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Link between OIE standards and Link between OIE standards and 
SPS AgreementSPS Agreement



OIE objectives

within its WTO mandate, to safeguard world trade 
by publishing health standards for international 
trade in animals and animal products



WTO SPS Agreement

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement
came into force in 1995

SPS Agreement Art 2 :  Basic right
“Members have the right to take sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures necessary for the protection of 
human, animal or plant life or health, provided that such 
measures are not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Agreement”



WTO SPS Agreement

SPS Agreement Art 3.4 :
Members shall play a full part in the relevant international 
organizations, in particular the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 
the OIE, and the international and regional organizations 
operating within the framework of the IPPC, to promote within 
these organizations the development and periodic review of 
standards, guidelines and recommendations with respect to all 
aspects of sanitary and phytosanitary measures. 

SPS Agreement Annex A (art 3b) : other reference to OIE



Standard-setting organisations: the 3 sisters

food safety CODEX

plant health IPPC

animal health
and zoonoses OIE

Milk

Linkage between OIE Standards & the SPS Agreement



Relevance of OIE standards to SPS trade concerns  

Food safety
27%

Plant health
29%

Other concerns
4%

Animal health and 
zoonoses

40%



OIEOIE’’ss international standardsinternational standards



OIE’s international standards

OIE develops and publishes

health standards for the prevention and control of animal diseases 
as well as for the safe trade of animals and animal products
=> Codes
biological standards for diagnostic tests and vaccines
=> Manuals

Adopted by OIE Member Countries during General Session each 
May by consensus

Using a science-based approach



OIE Specialist Commissions

Biological Standards Commission
"Laboratories Commission"

Terrestrial Animal Health Standards 
Commission

"Code Commission"

Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission
"Aquatic Animals Commission"



Purposes Purposes 
of the of the CodesCodes & & ManualsManuals



What is the purpose of the Codes?

Primary object is to set recommended actions to be used by 
Veterinary Authorities or other Competent Authorities

to establish health regulations for the safe importation of animals and 
animal products

=>protect animal and human health and guard against zoonotic diseases
while avoiding unjustified trade restrictions

Provide guidance for the setting up and implementation of 
efficient animal health and public health policies at national level
Now expanding into animal welfare and food safety (Terr. Code) 

The Codes are NOT textbooks on terrestrial or aquatic animal 
diseases, nor on zoonosis. !



What is the purpose of the Manuals?

Describe internationally agreed laboratory methods for 
disease diagnosis
Enable the requirement for health certification in 
connection with trade to be met
Terrestrial Manual also covers the production and control 
of biological products e.g. vaccines

=> Harmonisation of diagnostic testing and vaccination 
procedures 

• Avoid differences in interpretation of results
• Ensure quality of diagnostic tests and vaccines



Terrestrial Animal Terrestrial Animal 
Health CodeHealth Code



Content of the Terrestrial Code

2 volumes 
Volume I : General Provisions

• User’s guide - Glossary
• Section 1 : Animal disease diagnosis, surveillance and notification
• Section 2 : Risk analysis
• Section 3 : Quality of VS
• Section 4 : General recommendations : disease prevention and control

– Identification/traceability, 
– Zoning/compartmentalisation
– Collection/processing of semen/embryos/oocytes for various species
– Disposal of dead animals
– Recommendations on disinfection and disinsectisation..



Content of the Terrestrial Code

Volume I : General Provisions (contd)
• Section 5 : Trade measures, import/export procedures and vet.certification

– General obligations
– Certification procedures
– Border posts and quarantine stations
– Model veterinary certificates…

• Section 6 : Veterinary Public Health
– Ante/Post mortem meat inspection
– Disease security procedures in poultry breeding flocks/Salmonella
– Antimicrobial resistance surveillance/prudent use/monitoring…

• Section 7 : Animal welfare
– Slaughter/Killing
– Transport



Content of the Terrestrial Code

Volume II : Recommendations applicable to OIE listed diseases 
and other diseases of importance to international trade

• Section   8 : Multiple species 
• Section   9 : Apidae
• Section 10 : Aves
• Section 11 : Bovidae
• Section 12 : Equidae
• Section 13 : Lagomorpha
• Section 14 : Ovidae and capridae
• Section 15 : Suidae



In each disease chapter, articles may include:

- Brief description of pathogen/ disease/ infection, incubation period 
(determining quarantine period and other risk mitigation 
procedures) 

- How to determine the status of a country, zone or compartment*
- What are the ‘safe’ commodities irrespective of status (if possible)
- What are the recommendations for ‘unsafe’ commodities
- Inactivation procedures for the pathogen in question
- Specific guidelines for surveillance

Content of the Terrestrial Code



OIE Code: C.B.P.P. as an example
-Disease specific Chapter-

Content of the Terrestrial Code



Article 1: “general provisions”
For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code, the incubation period for contagious bovine 
pleuropneumonia (CBPP) shall be 6 months. 

For the purpose of this chapter, a case of CBPP means an animal infected with Mycoplasma
mycoides subsp. mycoides SC (MmmSC), and freedom from CBPP means freedom from 
Mmm SC infection.

For the purpose of this chapter, susceptible animals include domestic cattle (Bos indicus and 
B. taurus) and water buffalo (Bubalus bubalis).

For the purposes of international trade, this chapter deals not only with the occurrence of 
clinical signs caused by MmmSC, but also with the presence of infection with MmmSC in the 
absence of clinical signs.

The following defines the occurrence of MmmSC infection:

• MmmSC has been isolated and identified as such from an animal, embryos, oocytes or 
semen; or 

• Antibodies to MmmSC antigens which are not the consequence of vaccination, or MmmSC
DNA, have been identified in one or more animals showing pathological lesions consistent 
with infection with MmmSC with or without clinical signs, and epidemiological links to a 
confirmed outbreak of CBPP in susceptible animals. 

Standards for diagnostic tests and vaccines are 
described in the Terrestrial 
Manual.



Article 2 : “trade in commodities”
When authorising import or transit of the following commodities, Veterinary 
Authorities should not require any CBPP related conditions, regardless of the CBPP 
status of the domestic cattle and water buffalo population of the exporting 
country, zone or compartment:

•milk and milk products;

•hides and skins;

•meat and meat products (excluding lung).

When authorising import or transit of other commodities listed in this chapter, 
Veterinary Authorities should require the conditions prescribed in this chapter 
relevant to the CBPP status of the domestic cattle and water buffalo population of 
the exporting country, zone or compartment.



Article 3 : “CBPP free country, zone or compartment”
To qualify for inclusion in the existing list of CBPP free countries, a Member 
should:

•have a record of regular and prompt animal disease reporting;

•send a declaration to the OIE stating that:

•there has been no outbreak of CBPP during the past 24 months;

•no evidence of CBPP infection has been found during the past 24 months;

•no vaccination against CBPP has been carried out during the past 24 months, 

•and supply documented evidence that surveillance for CBPP in accordance with this chapter 
is in operation and that regulatory measures for the prevention and control of CBPP have 
been implemented;

•not have imported since the cessation of vaccination any animals vaccinated against CBPP.

The country will be included in the list only after the submitted evidence has been 
accepted by the OIE. Retention on the list requires that the information 2a), 2b), 
2c) and 3 above be re-submitted annually and changes in the epidemiological 
situation or other significant events should be reported to the OIE according to the 
requirements in Chapter 1.1.



Article 4 : “Recovery of free status”
When a CBPP outbreak occurs in a CBPP free country, zone or compartment, one 
of the following waiting periods is required to regain the status of CBPP free 
country, zone or compartment:

•12 months after the last case where a stamping-out policy and serological 
surveillance and strict movement control are applied in accordance with this 
chapter;

•if vaccination was used, 12 months after the slaughter of the last vaccinated 
animal.

•Where a stamping-out policy is not practised, the above waiting periods do not 
apply but Article 11.9.3. applies.

Article 5 : “CBPP infected country or zone”

When the requirements for acceptance as a CBPP free country or zone are not 
fulfilled, a country or zone shall be considered as infected



Article 6 : “Recommendations for importation from CBPP 
free countries, zones or compartments”
for domestic cattle and water buffaloes

Veterinary Authorities should require the presentation of an international 
veterinary certificate attesting that the animals showed no clinical sign of CBPP on 
the day of shipment.

Article 7 : “Recommendations for importation from CBPP 
infected countries or zones”
for domestic cattle and water buffaloes for slaughter
Veterinary Authorities should require the presentation of an international veterinary 
certificate attesting that the animals:
showed no clinical sign of CBPP on the day of shipment;
originate from an establishment where no case of CBPP was officially reported for 

the past 6 months, and
are transported directly to the slaughterhouse 

in sealed vehicles.



Article 8 : “Recommendations for importation from CBPP 
free countries, zones or compartments”
for bovine semen

Veterinary Authorities should require the presentation of an international 
veterinary certificate attesting that:

• the donor animals:

- showed no clinical sign of CBPP on the day of collection of the semen;

- were kept in a CBPP free country since birth or for at least the past 6 months; 

• the semen was collected, processed and stored in conformity with the provisions 
of Chapter 4.5. and Chapter 4.6.



Article 9 : “Recommendations for importation from CBPP 
infected countries, zones or compartments”
for bovine semen

Veterinary Authorities should require the presentation of an international 
veterinary certificate attesting that:

• the donor animals:

- showed no clinical sign of CBPP on the day of collection of the semen;

- were subjected to the complement fixation test for CBPP with negative results,
on two occasions, with an interval of not less than 21 days and not more than
30 days between each test, the second test being performed within 14 days
prior to collection;

- were isolated from other domestic bovidae from the day of the first
complement fixation test until collection;

- were kept since birth, or for the past 6 months, in an establishment where no
case of CBPP was reported during that period, and that the establishment was
not situated in a CBPP infected zone;

AND…



Article 9 : “Recommendations for importation from CBPP 
infected countries, zones or compartments”
for bovine semen

Veterinary Authorities should require the presentation of an international 
veterinary certificate attesting that:

• the donor animals:

AND EITHER:

have not been vaccinated against CBPP;

OR

were vaccinated using a vaccine complying with the standards 
described in the Terrestrial Manual not more than 4 months 
prior to collection; in this case, the condition laid down in 

point b) above is not required [the CFT];

• the semen was collected, processed and stored in conformity with the provisions 
of Chapter 4.5. and Chapter 4.6.



Article 10 : “Recommendations for importation from CBPP 
free countries, zones or compartments”
for in vivo derived or in vitro produced embryos/oocytes of bovidae

Veterinary Authorities should require the presentation of an international 
veterinary certificate attesting ………………..

Article 11 : “Recommendations for importation from CBPP 
infected countries or zones”
for in vivo derived or in vitro produced embryos/oocytes of bovidae
Veterinary Authorities should require the presentation of an international veterinary 
certificate attesting …………..



Article 12 : “Surveillance : introduction”
Articles 11.9.12. to 11.9.17. define the principles and provides a guide for the 
surveillance of CBPP in accordance with Chapter 1.4. applicable to Members 
seeking establishment of freedom from CBPP. Guidance is provided for Members 
seeking reestablishment of freedom from CBPP for the entire country or for a zone 
or compartment, following an outbreak and for the maintenance of CBPP free 
status…..

•Article 13 : “Surveillance: general conditions and 
methods”
A surveillance system in accordance with Chapter 1.4. should be under the 
responsibility of the Veterinary Authority. A procedure should be in place for the rapid 
collection and transport of samples from suspect cases of CBPP to a laboratory for 
CBPP diagnoses as described in the Terrestrial Manual.

The CBPP surveillance programme should:

include an early warning system throughout the ……
…



Article 14 : “Surveillance : strategies”
Introduction

The target population for surveillance aimed at identifying disease and infection 
should cover all the susceptible species (Bos taurus, B. indicus and Bubalus
bubalis) within the country, zone or compartment.

Given the limitations of the diagnostic tools available, the interpretation of 
surveillance results should be at the herd level rather than at the individual animal 
level.

Randomised surveillance may not be the preferred approach given the 
epidemiology of the disease (usually uneven distribution and potential for occult 
foci of infection in small populations) and the limited sensitivity and specificity of 
currently available tests. Targeted surveillance (e.g. based on the increased 
likelihood of infection in particular localities or species, focusing on slaughter 
findings, and active clinical surveillance) may be the most appropriate strategy. 
The applicant Member should justify the surveillance strategy chosen as adequate 
to detect the presence of CBPP infection in accordance with Chapter 1.4. and the 
epidemiological situation…..

…..



Article 15 : “Countries or zones applying for recognition of 
freedom from CBPP”
In addition to the general conditions described in this chapter, an OIE Member 
applying for recognition of CBPP freedom for the country or a zone should provide 
evidence for the existence of an effective surveillance programme. The strategy 
and design of the surveillance programme will depend on the prevailing 
epidemiological circumstances and will be planned and implemented according to 
general conditions and methods in this chapter, to demonstrate absence of CBPP 
infection, during the preceding 24 months in susceptible populations. This requires 
the support of a national or other laboratory able to undertake identification of 
CBPP infection using methods described in the Terrestrial Manual.

…..Article 16 : “Compartments seeking recognition of freedom 
from CBPP”
The bilateral recognition of CBPP free compartments should follow the principles laid 
in this chapter, Chapter 4.3. and Chapter 4.4.



Article 17 : “Countries or zones re-applying for recognition 
of freedom from CBPP following an outbreak”

In addition to the general conditions described in this chapter, a Member 
re-applying for recognition of country or zone freedom from CBPP should 
show evidence of an active surveillance programme for CBPP, following 
the recommendations of this chapter.

Two strategies are recognised by the OIE in a programme to eradicate CBPP 
infection following an outbreak:

• slaughter of all clinically affected and in-contact susceptible animals;

• vaccination used without subsequent slaughter of vaccinated animals.

The time periods before which an application can be made for re-instatement of 
freedom from CBPP depends on which of these alternatives is followed. The time 
periods are prescribed in Article 11.9.4.

…..



Aquatic Animal Aquatic Animal 
Health CodeHealth Code



Content of the Aquatic Code

Part 1 : General Provisions
• General definitions
• Notification systems
• Obligation and ethics in international trade
• Risk analysis
• Import/Export procedures
• Contingency plans
• Fallowing

Parts 2 : specific chapters for diseases of :
• fish
• molluscs
• crustaceans

• amphibians

Recommendations to prevent the disease in 
question being introduced into the importing country



Part 3 : Appendices:
• Blood sampling and vaccination
• Inactivation of pathogens
• Aquatic animal health surveillance
• Welfare of farmed fish
• Aquatic animal feed

Part 4 : Model international aquatic animal health certificates
• For live aquatic animals
• For dead aquatic animals

Content of the Aquatic Code



OIEOIE’’ss ManualsManuals



Content of the Manuals

List of tests for international trade/Glossary
Part 1 : General Information

• Collection and shipment of diagnostic specimen
• Biosafety and biosecurity in the veterinary microbiology labs & animal facilities 
• Quality management in vet. testing labs
• Validation of diagnostic assays for infectious diseases…

Part 2 : Specific chapters for diseases :
• General information on the disease/pathogen and recommended techniques for 

laboratory technicians, including diagnostic tests and vaccines
• ‘Prescribed’ – those required by the Terrestrial Code for international trade –

printed in blue
– not every listed disease has a ‘prescribed’ test
– ‘alternative’ – suitable for import/export after bilateral agreement

Part 3 : List of Ref Labs and experts / disease index



OIE Terrestrial Manual: 
C.B.P.P. as an example

Disease specific Chapter

Content of the Manuals









Article 1 : “Identification of the agent”
Culture : 

Biochemical tests :

Nucleic acid recognition tests : PCR 

Immunological tests : 

• indirect fluorescent antibody test

• fluorescent antibody test (FAT)

• disk growth inhibition test

• agar gel immunodiffusion test (AGID)

• dot immunobinding on membrane filtration

• immunohistochemistry



Article 2 : “Serological tests”
Complement fixation test (CFT)

Competitive enzym-linked immuno-sorbent assay (c-ELISA)

Immunoblotting test

Other tests : e.g. rapid field slide agglutination test (SAT)



Article 3 : “Requirements for vaccines and diagnostic 
biologicals”
Seed management

• strain T1/44, a naturally mild strain isolated in 1951 by Sheriff & Piercy.

• strain T1sr (44, 46).

Method of manufacture

In-process control

Batch control

Tests on the final product



Updating OIE standardsUpdating OIE standards



Updating OIE standards

1- Issue / problem identified by Delegates, OIE Commission, 
industry, scientist, individual

new scientific information e.g. from research or disease 
outbreak 
new diseases – emerging 
new approach eg vaccination

2- Addressed by appropriate Commission as new or revised 
standard

Using working groups and ad hoc groups for specialist tasks 
e.g. animal welfare, BSE, epidemiology, avian influenza,…



Updating OIE standards

3- Commission proposal (draft texts) circulated for comments to 
Members, experts, organisations

Commission may revise proposal on basis of comments 
received

4- Discussed by Delegates at the General Session
may be discussed only and returned to Commission for 
further work
may be adopted as OIE international standards

opportunity for all to be involved in standards development



Increasingly, expert advice is outside government and OIE 
utilises all sources

Individual / expert group from industry / academia / government
Other OIE Commission or Reference Lab.

Transitional period for transparency

NGOs with OIE agreement are consulted as per Member Countries 
e.g. IDF, IFAP, UECBV
Experts may participate in meetings
Commission reports on OIE website:
http://www.oie.int/tahsc/eng/en_reports.htm

Updating OIE standards



Updating
international 
standards

PROBLEM

Specialist
Commissions

Review

Advice of experts or other
Specialist Commissions

Draft text

DELEGATES

COMMITTEE,
COMMISSIONS,

DELEGATES

1 2
Comments

COMMITTEE

AdoptionOIE INTERNATIONAL
STANDARD



Standard-setting process schedule : e.g. Terr. Code 

http://www.rr-americas.oie.int/presentaciones/Ingles/in_cronograma.htm



=> Member countries are thus primarily responsible for setting 
and the adoption of international standards and should therefore

always attempt to actively participate in the standard setting 
process

=> Request for revised standards or review of standards can also
be done at SPS Committee of WTO

Opportunities for Member Countries to influence 
international standard setting



SummarySummary



How to use the Codes and Manuals

Use the Codes to establish the sanitary requirements 
for trade

Use the OIE Manuals to ensure the application of correct 
diagnostic tests and vaccines



Use the Guidelines for the Evaluation of Veterinary Services as an 
essential baseline for risk assessment and to comply with at least the 
minimum requirements of the ALOP of importing country

Use the Codes to establish baseline arguments to establish 
equivalence for trade negotiations

Use the Codes to establish cost-effective risk mitigation measures
for trade

Use the Codes and Manuals to challenge scientific unjustifiable 
sanitary measures of importing countries

How to use the Codes and Manuals 



What information is available from the Code, 
Manual and OIE ?

Criteria for 
disease freedom

Conditions for 
trade

Risk mitigation 
to render 

products safe

Surveillance for 
disease

Standards for 
vaccine 

production

Standards for 
diagnostic tests

Standards for zoning & 
compartementalisation

Procedures for 
carcass 
disposal

Guidelines 
for humane 

killing of 
animals

Guidelines for 
risk analysis

Foot & mouth disease

Model 
export 

certificates



Use the OIE Scientific and Technical Review to obtain
background information on  experiences in the practical 
application of standard

Use textbooks on diseases to understand the scientific 
justification for OIE standards, guidelines and 
recommendations

Complements to the standards



List of antimicrobials of veterinary importance 
Fit for purpose accreditation
Quantitative and qualitative risk assessment
H5N1 surveillance guidelines
Guidelines on veterinary legislation
Private standards
And much more….

Complements to the standards : guidelines



OIE general website : www.oie.int
• “Health standards” (En/Fr/Es)
• “OIE Expertise” => “Scientific Commissions”
• Online bookshop : all OIE publications

Websites

OIE Regional websites 
• For the Middle-East :       rr-middleeast.oie.int
• For Africa :                              rr-africa.oie.int
• Translation of the Terr. Code into Portuguese (2007)



World organisation for animal World organisation for animal healthhealth

12 rue de Prony
75017 Paris, France

Tel: 33 (0)1 44 15 18 88 – Fax: 33 (0)1 42 67 09 87
Email: oie@oie.int
http://www.oie.int 


