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Namibia
• Area: 825,615 km2

• Population: 2.59 million people

• Population density: 2.6 person/ km2

• Namibia is ethnically diverse



Spatial distribution of dog rabies in Namibia 2013 - 2016
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Rabies surveillance in dogs and humans (2011-2017)

Human rabies incidenceRabies surveillance in dogs

Hikufe et al., 2019, PLOS NTD



Rabies Control Strategy 

2011

Rabies is a notifiable 
disease in Namibia as 
per Animal Health Act 1 
of 2011

May 
2015

Namibia developed and officially 
endorsed a “National Rabies 
Control Strategy ” in May 2015

• Multisectoral One Health 
approach



Rabies project

• Namibia – “Technical Support for Namibia in 
Eliminating Rabies in Dogs”

• Catalytic funding of the German Federal Ministry 
of Food and Agriculture, technical support of 
WOAH and FLI-Germany, and partners (GARC)

• Pilot phase 2016

• 1st phase (2016-2018)

• 2nd phase (2019-2022)

• 3rd phase (2023-2026)



Implementation of  
Project

• Pilot project implemented in Oshana region 

• First campaign started on 2 May 2016

• Start Small and Build Progress

• Roll out in entire 8 NCA regions in 2017

ONE HEALTH approach

• NCAs – huge area (263,000 km²)

• Estimted population  - 1.2 million people

• Varying population density – dense to very low

• Spead-out settlements 

• Varying infrastructure 

• Long distances – West –East: 1500 km

• Namibia-Angola border: 1370 km in length



Capacity building: training of the vaccinators 



Rabies awareness education



Rabies awareness 
education to the 
children

• Public education and awareness via TV & radio program, posters/leaflets



Rabies awareness 
education teachers 
and Principals

• Public education and awareness via presentations and posters



Rabies awareness 
education to teachers 
and principals

• Public education and awareness via presentations and posters



Rabies awareness 
education to 
Teachers/Principals

• Public education and awareness via presentations and posters



Mass dog vaccination campaign

• Targeted campaign - Central point

• Vaccination campaign conducted 
during school holidays



Dog vaccination at 
cattle crush pen 

• Dog vaccination conducted 
along with an annual FMD/CBPP 
vaccination campaign in cattle 

• Cover the remote areas

• People without cattle unlikely to 
bring dogs for vaccination



Vaccination data management 

• Used paper-based form

• 2019-2022-used GARC Data logger

Rabies Epidemiological 
Bulletin (REB) - GARC



• Mobile App

Vaccination data management Vaccination points

Calculate 

vaccination 

coverage



Targeting vaccination on rabies hotspot areas

Gray dots are the location of 
vaccination points/vaccinated 
dogs on rabies hot spot areas
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Key achievement of the Project: Reduction of rabies 
incidences in dogs and humans
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Cross-border collaboration: Namibia and Angola as an example

Cross-border harmonization meeting on rabies control program between 

Angola and Namibia (September 2019) and development of action plan  



Cross-border collaboration: Namibia and Angola as an example

Namibia

Cross-border dog vaccination campaign 



ORV field trail conducted in Namibia

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.04.21.488865v1

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fvets.2021.737250/full

https://www.fli.de/en/news/short-messages/short-message/fli-supports-first-
successful-field-trial-for-oral-rabies-vaccination-of-dogs-in-namibia/



OIE endorsement of a national control programme

Namibia National Rabies Control 

Programme was officially endorsed by  

WOAH in May 2021

WOAH Members are highly 

encouraged to apply for WOAH  

endorsement of your national control 

plan

https://www.who.int/news/item/07-08-2020-oie-endorsement-of-official-

control-programmes-for-dog-mediated-rabies

https://www.who.int/news/item/07-08-2020-oie-endorsement-of-official-control-programmes-for-dog-mediated-rabies




Annual Review and 
Planning Meeting



Lesson 
learned 

• Constant Mass Dog Vaccination can reduce dog 
mediated rabies in humans

• Adequate rabies awareness to schools (teachers, 
principals and children) can increase vaccination 
coverage, reduce deaths due to rabies, improves 
PEP and dog bites management

• Inter-sectoral, regional and international 
collaboration is the key to rabies elimination by 
2030. 



Challenges

• COVID-19 pandemic has hampered the activities 

• Resources and logistics

• Inadequate budget

• Transports

• Manpower

• Engagement in other important priority diseases

• CBPP and FMD outbreaks

• Others
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