
Madison Wimmers Inception Workshop FIRABiot, 15 March 2023

WOAH Active Search 
Activity and EIOS



2Title of presentation Chapter title Date

WOAH: Disease 
notification and 
Active Search 
Activity
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117 diseases
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WOAH applies a systematic 

process of rumour tracking, or 

active search, of unofficial 

sources, to enhance transparency 

and the overall picture of the 

global disease situation



5Title of presentation Chapter title DateActive Search



6Title of presentation Chapter title DateActive Search

2021

120,000 
rumours and 

media reports

180 
followed up

33 reports 

submitted

5% of  Immediate notifications
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EIOS – Epidemic 
Intelligence from 
Open Sources
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• Epidemic Intelligence (EI): the cycle of organized and systematic collection, analysis and 
interpretation of information from all sources to detect, verify and investigate potential health 
risks.

Epidemic Intelligence



9Title of presentation Chapter title Date

Mission

• To save lives and minimise the impact of threats to health, societies and economies 

through collaborative, authoritative and timely public health intelligence allowing for rapid, 

evidence-based action

What does it do?

• enables access to a vast range of publicly available information to facilitate timely 
detection, identification and verification, of events that may pose a threat to 
public health, complement contextual analysis and assessment and facilitate 
communication across the global network of experts.

What doesn’t it do?

• does not replace established formal reporting channels

Overview
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• EIOS is built on three pillars: a growing global community of practice, a range of 
multi-disciplinary collaborators and an evolving fit-for-purpose system

• 33,944 webpages visited every day and scraped for relevant content to import to 
the EIOS system

EIOS – Epidemic Intelligence from Open Sources

https://www.who.int/initiatives/eios/eios-community-of-practice
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12

Filters Monitoring panel

500 categories
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Dynamic and flexible = constant improvements

• Automated anomaly detection

• Integration of additional automated information extraction

• Enhanced search and filter capabilities based on complex queries.

• New sources and categories

• Inclusion of social media sources and the Twitter

• Introduction of complex queries and enhanced filtering capabilities,

• Integration of ML algorithms for automated abstractive summarization, 
credibility assessment, and user feedback.

Overview
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Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you
Any questions?

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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