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No One Should Die  from Rabies

Mass dog vaccination is feasible and cost-effective 

as a way of preventing human deaths.

Rabies is 100% preventable
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Global burden of dog-transmitted human 

rabies
Maps of the number of human rabies death and per capita death rates

A: human rabies deaths B: per capita death rates (per 100,000 persons)

• Dogs are responsible for up to 99% of human rabies cases

• Dog-mediated rabies occur in 150 countries around the globe causing about 59,000 human deaths each 
year, with an associated lost of  approximately 3.7 million  disability-adjusted life–year

• Rabies is a disease with high mortality, and it imposes a heavy economic burden (US$ 8.6 billion per year) 
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Improving post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) or mass 

vaccination of domestic dogs to save lives

Need for 

multisectoral, One 

Health approach 

which requires strong 

collaboration, and 

partnership

Current available data in the Region 

do not reflect the reality (1,417 

cases distributed between 20 

countries between 2018 and 2020)
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Rabies is a vaccine-preventable zoonotic  disease

⚫ Sustained mass vaccination of domestic dogs is the most cost-effective strategy

⚫ Prompt administration of post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) to victims after rabies exposure 

⚫ Pre-exposure immunization of people in high-risk occupations (including veterinary 

professionals, people working with animals, laboratory personnel working on the virus, etc.)

Eliminating rabies to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development and 

strengthening  health systems



6 |

Surveillance is key to the entire elimination of rabies

Leading and coordinating anti-rabies efforts  with “One Health” approach

Need for strong surveillance and information sharing 
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Recent Achievement at global and regional levels

Rabies 

elimination is 

possible
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United to Eliminate Rabies is a Reality

World Rabies Day, 28 September, 2020

New 2021-2025 high level strategy to leave 
no-one behind with immunisation
approved by Gavi Board

Key message: scaling up dog vaccination 

Strengthening surveillance system, without surveillance there is no programme
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Improving collaboration between medical and veterinary sectors could 

dramatically reduce the current large, and unnecessary, burden of rabies 

on affected  communities

Rabies was selected for case study in countries
Card 
No Technical area (cards)

UGA, 
2017

TZA, 
2017

SEN, 
2017

ETH, 
2018

GIN, 
2018

SLE, 
2018

LIB, 
2018

TCD, 
2018

MRT, 
2018

NER, 
2019

BEN, 
2019

NIE, 
2019

MLI, 
2020

1Coordination at high level

2Coordination at local level

3Coordination at technical level

4Legislation/Regulation

5Finance

6Communication w/media

7Communication w/stakeholders

8Field investigation

9Risk assessment

10Joint surveillance

11Laboratory

12Response

13Education and training

14Emergency funding

15Human resources

Total number of times collaboration was 
evaluated to be good 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 4
% when collaboration was evaluated to be 
good 7% 13% 13% 7% 7% 13% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0% 7% 27%

National Bridging Workshop on 

the International Health 

Regulations (IHR) and the 

Performance of Veterinary 

Services (PVS) Pathway

The collaboration between the human health and the animal health sectors was assessed and color-coded: green for 

“good collaboration”, yellow for “some collaboration”, and red for “collaboration needing improvement”. 

US-CDC OHZDP Workshops: 

2014-2018

Rabies was prioritized in 25 out 

of 26 zoonotic diseases 

prioritization workshops 
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Perspectives: how best to achieve the goal set ?

⚫ Need for effective surveillance

⚫ Minimum data set and reporting to WHO and OIE

⚫ Country ownership, budgeted country plans

⚫ Scale up dog vaccination campaigns

⚫ Strong intersectoral collaboration (local, national and global)

⚫ Strong partnership (all stakeholders, including technical and 

financial partners) 
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Awareness and community engagement

⚫ https://www.who.int/health-topics/rabies#tab=tab_1

https://www.who.int/health-topics/rabies#tab=tab_1
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Additional resources 

⚫ WHO expert consultation on rabies: third report. World Health Organization (2018)

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/272364
http://www.who.int/rabies/en/

⚫ WHO: https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/rabies
⚫ Zero by 30: the global strategic plan to end human deaths from dog-mediated rabies by 2030

⚫ WHO, Laboratory techniques in rabies. Fifth edition. Volume 1 and Volume 2

⚫ WHO expert consultation on rabies: Third Report. TRS N°1012

⚫ Scientific and operational updates on rabies

⚫ OIE Rabies Portal

⚫ Ending the neglect to attain the sustainable development goals: a road map for neglected 

tropical diseases 2021–2030

⚫ Taking a multisectoral, one health approach: a tripartite guide to addressing 

zoonotic diseases in countries

⚫ One Health Zoonotic Disease Prioritization workshops:
https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/what-we-do/zoonotic-disease-prioritization/completed-

workshops.html

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/272364
about:blank
https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/rabies
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/272756/9789241513838-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/310836/9789241515153-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/310837/9789241515306-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/272364/9789241210218-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/rabies/resources/vaccine-vol-37-suppl-S1/en/
https://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/rabies-portal/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332094/WHO-UCN-NTD-2020.01-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/activities/strengthening-global-health-security-at-the-human-animal-interface
https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/what-we-do/zoonotic-disease-prioritization/completed-workshops.html
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Thank you   

Merci

Obrigado


