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Standing Group of Experts on 
African swine fever in 

Asia and the Pacific
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Not easy to differentiate from other swine diseases

Virus is relatively stable and resistant so can survive long 
time in environment and contaminated pork products

No effective treatment or vaccine

No public health or food safety concerns

African 
Swine 
Fever 

Standing Group of Experts (SGE) on ASF for Asia
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Challenges identified as specific for Asia
proving that ASF control is “not one size fits all” 

➢ Pig production and pig value chains are complex –

• Dense population of pigs in east and southeast Asia

• Large numbers of small-scale pig farming with low biosecurity.

• Complex value chains that operate across national borders

• Cultural practices around pig use and food consumption may 
create additional risk pathways. 

• Globalisation has made it easy for people and products to travel 
rapidly and over long distances. 
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Pig movement in GMS

• Source: Global distribution of chickens and pigs raised in 

extensive, semi-intensive and intensive systems in 2010 

Pig production system in Asia



10th GF-TADs Regional Steering Committee (GSC10)  for Asia and Pacific •  10-11 July 2018  •  Bangkok, Thailand

Standing Group of Experts (SGE) on ASF for 
Asia

• China/Korea/Japan Minister meeting in 2018 agreed on need the to 
strengthen the ASF control collaboration in the region

• ASF was new in the region, limited experience (and data)

– Epidemiology

– Laboratory

– Control measures

– Wildlife, Vector

– Other factors???

• The SG of Experts on ASF in Europe plays important role in ASF in the 
Europe

To help coordinate efforts, share information and develop 
best practices for prevention and control of ASF outbreaks.
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Standing Group of Experts on ASF for Asia 

Under the umbrella of GF-
TADs for Asia and the Pacific

• Objective

• ToRs

• Meeting mechanism

• Meeting attendees

• Specific activities
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Standing Group of Experts on ASF for Asia 

▪ Official Launch meeting April 2019 Beijing. Epidemiology 
with particular focus on background in Asia and 
surveillance for early detection and outbreak management

• Identify and build regional expertise to be involved a 
network in Asian region 

• Improve the understanding of the disease, how it may 
evolve and the short- and long-term impacts. 

• Regional, coordinated approach for prevention and control 
of ASF in Asia
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Priority topics

➢ ASF epidemiology, including risk-based surveillance
➢ Biosecurity
➢ Border control measures
➢ ASF risk communication
➢ Socio-economics
➢ Prevention and control strategies
➢ ASF laboratory diagnostics and potential research programmes 

including ASF vaccine development
➢ Wild boar – distribution, ecology, management and epidemiological 

role in swine disease in domestic pigs
➢ Outbreak management
➢ The use of zoning and compartmentalisation
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Better understanding 
of ASF and swine 

sector

• Research gaps and 
priorities

• Operational research 
such as value chain 
mapping, ecological 
studies

Enhanced effective 
approach for ASF 
prevention and 

control

• Risk assessment

• Surveillance

• Risk mitigations in 
immediate, medium 
and longer terms, 
including endemic 
situation

Business continuity 
and recovery

• Compartmentalisati
on

• Recovery options

• Business transition

• Vaccine 
development

Strengthened policy 
and enabling 
environment

• Human and financial 
resources to respond 
to ASF

• Legislations and 
regulatory 
frameworks

• Disease reporting

Enhanced 
communication and 

policy advocacy

• Communication and 
advocacy strategies 
for specific 
stakeholders

• Enhanced veterinary 
services’ 
communication

• Policy advocacy

• Technical capacity: Laboratory, field investigation and response

• Operational capacity: Emergency system preparedness and response
Developed required capacity 

• Multi-sectoral: Public-private partnerships, inter-ministries, academia, 

• Multi-lateral: Sub-regional, regional, interregional and global

• Multi-disciplinary: Research networks

Enhanced collaboration and 
coordination 

Objective: To prevent the spread and mitigate the impacts of ASF in Asia and the Pacific

ASF Regional Collaborative Framework for Asia Pacific
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Coordination of FAO, OIE, national 
and partner activities on ASF

• To facilitate coordination of ASF-related activities, FAO & OIE 
are working under the GF-TADs label as much as possible on 
ASF activities. E.g: ASF-related webinars, workshop, training

• Foster open discussions among national, regional and 
international experts.

• The SGE-ASF for Asia is developing practical, science-based 
recommendations that can be used in the region to enhance 
ASF prevention and control.  


