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• the repercussions of poor disease surveillance 

• weak regulatory processes of veterinary  service

• made worse by insufficient or poorly trained animal health 
workers who lack the necessary skills, knowledge and resources 
to prevent and control infectious diseases at their animal 
origin.
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• Feasibility studies and engagement with VPP stakeholders

• VPP National Action Plan development

• PVS missions planned and develop enabling environment

• PPR vaccination activities in  Kenya and Ethiopia  
▪ Donor: BMZ

▪ Timeframe:2020 - 2024



•

• Improvement of the legal and regulatory enabling environment 
for veterinary professionals including VPP

• Strengthen the skills of VPPs through building capacity for initial 
and continuous education

• Develop a sustainable socio-economic framework for VPPs
•

• Baseline studies including veterinary workforce assessment and 
VPP curriculum assessments

• Veterinary Legislation Support Programme (VLSP)

• Curriculum review for VPP training institutions and alignment 
with WOAH guidelines

• Inclusion and gender perspectives; Monitoring, evaluation and 
continuous learning

• Review of VPP professional integration, etc.

▪ Donor: AFD

▪ Timeframe:2020 - 2024
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Strengthening the enabling environment for community 
animal health workers (CAHWs) through development of 

competency and curricula guidelines



WOAH has committed to reviewing and analysing

CAHW programmes and training from a global

perspective in order to develop competency and

curricula guidelines for CAHWs.

These will follow a framework similar to the

veterinarian and VPP guidelines previously

developed by WOAH however considering the

different nature of CAHW activity and profiles.

An ad hoc group has been created to gather

experts well suited to develop appropriate

competency and curriculum guidelines for CAHWs

Background



o

o

o To develop WOAH Guidelines on the Competencies of community-based animal

health workers to assure quality National Veterinary Services;

o To develop WOAH Guidelines on the minimum curricular requirements for

community-based animal health workers.

o These guidelines will be an important step towards helping to

support the recognition, regulation and integration of CAHWs into

animal health systems. This will contribute to improved workforce

development planning for Veterinary Services which integrates the

roles of veterinarians, veterinary paraprofessionals and, when

appropriate, CAHWs.



WOAH
• Release of an article on WOAH’s Bulletin 

website.

• In-depth analysis of global training 
materials which summarises the key topics 
that CAHWs around the world are trained 
on

• Ad hoc group of experts for the 
development of CAHWs competency and 
curricula guidelines : Ten experts from 
around the world have accepted to join, 
and the virtual kickoff meeting took place 
on February 2nd and 3rd, 2023.

VSF-International 

• Release of an article on VSF 
International’s website

• Detailed literature review of community-
based animal health workers in Africa and 
Asia, with recommendations for improved 
practices.

• Development of methodology of in-depth 
country case studies for better 
understanding of national and local 
contexts in the following countries: 
Burundi, Cambodia, Niger and South 
Sudan. Estimated start date: February 
2023.

Once the WOAH guidelines are developed (2024), a communication strategy will support  

dissemination of the guidelines to WOAH Members (Delegates, VSBs, CAHW trainers)



o

oWhy? To ensure that WOAH competency and curricula guidelines 

will be reviewed on time by experts.

o

o



https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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