
Aquatic Code and Manual
Why are they important and how to use 

them?
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Aquatic Animal Health Code



World Organisation for Animal Health · Protecting animals, Preserving our future | 3

Purpose of the Aquatic Code?

Provides standards for the improvement of aquatic 
animal health worldwide - also includes standards for the 
welfare of farmed fish and use of antimicrobial agents in 
aquatic animals

Recommends measures to be used by Veterinary 
Authorities or other Competent Authorities:

• for early detection, reporting and control of pathogenic 
agents in aquatic animals (amphibians, crustaceans, fish 
and molluscs)

• to prevent their spread via international trade in aquatic 
animals and their products, while avoiding unjustified 
sanitary barriers to trade
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Critical aspects of the Aquatic Code and Manual

Use them as international standards to 
evaluate and determine measures to use 
to protect aquatic animal health associated 
with trade of aquatic animals and their 
products

Ensure that the application of the 
standards for national health measures 
are in accordance with obligations under 
the WTO SPS Agreement. 
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Use the Aquatic Code to:
 provide guidance for the setting up and implementation of efficient 

aquatic animal health policies at national level

 evaluate and determine measures to ensure safe trade of aquatic 
animals and their products

 evaluate the Quality of the Aquatic Animal Health Services (the 
Competent Authority)
• the ‘OIE PVS Tool: Aquatic’  enables a formal evaluation of an AAHS

 to establish baseline arguments to establish equivalence for trade 
negotiations

 to establish cost-effective risk mitigation measures for trade

 use the Codes and Manuals to challenge scientific unjustifiable 
sanitary measures of trading partners.
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Information available in the Aquatic Code

Criteria for disease 
freedom

Conditions for 
trade

Quality of Aquatic Animal 
Health Services

Transport of 
farmed fish 

Zoning & 
compartmentalisation

Procedures for 
aquatic animal 
waste disposal

Stunning and killing of 
farmed fish for human 

consumption

Guidelines for 
risk analysis

Model export 
certificates

Disease reporting 
obligations

Responsible and 
prudent use of 

antimicrobial agents

OIE listed diseases

Surveillance for 
disease

Disinfection of 
aquaculture 

establishments and 
equipment

Disease prevention and 
control
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Aquatic Code – ‘Horizontal’ chapters
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Aquatic Code – ‘Horizontal’ chapters
(continued)
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Aquatic Code – ‘Horizontal’ chapters
(continued)
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Disease specific chapters

Section 8: Diseases of Amphibians 
 3 OIE-listed amphibian diseases 

Section 9: Diseases of Crustaceans 
 9 OIE-listed crustacean diseases

Section 10: Diseases of Fish 
 10 OIE-listed fish diseases

Section 11: Diseases of Molluscs
 7 OIE-listed mollusc diseases



World Organisation for Animal Health · Protecting animals, Preserving our future | 13

Each specific disease chapter includes: 

Recommendations to prevent the disease in question being introduced 
into the importing country:

 case definition; 
 susceptible host species; 
 list of ‘safe’ commodities (irrespective of disease status);
 how to determine the free status of a country, zone or compartment;
 recommendations for importations of aquatic animal commodities 

from a country, zone or compartment declared free;
 recommendations for importations of aquatic animal commodities 

from a country, zone or compartment not declared free.
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Aquatic Code Glossary

Defines terms that are used in a specific manner in the
Code
Examples
 Disease means ‘clinical or non clinical infection with one

or more aetiological agents’
 Aquatic Animal Health Professional
 Aquatic Animal Health Services
 Competent Authority
 Veterinary Authority
 Certifying official
 Compartment
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Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic 
Animals
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Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic 
Animals

 provides information on diagnostic tests

 provides a uniform approach to the detection of the diseases listed in the OIE 
Aquatic Code

 ensures that the requirements for health certification in connection with disease 
prevention and control programmes, and trade in aquatic animals and their 
products can be met

 includes some chapters on de-listed diseases and non-listed diseases
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Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic 
Animals

 new/revised chapters are always adopted at the OIE General Session

 7th edition (printed edition) was adopted in 2016

 7th edition (2016) is available in hard copy 

 new printed edition produced every 3-4 years

 to manage the workload, a few chapters are revised each year

 chapters adopted at the General Session between printed editions are added to 
the web version,

 thus, the on-line version is always the most recent
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Thank you for
your attention

12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France 
www.oie.int

media@oie.int  - oie@oie.int 


