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Recognizing 
the right to protect 
human, animal, 
plant life or health

Avoiding 
unnecessary 
barriers to trade

How does disease status recognition link to the 
SPS Agreement?
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No unjustifiable discrimination 
between Members with similar 
conditions

i.e. no import requirements for 
diseases present in both the 
importing and exporting country 
unless subject to any official 
control programme (in the 
importing country)
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Non-discrimination
SPS Agreement Article 2.3
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Country A
Country B

Country C

e.g. Avian Influenza

Avian Influenza-free

Avian Influenza-free

Avian Influenza

Non-discrimination
Article 2.3

Sanitary measures 
justified as per OIE 
Terrestrial Code

No sanitary 
measures justified 
without RA



R. Doisneau

How do I find out if the country I wish to trade
with is free from a specific OIE listed disease

of concern to me?



 OIE Official Disease Status Recognition

 Self-declaration of freedom from a disease

 OIE World Animal Health Information System 
(WAHIS)



OIE OFFICIAL DISEASE STATUS RECOGNITION

2017



FMD
Country/ Zone

With/ without vaccination

FMD
Country/ Zone

With/ without vaccination

1996

Rinderpest

Global 
freedom!

Rinderpest

Global 
freedom!

2000
Contagious
bovine 

pleuropneumonia
Country/ Zone

Contagious
bovine 

pleuropneumonia
Country/ Zone

2003

BSE
Country/ Zone

Negligible / 
Controlled risk

BSE
Country/ Zone

Negligible / 
Controlled risk

2004

African
horse 

sickness
Country

African
horse 

sickness
Country

2013
Peste de 

petits 
ruminant

Country/  Zone

Peste de 
petits 

ruminant
Country/  Zone

2014
Classical

swine fever
Country/ Zone

Classical
swine fever

Country/ Zone

2015

Diseases included in OIE official disease status 
recognition (at 2018)

Also OIE endorsement (by Resolution) of Official 
Control Programmes for FMD, CBPP and PPR



OIE Official Disease Status Recognition

 Facilitates safe international trade

 Guarantees to trading partners:
• Veterinary Services meet baseline 

requirements concerning disease 
control and trade activities;

• Long term perspective documented and 
updated evidence on the disease free 
status.



Typical administrative steps in the 
recognition process
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Evaluate documentation and 
provide feedback  
(request additional information?)

Evaluate additional 
information & provide 
feedback (further clarifications?)

Conduct on-site verification & 
provide report

D

F

G

Request information on 
requirements/procedures

A

Provide documentation 
(any other supporting information)

Respond to feedback
(clarifications, additional info)

Respond to inspection report

C

E

H

Explain requirements & 
procedures (questionnaire?)

B

Exporting Country Importing Member

Make a determinationI

Article 6 &  

RG/SPS/48 Guidelines 



OIE Official Disease Status
granting, suspension and recovery

http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/official-disease-status/official-
recognition-policy-and-procedures/

Objective and Transparent Procedure

Standard Operating Procedure – describes all steps in the
procedure (on the OIE website);

Member Country submits to the OIE a dossier providing 
information requested (as appropriate) in Chapter 1.6.



The Procedure

A voluntary procedure 
developed on Member 
Countries’ request to 
facilitate trade

Resolutions adopted by the 
World Assembly

Compiled in a single 
document: the SOPs Updated when relevant

Available on line 
in the three OIE official 
languages

http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/official-disease-status/official-
recognition-policy-and-procedures/

disease.status@oie.int



Voluntary - OIE Member submits application

OIE Headquarters

OIE ad hoc Groups

OIE Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases

THEN…… 

Procedure for 
Official recognition of disease status and 

Official control programmes



Adoption by Resolution

Adoption by the OIE World Assembly of Delegates



Publication www.oie.int





South Africa

BotswanaNamidia





Namibia



Morocco
Algeria

Tunisia





Annual reconfirmation
In accordance with 

the Terrestrial 
Animal Health Code

In accordance with 
Resolution 15 of the 

83rd General 
Session

November every year

Additional 
information 
requested

Support from the 
OIE Regional and 

Sub-Regional 
Representations

Web-based tool

In accordance with 
Resolution 15 of the 

83rd General 
Session

November every year

Additional 
information 
requested

Support from the 
OIE Regional and 

Sub-Regional 
Representations

In accordance with 
the Terrestrial 

Animal Health Code

In accordance with 
Resolution 15 of the 

83rd General 
Session

November every year

Additional 
information 
requested



 OIE Official Disease Status Recognition

 Self-declaration of freedom from a disease

 OIE World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS)
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Additional procedures introduced for annual confirmation 
and maintenance of disease status

 More difficult to maintain than 
to achieve free status – long 
term commitment

 Detailed screening of 
selected countries by 
Scientific Commission 
(February meeting)

 Detailed screening of all 
other confirmations by Status 
Department

 No confirmation by January –
status revoked



SELF-DECLARATION OF FREEDOM FROM A DISEASE

2017



SELF-DECLARATION OF FREEDOM 
FROM A DISEASE

2017

1. How do you develop your Self-declaration of 
freedom claim?

2. How do you communicate this to your trading 
partners?



Self-declaration of freedom

 Declaration made by the Competent 
Authority to self-declare their country or 
zone or compartment is free from a disease; 

 Based on requirements in Terrestrial Code 
chapters (e.g. 1.1, 1.4, 3.1, 3.2.) and 
provisions of relevant disease-specific 
chapters in Code and Manual;

 OIE offers to publish the self-declaration(s) 
on its website but not for 6 diseases with 
official OIE recognition status.
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Provisions in disease-specific chapters 

Country provisions in 28 disease-specific chapters

Zoning provisions in 24 disease-specific chapters
 Aujeszky’s disease, Bluetongue, Brucellosis, EHD, RVF, WNF
 OIE listed bee diseases
 CSF, ASF
 Newcastle disease, AI
 Equine influenza
 FMD, BSE, CBPP, EBL, TB
 Scrapie, PPR

Compartmentalisation provisions in 13 disease-specific chapters
 CSF, ASF, Trichinella
 Newcastle disease, AI
 Equine influenza
 FMD, BSE, CBPP, EBL, TB
 Scrapie, PPR

Where no specific    
guidance - refer to 
Ch 1.4. Surveillance

72 disease-specific 
chapters



Publication of the claim by the OIE

NOTE: Publication did not 
imply OIE endorsement of 

the claim
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0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26

Yellowhead disease
White spot disease

Viral haemorragic septicaemia
Vescicular stomatitis

Taura syndrome
Swine Vesicular Disease

Scrapie
Rabies

Rabbit haemorrhagic disease
Pullorum Disease

Peste des petits ruminants
Nipha virus

Newcastle disease
Infectious salmon anaemia

Infectious myonecrosis
Infectious Laringotracheitis

Infectious haematopoietic necrosis
Haemorrhagic septicaemia

Glanders
Fowl Typhoid

Foot and mouth disease
Equine influenza

Equine arteritis
Epizootic haematopoietic necrosis

Classical swine fever
Caprine and ovine brucellosis

Bluetongue
Avian Influenza

Aujeszky
African swine fever

African horse sickness

Number of self-declarations per disease in the World
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AI

CSF

ASF

Rabies
Sw. Ves. Dis.



NEW OIE web 
page for self-
declaration

LINK: 
http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/self-

declared-disease-status/

NOW!



SUMMARY

Self-declarations

 Responsibility of the OIE 
Delegate

 all ‘other’ diseases

 Country, zone or 
compartment

Official status 

 Official recognition 
by the OIE

 6 diseases: 
FMD, CBPP, AHS, PPR, 
CSF and BSE

 Country or zone

More information: 
http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-
the-world/official-disease-status/ /

LINK:
http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-

world/self-declared-disease-status/ /



Official recognition vs. self-declaration
Official status Self-declaration

Voluntary process

Based on the OIE standards

Procedure under the responsibility of the 
OIE Director General and the OIE Scientific 
Commission

Responsibility of the OIE Delegate

Robust assessment by international 
recognized experts;  
Includes the assessment of the veterinary 
services performance

Technical and administrative review by the 
OIE but not an endorsement

Endorsed by all OIE Members, recognized by 
the WTO

Published on the OIE website (except for the 
6 diseases with an official recognition)

INFOGRAPHIE:
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/img/Infographies/EN_StatusRecogInfo.pdf



Available on 
OIE website 
www.oie.int



Thank you for
your attention

12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France 
www.oie.int

disease.status@oie.int  - oie@oie.int 


