
Guidelines for disease risk 
management in wildlife trade 
supply chains and markets
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https://www.oie.int/en/document/a_oiewildlifetradestatement_april2020-2/
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• Provides a high-level framework to support informed decision-making in the face of uncertainty and 
complexity. 

• Approaches to enable users to select pragmatic and relevant risk reduction / intervention strategies 
according to identified risk, context and need

• References well established standards and other guidelines to support implementation, where available. 

• Over time, the interim Guidelines will require review and revision as new knowledge is generated and 
shared.
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Overarching Considerations

• There are more wild animal species than domestic animal species.

• Wildlife species may be legally protected, listed on CITES Appendices and/or in a threatened 
category of the IUCN Red List, and in many cases hunting and trade of wildlife is regulated or prohibited by 
local, national, or international law.

• Identification, traceability, and movement control is only possible for some individuals 

• There are a wide range of uses, including for food, traditional medicine, ornaments, pets, etc 

• There are a wide range of individuals and groups directly and indirectly involved in or impacted by wildlife trade

• Wildlife trade may occur in a variety of physical settings e.g., at small local markets, larger more complex 
markets and along supply chains of varying length and complexity.

• Wildlife may be wild-sourced, or captive bred and then subsequently ranched or farmed.

• Wildlife trade and related supply chains are highly variable and complex, including both illegal and legal 
trade.



Disease and Health

• Drivers of disease emergence may differ locally and regionally.

• Wildlife trade presents opportunities for mixing of species not normally in contact (e.g., variety 
of taxa from differing geographic locations).

• There are animal husbandry and welfare requirements bespoke to each species and scenario (e.g., transport 
conditions; short-term vs long-term captivity).

• Pathogen transmission pathways and risk factors may be unknown or less understood 
and are not necessarily transferrable to another species in the same genus or family or higher taxa.

• Knowledge of species / taxa pathogens may be limited or biased to studies limited to specific time periods, 
scenarios, or geographic locations. 

• It can be challenging to collect biological samples representative across space, time, and taxonomic diversity

• Species that fall under specific conservation regimes may hamper rapid sample shipment to diagnostic 
laboratories (e.g., CITES permit requirements).

• There may be limited or no validated diagnostic tests for all species; challenges in validating 
diagnostic tests for wildlife.

• Reference values and knowledge on host biology and physiology are often missing.

• There is a need for specific training requirements for actors and personal involved from harvester to end-use in 
addition to wildlife health monitoring and management (e.g., wildlife veterinarians, wildlife pathologists, etc).

• Disease surveillance and disease control in wildlife is challenging.
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Design

Implementation

Evaluation

Outcome indicators
- Prevalence of zoonotic pathogens selected (e.g. Avian Influenza viruses, E 

Coli, etc)
- Number of human cases of zoonotic pathogens, as selected
- Number of disease events caused by selected zoonotic pathogens

Process indicators
- Number of samples tested
- Number of actions taken (including policies enacted and enforced) to 

reduce risk
- Risk assessment procedures established
- Number of risk assessments conducted

Proxy indicators at critical points in the wildlife supply chain 
- Free ranging wildlife

o Population counts / remote sensing counts
- Harvest, capture, hunt

o Hunting statistics
o Number of people trained

- Slaughter, butcher, process
o Registered premises 

- Local market
o Market volumes
o Tax revenues

- Legal cross border transport
o Border control statistics

- Illegal cross border transport
o Border control statistics
o Interpol statistics
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https://panorama.solutions/en
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/


•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Image: pixabay.com



•



Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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