015)

o Infection with decapod iridescent virus 1 (DIV1) (2019 ⇒ 2021)

o Infection with tilapia lake virus (TiLV) (2018 ⇒ 2022)



• Established by the Governing Council of NACA in 2001 to provide advice to NACA 
members on aquatic animal health management:

a) evaluate disease trends and emerging threats in the region; 

b) identify developments with global aquatic animal disease issues and standards of importance 
to the region; 

c) review and evaluate the Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease reporting programme and assess 
the list of diseases of regional concern; 

d) provide guidance and leadership on regional strategies to improving management of aquatic 
animal health including those under the framework of the Asia Regional Technical Guidelines; 

e) monitor and evaluate progress on Technical Guidelines implementation; 

f) facilitate coordination and communication of progress on regional aquatic animal health 
programmes; 

g) advise in identification and designation of regional aquatic animal health resources, as 
Regional Resource Experts (RRE), Regional Resource Centres (RRC) and Regional 
Reference Laboratories (RRL); and 

h) identify issues of relevance to the region that require depth review and propose appropriate 
actions needed. 

Asia Regional Advisory Group on Aquatic Animal 
Health (AG)



• Composed of invited aquatic animal disease 
experts, and representatives from World 
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH), 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), collaborating regional 
organizations, and the private sector.

• Meet annually to discuss important and 
current issues on aquatic animal health, 
revise disease list, and recommend 
necessary actions for better AAH 
management in the region.

Asia Regional Advisory Group on Aquatic Animal 
Health (AG)

http://www.enaca.org/modules/news/article.php?storyid=1792


• Noteworthy:  the commitment of members and co-
opted members has sustained the AG for 21 years 
(and counting);

• The last meeting (AGM-21) was held virtually on 17-
18 November 2022.  Discussed in the meeting 
include:

• Updates on the activities of the Asia Regional Aquatic 
Animal Health Programme of NACA;

• Updates on WOAH AAHSC
• Updates of FAO’s PMP/AB
• Farm-level Aquaculture Biosecurity and Assessment 

Tool
• Implementation of WOAH’s AAH Strategy
• Updates on WOAH’s Regional Collaboration Framework 

on AAH
• Disease prevention and control
• Regional disease reporting

Asia Regional Advisory Group on Aquatic Animal 
Health (AG)



• Reports of the meeting 
are available for free 
download at NACA 
website www.enaca.org

Asia Regional Advisory Group on Aquatic Animal 
Health (AG)

http://www.enaca.org/


Disease Advisories: Emerging aquatic animal 
diseases in the region

Early Mortality Syndrome/

Acute Hepatopancreatic 

Necrosis Syndrome (2012)
DIV 1 (2020)TiLV (2017)



Available for free download at NACA website www.enaca.org

Disease Cards: Important aquatic animal 
diseases in the region

http://www.enaca.org/


Response to 
Disease Emergencies: 
Regional 
consultations

• Asia Pacific Emergency 
Regional Consultation on 
Shrimp EMS/AHPNS (2012)

• Emergency Regional 
Consultation on Tilapia Lake 
Virus (TiLV) (2017)

• Online Consultation on 
Strategies for 
Hepatopancreatic 
Microsporidiosis caused by 
Enterocytozoon
hepatopenaei (EHP) (2021)



Capacity Building
Proficiency Testing Program for Aquatic Animal Disease Diagnostic 
Laboratories in Asia-Pacific



Other Activities
AMU/AMR

Aquaculture 
Biosecurity

Animal 
Welfare

In collaboration with FAO
• AMR Risk to Aquaculture and Monitoring of AMR in 

Bacterial Pathogens in Aquaculture;
• Documentation and Characterization of Antimicrobial 

Use in the Aquaculture Sector;
• Development of Regional Guidelines on AMR and AMU 

in Aquaculture 

In collaboration with WOAH
• Consultation Meeting on Antimicrobial Resistance and 

Antimicrobial Use in Aquaculture
• Ad hoc Group on Technical References for AMR in 

Aquaculture

In collaboration with FAO
• Technical Working Group on PMP/AB and Development of 

NACA Regional AAH Strategy for Aquatic Organism Health

In collaboration with WOAH
• Collection and Evaluation of Existing Guidelines and 

Awareness Materials on Aquaculture Biosecurity for Small-
scale Farms in the Asia-Pacific Region 

Video available at: https://vimeo.com/channels/naca2023/page:1

https://vimeo.com/channels/naca2023/page:1


Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific
More than 30 years of Successful Networking 

Our Strengths:

• Network of individuals, institutions and governments;

• Access to vast resources in the network;

• Network has extensive expertise in aquaculture;
o Governance & policy, management, production 

technology, rural development, certification, global and 
regional standards, and BMPs

• Good Track Record in promotion of international Codes of 
Practice for Responsible Fisheries and Aquaculture



Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific
More than 30 years of Successful Networking 

Ownership of Members

Network of Resources

Expertise of Aquaculture

NACA is ONE



For more information, visit us at www.enaca.org

http://www.enaca.org/
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