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Outline

• Declaration of eradication and establishment of the JAC

• Maintaining global freedom from Rinderpest

• Remaining challenges in the post-eradication era
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1. Declaration of eradication and 

establishment of the JAC
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Rinderpest activities post-

eradication

 2001 - Last reported case of rinderpest 

 2011 - Declaration of global freedom from rinderpest
 OIE and FAO entrusted by Member Countries with oversight of 

post-eradication activities

 Establishment of FAO-OIE Joint Advisory Committee on Rinderpest

 FAO and OIE Member Countries agreed to:

 Destroy rinderpest virus containing material or store it in one 
of a minimum number of approved facilities 

 Prohibit research involving rinderpest (unless approved by OIE 
and FAO)

 Report annually to OIE on stocks of virus held in their country



The FAO-OIE Rinderpest Joint Advisory 

Committee 
• Established in 2012, on recommendation of 

the Joint FAO/OIE Committee on Global 

Rinderpest Eradication and the resolutions 

adopted by both organizations.  

• Tasked with advising FAO and OIE on:

1. Virus sequestration policy for the approval/de-

listing by FAO and OIE facilities for  holding  

rinderpest virus containing materials and 

rinderpest virus vaccine strains;

2. Procedures for the development, production, and 

storage of vaccine for  preparedness plan;

3. Approval process for future research involving 

rinderpest virus .

2012

2018
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2. Maintaining Global Freedom from 

Rinderpest

FAO and WOAH’s achievements in 

conjunction with JAC advising tasks
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The Importance of Oversight

 Accidents happen

 The last case of smallpox was after eradication – a laboratory 

accident in 1978

 Viable variola samples discovered at US FDA, in 2014

 “the risk of an animal accidentally becoming infected 

with rinderpest virus originating from a laboratory 

cannot be considered negligible, and must be highly 

uncertain” 
 Beauvais, W., et al. 2013. Preventive Veterinary Medicine 112: 248-256



1. Virus Destruction and Sequestration

In 2011 – 44 laboratories in 35 countries storing virus, 

some under insufficient conditions of biosecurity

In 2022 – 5 laboratories in 5 countries storing virus, plus 7 

FAO-OIE designated Rinderpest Holding Facilities in 6 
countries

Pictures from a FAO destruction missions



1. Virus Destruction and Sequestration

Advocacy missions and simulation exercises



2. FAO-OIE Rinderpest Holding Facilities

FAO-OIE designated holding facilities to store rinderpest virus containing materials 
and the global reserve of rinderpest vaccine

A) Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing rinderpest virus containing material, excluding vaccine stocks

1. African Union Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU-PANVAC), Debre-Zeit, Ethiopia.

2. Centre de coopération internationale en recherche agronomique pour le développement (CIRAD), Montpellier, France

3. China Institute of Veterinary Drug Control/China Veterinary Culture Collection Center (IVDC), Beijing, China

4. High Containment Facilities of Exotic Diseases Research Station, National Institute of Animal Health, Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan.

5. USDA-APHIS, Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (FADDL), Plum Island, New York, United States of America.

6. The Pirbright Institute, United Kingdom.

B) Rinderpest Vaccine Holding Facility for storing only manufactured vaccines, vaccine stocks and material solely for their production

1. Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre African Union (AU-PANVAC), Debre-Zeit, Ethiopia

2. Building for Safety Evaluation Research, Production Center for Biologicals, National Institute of Animal Health, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan.

3. Centre de coopération internationale en recherche agronomique pour le développement (CIRAD), Montpellier, France

4. China Institute of Veterinary Drug Control/China Veterinary Culture Collection Center (IVDC), Beijing, China
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Global 

Rinderpest 

Action Plan
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Rinderpest Virus Tracking System

 Rinderpest Virus Tracking System

 Launched in 2018

 For OIE Members and RHFs to report on inventories annually
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3. Remaining challenges in the post-

eradication era



RHF:

➢ Too many RHFs and more countries interested in applying

➢ Large virus holdings in RHFs

Vaccine reserves:

➢ Vaccine stockpile not enough  & mostly outdated

Diagnostic capabilities:

➢ Inadequate non-infectious diagnostic kits for 

emergency response 

Current challenges

Countries holding rinderpest virus:

➢ Five countries in two regions still holding rinderpest virus outside designated RHFs
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5 countries left holding rinderpest 

virus outside designated RHFs
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